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PREFACE. 


THE  method  of  arrangement  of  these  manuscripts  has 
exercised  me  considerably.  At  one  time  I  thought  it  best  to 
group  them  according  to  their  subject-matter,  but  finally, 
acting  on  the  advice  of  a  high  authority,  I  decided  to  keep 
to  strict  chronological  order.  The  Sign  Manuals  naturally 
form  a  section  of  themselves.  In  the  second  volume  I  purpose 
to  give  a  group  arrangement  of  the  whole  series  under  various 
headings  as  they  refer  to  trade,  social  conditions,  etc. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  valuable  sugges- 
tions I  have  received  from  Miss  A.  B.  Wallis  Chapman,  D.Sc., 
and  Prof.  F.  J.  C.  Hearnshaw,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  and  the  courtesy  of 
the  officials  of  the  British  Museum. 


HARRY    W.    GIDDEN. 


HEATHFIELD  LODGE, 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

November,  1916. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


CHAPTER    I. 


THE  SIGN  MANUALS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

"  These  MSS.  are  especially  deserving  of  the  consideration  of 
historical  students.  Opening  with  letters  dated  under  the  sign 
manual  and  signet  of  Henry  VI,  the  goodly  show  of  privy  seals, 
sign  manuals  and  bills  prepared  for  the  sovereign's  signature, 
comprises  seven  writings  under  the  sign  manual  and  signet  of 
Edward  IV,  eight  writings  of  the  same  kind  by  Richard  III,  one 
by  Henry  VII,  five  by  Henry  VIII,  and  one  by  Edward  VI,  in  all, 
twenty-three  sign  manuals.  The  letters  so  dated  by  Richard 
will  not  fail  to  arrest  and  hold  the  attention  of  readers. 
Beginning  with  letters,  dated  before  Richard's  accession  to 
the  throne,  to  the  Mayor  of  Southampton,  this  remarkable 
assemblage  of  epistles  by  a  sovereign,  whose  sign  manuals  are 
not  plentiful,  comprises  an  epistle  dated  to  the  Mayor,  Sheriff 
and  Aldermen  of  Southampton,  on  the  I3th  of  October,  in  the 
first  year  of  the  sovereign's  reign.  The  series  of  Richard's 
epistles  to  the  people  of  Southampton  closes  with  the  letters 
for  the  seizure  of  seditious  bills  and  the  arrest  of  seditious 

speakers That   the  Southampton  archives  have 

proved  so  rich  in  historic  letters  is  the  more  remarkable,  because 
no  inhabitant  of  the  town  was  aware  of  the  existence  of  these 
particular  writings,  until  they  came  to  light  during  the  inspec- 
tion that  was  made  of  the  muniments  of  the  borough  by  the 
inspector  of  the  Commission." 

Thus  John  Cordy  Jeaffreson,  in  the  eleventh  report  of  the 
Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  and  no  words  of  mine  can 
give  greater  emphasis  to  the  value  of  these  documents. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  SIGN  MANUAL. 

We  do  not  hear  of  the  employment  of  a  secondary  royal  seal 
before  the  reign  of  John,  but  the  practice  of  using  the  king's 
signet  ring  did  not  become  prevalent  before  the  time  of 
Edward  I. 

The  Privy  Seal  was  mentioned  as  such  in  the  reign  of  John.1 
Whether  the  "  Parvum  Sigillum  "  used  on  certain  occasions  in 
the  reign  of  John  was  the  equivalent  of  the  later  Privy  Seal, 
or  was  merely  the  king's  signet  or  personal  seal,2  is  at  least 
doubtful.  In  any  case,  the  verification  of  royal  instruments  by 
this  device  was  regarded  as  an  expedient  only  justified  by  an 
emergency.3  The  same  view  may  be  taken  of  the  occasional 
use  of  the  personal  seals  of  the  queen,  the  chancellor,  or  other 
royal  deputies,4  and  this  constitutional  view  was  even  extended 
to  the  prolonged  abeyance  of  the  Great  Seal  during  a  minority.5 
It  is  also  clear  that  the  validity  of  such  instruments  was  open 
to  question.6  It  is  probable  that  this  provisional  use  of  the 
Privy  Seal  paved  the  way  for  the  practice  at  a  later  date  of 
procuring  letters  or  bills  as  a  preliminary  *to  the  issue  of  the 
more  formal  document.  The  substitution  of  the  smaller  seals 
for  the  Great  Seal  was  a  well-known  abuse  of  later  times,  but 
it  is  important  to  note  that  the  chief,  if  not  the  true,  function  of 
the  mediaeval  smaller  seals,  and  especially  of  the  later  Sign 
Manual,  was  to  authorize  the  issue  of  the  Great  Seal.7  Of  the 
above  writs  or  letters,  the  Privy  Seal  is  the  earliest.  From  first 
to  last  this  maintained  its  position  as  the  recognised  medium 
for  conveying  the  royal  commands,  especially  in  cases  where 
the  authority  of  the  Great  Seal  might  be  dispensed  with  on  the 

1  "  Private  Sigillo  nostro  signatas  "  (Rot.  Lift.  Pat.,  p.  183a). 

2  This  term  does  not  seem  to  have  been  used  in  an  invidious  sense  as  in  later  times. 

3  "Qula  Magnum  Sigillum  nostrum  nobiscum  non  habuimus"  (cf.  Rot.  Litt.  Claus.,  p.  114  b,  and 
Rot.Litt.  Pat.,  p.  138). 

4  Just  as  many  subsidiary  instruments  (including  even  tallies)  were  made  in  the  forms  of  the 
official  scriptorium  and  employed  by  local  officers,  so  precepts  were  issued  by  the  sheriffs  for  certain 
purposes,  and  acknowledgments  and  other  certificates  were  sealed  by  the  customers  at  the  out-ports  as 
Letters  Patent  tinder  the  "Coket"  Seal  (cf.  Formula  Book,  No.  134).    Similarly  we  find  that  in  later 
times  warrants  were  issued  by  an  authority  delegated  to  secretaries  of  state  and  local  and  colonial 
officers.    Debentures  on  the  Wardrobe  were  not  issued  under  the  Privy  Seal,  but  under  the  seals  of  the 
clerks. 

5  "Quoniam  sigillum  nondum  habuimus." 

6  Numerous  cases  will  be  found  in  the  Statutes  and  Rolls  ol  Parliament,  and  an  undertaking  was 
often  given  for  their  ratification  in  due  course  under  the  Great  Seal  (cf.  Formula  Book,  No.  44).    This 
may  possibly  explain  the  necessity  for  the  confirmation  of  existing  charters  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
Henry  III. 

7  In  the  Small  Seal  the  Griffin  was  used  by  Edward  III,  and  the  Eagle  by  Henry  V  and  Henry  VI. 
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plea  of  urgency.1  Again,  we  must  note  that  the  use  of  the  Privy 
Seal  is  closely  associated  with  the  development  of  a  new 
administrative  department — the  Wardrobe,  whilst  the  inde- 
pendent authority  of  the  smaller  seals  in  general  is  found  to 
coincide  with  the  organization  of  the  Chancery  as  a  Court  of 
Law.  From  the  first,  too,  we  find  the  administrative  use  of 
the  Privy  Seal  chiefly  associated  with  the  fiscal  business,2  which 
had  been  from  a  very  early  period  transacted  partly  in  the 
Exchequer  and  partly  in  the  Chamber  and  Wardrobe.3  More- 
over, the  disuse  of  the  Great  Seal  for  purely  official  purposes 
must  have  presented  obvious  advantages.  The  time  was  soon 
to  come  when  even  the  use  of  the  Privy  Seal  itself  was  found 
too  cumbrous  for  many  departmental  transactions ;  but  this 
further  development  was  also  due  to  increasing  importance 
and  dignity  of  the  office  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  and 
thus  we  reach  the  final  evolution  of  the  document  in  the  shape 
of  the  Signet  Letter  and  Sign  Manual,  which  could  be  expedited 
without  needless  formalities  or  delays,  which  might  prove 
dangerous. 

Missives  under  smaller  seals  closely  resemble  in  their  choice 
of  words  those  under  the  Great  Seal,  but  in  writs  of  Privy  Seal, 
although  there  exists  a  Latin  form  as  early  as  the  thirteenth 
century,  their  characteristic  language  was  French. 

The  Privy  Seal  itself  seems  to  have  been  of  inconsiderable 
dimensions  (somewhat  larger  than  a  shilling)  from  Henry  III  to 
the  early  part  of  Edward  III,  after  which  it  reaches  the  size  of 
a  crown-piece. 

The  Signet  or  Privy  Signet  Seal  which  appears  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III  is  rather  larger  than  a  sixpenny-piece.  It  was 
lozenge-shaped,  in  contrast  to  the  circular  Privy  Seal.  Like  the 
latter,  the  wax  was  invariably  of  red.  From  Henry  VI  the 
signet  was  circular  and  the  impression  was  enclosed  with  a 
piece  of  rush. 

From  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century  the  heading 
Per  Regem  occurs  with  or  without  the  Sign  Manual.  From 
Henry  VI  the  English  form  of  the  words  is  used. 

The  salutation  and  address  are  epistolary  in  character,  and 
there  is  frequently  a  valediction.  A  noticeable  final  clause  is 

1  e.g.,  Commissions  of  Array,  Benevolences,  etc.,  in  which  the  public  safety  is  vehemently  alleged 
from  the  reign  of  Edward  III  to  Charles  I. 

2  e.g.,  Exchequer  of  Receipt,  Warrants  for  Issue. 

3  Cf.  the  several  charters  granted  to  Peter  de  Rivallis,  including  Keeper  of  Small  Seal,  Keeper  of 
Wardrobe,  etc. 
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found  somewhat  later  in  an  authorization  which  became  the 
typical  feature  of  the  Royal  Warrant.1  Perhaps  the  chief 
interest  of  the  Sign  Manual  is  found  in  the  fact  that  it  serves 
as  a  model  for  the  later  departmental  letter  (which  it  also 
resembles  as  a  paper  document),  though  as  a  mere  survival  it 
had  an  independent  existence  till  the  last  century. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  PERIOD  1450-1550,  AS  ILLUSTRATED 
BY  THE  SIGN  MANUALS. 

1430  (?).      The  first  autograph  letter  was  written  when  Henry  VI  was 

Oct.  2nd.    quite  a  boy.     His  guardian  and  uncle,  John,  Duke  of  Bedford, 

was  probably  in  France,  and  the  town  had  done  grievous  wrong 

to   one   of  his   officials.     If  the  injury  were  unintentional  no 

doubt  humble  apology  was  made ;  but  from  what  is  known  of 

the   independent    conduct   of   the   townsfolk,   any   overbearing 

behaviour  on  the  part  of  a  servant,  even  of  one  so  mighty  as 

the  Duke  of  Bedford,  would  be  summarily  dealt  with.     And 

we  further  doubt  whether  the  severe  admonishment,  to  which 

the  mayor  was  subjected,  would  have  any  great  effect  upon  him. 

1458.  The  Wars  of  the  Roses  did  not  give  much  trouble  to  the  town, 

July  30th.  although   it  is  certain  that  the  two  parties  caused  somewhat 

bitter  strife  among  the  inhabitants,  but  rather  in  a  political 

sense  than  in  actual  fighting.    Southampton  would  be  important 

to  both  Lancastrians  and  Yorkists,  if  only  as  a  port  from  which 

an   easy   escape   could   be   made    to   the    Continent.      In    1458 

Henry  VI  sent  his  second  letter,  in  which  he  orders  no  one  to 

molest  the  town.     It  seems  a  very  puerile  command,  for  who 

would   be   likely,   from   the   king's  point  of  view,   to   trouble 

Southampton  but  the  Yorkists  ?     And  did  the  king  think  that 

a  hastily-written  letter  would  prevent  a  disturbance  ?      More 

probably  it  was  merely  a  bid  for  popularity,  and  its  only  use 

would  be  to  flourish  in  the  face  of  his  Yorkist  rival  if  Mayor 

Walter  Clerk  happened  to  be  a  Lancastrian.     We  do  know  at 

this  period  that  the  ruling  element  of  the  town  was  entirely 

Yorkist,  but  that  the  popular  feeling  was  with  the  Lancastrians. 

BdwardlY      From  our  Stewards'  Books  we  read  that  Edward  IV  visited 

Southampton   in   the  first  year  of  his  reign,  riding  along  the 

coast  from  Sandwich.     At  this  visit  he  granted  a  new  charter, 

and  received  from  the  town  a  pipe  of  wine  worth  ^4. 

i  "  Et  hae  litterae  nostrae  vobis  erunt  super  hoc  sufficiens  warrantum." 
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IX. 


1470. 


NOY.  17th, 
Jan.  4th. 


1472. 
NOY.  17th, 


1473. 
Hay  3rd. 


1478. 
Dec.  10th. 


In  1470  (April)  the  king  again  visited  the  town,  and  seems 
to  have  stopped  until  the  first  week  in  May.  Just  before  his 
visit  the  Lancastrians  had  attempted  to  cut  out  a  large  ship, 
"  Le  Trinite,"  which  had  belonged  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 
Edward  committed  all  the  gentlemen  who  took  part  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  Earl  of  Worcester,  who  ordered  them  to 
be  hanged,  drawn  and  quartered,  to  the  disgust  of  the  towns- 
folk.1 It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  Southampton  ship, 
the  "  Grace  Dieu,"  helped  to  defeat  Warwick's  attempt. 
Edward  had  ordered  the  mayor  to  pay  the  master,  John 
Peynton,  and  his  men  ;  but  he  had  to  write  again  about  two 
months  later  complaining  that  his  orders  had  not  been  carried 
out.  The  negligence  was  probably  due  not  so  much  to  dis- 
obedience as  to  inability,  for  the  funds  were  in  a  very 
impoverished  state. 

In  1472  Edward  ordered  the  town  to  pay  the  late  sheriff  £20 
for  services,  possibly  in  assisting  in  the  above  executions,  out 
of  the  fee-farm.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  when  he  was 
paid. 

In  1473  Edward  wrote  from  Lewes  commissioning  the 
inhabitants  to  assist  the  Bishop  of  Winchester2  and  Sir  Maurice 
Berkeley  in  some  matter,  but  what,  unfortunately,  we  do  not 
know,  as  at  this  interesting  point  there  is  a  hole  in  the  letter. 

About  1478  a  letter  was  received  which  throws  an  interesting 
light  on  the  political  situation.  Under  Edward  IV  arose  the 
New  Monarchy.  Before  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  the  combination 
of  the  Church  and  the  nobles  quite  overshadowed  the  authority 
of  the  Crown.  With  the  rise  of  the  Lollards  and  the  favour 
shown  them  by  many  of  the  nobility,  the  influence  of  the  Church 
gradually  waned,  and  for  her  own  protection  she  sided  with 
the  king.  But  henceforth  her  power  diminished,  until  she  was 
completely  crushed  by  Thomas  Cromwell.  The  old  families 
almost  disappeared.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the  Poles, 
the  Stanleys  and  the  Howards,  themselves  of  recent  origin, 
hardly  a  fragment  of  the  older  baronage  interfered  from  this 
time  in  the  work  of  government.  Even  this  fragment  was 
crushed  by  such  enactments  as  that  mentioned  in  this  letter, 


1  t>.  Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  472. 

2  The  celebrated  William  Waynflete  (1447-87).    He  was  educated  at  Winchester  and  Oxford,  and 
had  been  appointed  headmaster  of  the  former  in  1479.    He  was  afterwards  headmaster  and  then 
provost  of  Eton.    He  was  a  staunch  adherent  of  the  House  of  Lancaster,  but  conducted  himself  so 
circumspectly  as  to  win  the  favour  of  Edward  IV.    After  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  the  aged  bishop  with- 
drew to  his  manor  house  at  Waltham,  where  he  ended  his  days  on  llth  August,  1487  (The  Victorian 
Hist.  ofHamp$hiret  Vol.  II,  pp.  47,  48). 
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in  which  we  are  told  that  they  were  forced  to  contribute  one 
tenth  of  their  possessions  into  the  treasury  of  the  king.1 

1480  (?).       The  next  two  letters  show  Edward's   great   interest  in  the 
Sept.  2nd.  iower  classes.     They  form  a  great  contrast  to  the  previous,  in 

which  he  shows  his  customary  hostility  to  the  nobles.  It  was 
a  kingly  thought  to  send  such  a  letter  on  behalf  of  a  widow- 
woman,  however  powerful  were  the  representations  made  to 
him  for  her  succour.  It  is  one  of  those  instances  which  go 
to  prove  Edward's  great  popularity  among  the  middle  and 
lower  classes.  The  next  letter  bears  upon  a  similar  point  and 
concerns  such  an  unimportant  matter  as  the  detention  of  an 

1481  (?).  archer  in  prison.     At  the  petition  of  the  brotherhood  of  bowyers 
Feb.  7th.     in  Southampton  he  orders  him  to  be  released. 

Sept. 4th.  The  last  two  letters  of  this  king  concern  shipping.  The 
first  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Historical  MSS.  Report,  and  refers 
to  one  William  Lucas,  of  a  Plymouth  ship.  He  had  been 
ordered  to  be  detained  by  a  former  letter,  which  has  disappeared. 
The  king  thanks  presumably  the  mayor  for  his  obedience,  and 
directs  him  to  bring  the  said  William  before  his  council  at 
Westminster  and  to  detain  the  ship. 
1482.  The  next  letter  gives  a  fine  picture  of  the  extraordinary  laxity 

NOY.  28th.  of  honour  among  our  own  seafolk.  During  the  autumn  of  1482 
a  merchantman  of  Spain,  laden  with  herrings,  wax  and  tapestry, 
put  in  at  Winchelsea.  Probably  during  one  dark  night  it  was 
boarded,  captured  and  sailed  out  of  the  port  by  the  pirates. 
With  great  effrontery  the  ship  put  in  at  Southampton,  and  was 
there  sold  with  its  cargo.  From  what  we  know  of  the  lawless 
nature  of  our  townsfolk,  no  questions  were  asked.  Also  knowing 
the  enmity  which  existed  between  the  Cinque  Ports  and  South- 
ampton, to  which  I  have  referred  elsewhere,  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  the  buccaneers  (if  I  may  adopt  this  word  from 
a  later  century)  were  people  of  the  town.  The  matter  did  not 
rest  here,  and  Peter  de  Valeto,  the  owner  of  the  ship,  complains 
to  the  king,  who  quickly  discovered  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at 
Southampton,  and  orders  the  mayor  to  seize  it  and  do  all  he 
possibly  can  to  recover  the  cargo.  We  doubt  whether  any 
success  attended  his  commands.  Edward  had  no  intention  of 
giving  offence  to  Spain  at  this  date,  as  he  was  preparing  to 
make  war  on  France,  an  intention  which  was  frustrated  by  his 
early  death  a  few  months  later. 

i  The  word  "  confiscate  "  arises  about  this  time,  when  such  forced  contributions  were  put  into  the 
fiscus,  the  royal  treasury. 
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Kichard  ill     A  most  rare  sign  manual  follows.     It  is  that  of  Richard,  when, 

1*83.       as  Duke  of  Gloucester,  he  was  Protector.     The  subject-matter 

Mar.  4th.    js  unimportant,  and  simply  recommends  one  Richard  Forthey 

to  the  mayor  in  certain  suits  which  he  is  bringing  before  the 

Town  Court. 

Backing-  Jn  the  autumn,  a  few  months  after  Richard  had  proclaimed 
Rebellion,  himself  king,  he  sends  a  letter  calling  upon  the  mayor  to  send 
Dot.  13th.  him  as  many  horsemen  as  possible  to  Coventry,  to  help  crush 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  This  nobleman  had  been  the  chief 
friend  and  supporter  of  Richard,  and  the  latter  was  accustomed 
to  load  with  his  favours  all  who  served  him.  For  instance, 
Buckingham  was  invested  with  the  office  of  Constable  of 
England,  an  office  which  Richard  himself  formerly  held  ;  he 
also  received  the  grant  of  the  estates  of  Hereford,  the  famous 
Bohun,  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  ancient  barons,  whose  two 
daughters  had  married,  respectively,  Thomas  of  Woodstock, 
Earl  of  Gloucester,  and  Henry  IV.  From  the  former  Bucking- 
ham was  descended,  and  the  estates  had  been  divided  between 
his  family  and  the  House  of  Lancaster.  After  the  attainder 
of  the  latter,  the  other  moiety  had  devolved  to  the  House  of 
York.  Buckingham  now  claimed  this  portion  which  Richard 
promised  him.  It  was  said  that  afterwards  Richard  refused  to 
make  restitution,  but  records  show  that  the  full  demand  of 
Buckingham  had  been  satisfied.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
Richard  was  sensible  of  the  danger  of  conferring  such  immense 
estates  upon  a  man  of  such  turbulent  disposition,  and  raised 
difficulties  about  the  execution  of  his  grant.  Perhaps  he 
resolved,  according  to  the  usual  maxim  of  politicians,  to  seize 
the  first  opportunity  of  ruining  this  powerful  subject.  However 
it  may  be,  when  Morton,  Bishop  of  Ely,  formed  the  design  of 
marrying  Henry  Tudor  to  Margaret,  Edward  IV's  daughter, 
Buckingham  flung  himself  into  it  heart  and  soul.  Richmond 
embarked  in  his  fleet  to  join  him  with  a  small  army,  but  a 
storm  arose  which  drove  him  back  to  France.  The  outbreak 
was  quickly  suppressed  ;  the  towns  with  whom  the  House  of 
York  was  deservedly  popular  furnishing  with  great  willingness 
their  quota  to  his  army.  We  have  no  proof  that  Southampton 
refused  the  forces  demanded,  but  we  should  gather  from  the 
fact  that  Richard  paid  rather  peculiar  deference  to  this  town, 
that  it  was  in  no  wise  behind  other  towns  in  its  loyalty  to 
Richard.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  had  a 
hereditary  connection  with  the  town  as  possessor  of  the  tronage 
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and  peysage,1  and  at  one  time  it  seemed  as  though  Southampton 
shared  in  the  general  revolt  against  the  Yorkist  domination. 
In  1470  Warwick  attempted  to  seize  a  ship  of  his  own  lying 
in  the  harbour,  but  was  prevented  by  Lord  Scales.  In  spite  of 
this,  Warwick's  vice-admiral  visited  the  town  in  the  following 
year,  and  was  there  seized  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

The  Lancastrian  element  in  the  town,  headed  by  the  ex- 
mayor,  Walter  Wylliams,  with  William  Overay  and  another 
prominent  burgess,  Roger  Kersale,  were  impeached  for  sharing 
in  Buckingham's  rebellion,  though  they  were  subsequently 
pardoned.  After  his  defeat,  Buckingham  sought  refuge  with 
an  old  retainer  in  Shropshire,  Ralph  Banister,  who  gave  him 
up  to  the  sheriff.  The  price  put  upon  Buckingham's  head  was 
£1,000,  or  an  estate  worth  £100  a  year — a  sum  probably  equal 
to  £12,000  at  the  present  day.2 

Piracy.  A    month    later    (November    loth)    Richard   complains   that 

Sir  William  Berkeley  had  committed  an  act  of  piracy.  This 
gentleman  seems  to  have  had  piratical  instincts  in  common 
with  many  others  of  the  South  of  England..  Here  a  citizen  of 
Southampton  could  feel  the  justice  of  the  Golden  Rule.  South- 
ampton had  been  by  no  means  free  from  the  fault  of  which  she 
here  so  strongly  disapproved.  There  are  many  instances  in 
our  records  of  accusation  made  and  proved  of  the  piratical 
tendencies  of  her  population,  or  rather,  we  should  say,  of  her 
rulers — the  mayor  and  bailiffs.  But,  for  a  citizen  to  suffer  from 
another  pirate  was  not  to  be  endured,  and  promptly  was  appeal 
made  to  the  king.  It  was  an  additional  insult  for  the  bailiff  of 
Portsmouth  and  Thomas  Broyne,  whoever  he  may  have  been, 
to  have  refused  the  restoration  of  the  plunder,  as  Portsmouth 
was  regarded  as  a  portion,  and  a  somewhat  insignificant 
portion,  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Southampton. 
The  woollen  goods  were  being  brought  over  from  Flanders  by 

1  The  tron  was  a  wooden  pillar  erected  in  the  market  place  and  giving  support  to  a  horizontal 
beam,  from  which  were  suspended  the  town  scales  for  weighing  wool  and  other  commodities.    The 
tron  weight  was  formerly  in  use  in  Scotland  for  wool,  cheese  and  butter,  the  pound  ranging  from  21 
to  28  ounces  in  the  various  counties  (Lat. :  "tutrina"  =  a  balance).    Thus  tronage  and  peysage  was 
the  right  of  weighing  commodities,  which  brought  with  it  the  fee  for  such  weighing. 

2  Amongst  those  who  suffered  was  William  Collingbourne,  a  sheriff  of  Wiltshire,  whose  only  fault 
seexs  to  have  been  the  composition  and  circulation  of  the  doggerel :  - 

"  The  Cat,  the  Rat,  and  Lovel  the  Dog 
Rule  all  England  under  the  Hog." 

The  Cat  was  Catesby,  the  Rat— Ratcliffe,  the  Hog— Richard  himself,  one  of  whose  cognizances  was 
a  white  boar.  Gray,  In  the  "Bard,"  referring  to  the  murder  of  Prince  Edward  after  the  battle  of 
Tewkesbury,  says : — 

"  The  bristled  Boar  in  infant  gore 
Wallows  beneath  the  thorny  shade." 
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this  ship  of  Brittany,  as  no  manufactured  wool  was  as  yet 
produced  in  England.  It  was  the  fostering  care  of  Henry  VIII 
which  enabled  England  to  compete  with  the  Flemish  towns 
in  this  respect.  We  note  that  the  mayor  of  Southampton  had 
complete  jurisdiction  over  the  bailiff  of  Portsmouth,  although 
the  latter  seems  to  have  refused  to  do  restitution  at  the  first 
instance.  On  the  3rd  of  December  the  town  clerk,  with  two 
burgesses,  rode  to  London  "  to  the  king's  good  grace,  to  show 
and  defend  the  town  privileges  as  granted  by  the  king's  noble 
progenitors,"  doubtless  with  a  view  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
charter.  On  their  way  the  deputation  was  detained  at  Guild- 
ford  by  great  frost  and  snow.1  This  assumption  is  in  part 
Dec.  13th.  correct,  as  the  next  letter  shows.  Richard  desires  the  said 
privileges  to  be  kept  inviolable,  but  chiefly  because  certain 
ill-disposed  persons  have  the  intention  of  causing  trouble  writh 
regard  to  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  privileges.  Miss  Wallis 
Chapman,  in  her  preface  to  the  first  volume  of  the  Black  Book,2 
mentions  that  there  is  some  doubt  with  regard  to  the  view, 
held  by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Green,  that  Southampton  about  this  time 
was  governed  by  a  close  and  narrow  oligarchy  and  an  almost 
despotic  mayor.  But  we  may  reasonably  conclude  from  this 
letter  that  the  burgesses  had  lost  for  the  time  being  their  power 
to  elect  officers,  or,  at  least,  if  such  elected  officers  had  caused 
general  dissatisfaction,  they  seem  to  have  lost  the  power  of 
deposing  them  from  their  office.  Evidently  some  such  persons 
were  now  in  authority  and  held  such  power  that  the  burgesses 
were  helpless  against  them,  with  the  result  that  an  appeal  to 
the  king  produced  a  promise  of  royal  intervention  if  the  ancient 
statutes  of  the  town  were  not  adhered  to. 

In  1461  Edward  IV  made  a  new  grant  by  a  charter  which 
confirmed  all  the  previous  charters,3  except  those  made  by 
Lancastrian  kings,  but  repeating  and  extending  nearly  all  the 
provisions  in  the  Lancastrian  grants,  with  one  notable  exception. 
The  provisions  as  to  election  entirely  disappears.  It  is  supposed 
that  this  was  a  reward  to  the  wealthier  burgesses  for  their 
loyalty  in  supporting  the  Yorkist  cause.  At  the  time  of 
Richard's  accession  we  gather  that  the  popular  element  had 
regained  their  influence,  and  to  consolidate  his  power  in  the 
town  he  confirms  all  their  ancient  liberties. 

1  Davies,  Hist,  of  /Southampton,  p.  474. 

2  Black  Book  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  xvi. 

3  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  98. 
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In  the  next  February  the  late  Treasurer  of  Calais  sued  John 
Feb.  25th.  Sare  for  the  large  sum  of  £70,  before  the  Town  Court,  and 
Richard  writes  to  the  mayor  to  point  out  that  the  said  sum  is 
due  to  his  well-beloved  servant,  Thomas  Yoxhale,  of  Ports- 
mouth. As  nothing  is  known  of  the  said  John  and  the  said 
Thomas,  or  whether  he  paid  his  debt  or  not,  and  as  the  whole 
matter  contains  not  the  merest  hint  of  romance,  it  can  be 
dismissed  with  the  hope  that  Richard  received  no  disappoint- 
ment. But  we  doubt  it. 

July  7th.  Early  in  July  Richard  recommends  that  special  favour  should 
be  shown  to  Anthony  Spynell.  The  latter  must  have  been  a 
stranger  lately  come  into  residence  in  the  town,  and  was  probably 
boycotted  through  the  jealousy  of  the  Merchants'  Guild.  We 
can  imagine  him,  through  the  influence  of  some  high  official, 
obtaining  this  sign  manual  in  order  to  persuade  the  conservative 
burghers  to  allow  him  to  lead  a  peaceful  life.  Ordinance  19  of 
the  Guild  Merchant  states  that  "  no  one  shall  buy  anything  in 
the  town  of  Suthamtone  to  sell  again  in  the  same  town  unless 
he  be  a  guildsman.  And  if  anyone  do  so  and  he  be  attainted 
thereof,  all  that  he  hath  so  bought  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  king. 
And  no  one  shall  be  quit  of  custom  unless  he  have  made  it  clear 
that  he  is  of  the  Guild  or  of  the  franchise,  and  this  from  year  to 
year." 1  Foreigners,  a  term  which  meant  those  without  the 
town,  were  only  allowed  in  the  town  on  sufferance  for  a  limited 
period,  and  on  condition  of  finding  sureties  among  the  bur- 
gesses.2 They  were  excluded  from  all  privileges,  political  and 
commercial,  unless  they  were  burgesses  of  a  town  which  enjoyed 
freedom  of  toll  with  Southampton.  Under  no  condition  were 
they  allowed  to  sell  by  retail,  except  on  market  and  fair  days.3 
It  was  possible  for  such  foreigners  to  obtain  some  remission  of 
these  restrictions  by  paying  a  fine  called  "  gildagium  "  or  "  gild- 
wite."  *  It  is  an  interesting  point  whether  Anthony  Spynell 
may  not  have  been  an  Italian  merchant,  whose  real  name  was 
Antonio  Spinola.  If  we  can  assume  this  we  open  up  a  subject 
of  some  importance.  There  had  been  for  the  last  thirty  years 
considerable  trouble  with  the  Italians  in  the  South  of  England. 
In  1455  we  learn  that  "  merchant  strangers  from  Italy  had  been 
accustomed  to  ride  about  the  country,  spying  out  the  nakedness 

1  P.  Studer,  Oak  Book,  Vol.  I,  p.  35. 

2  ib.,  p.  57. 

3  ib.,  p.  35. 

4  Gross,  Gild  Merchant,  Vol.  I,  p.  42.    P.  Studer,  Oak  Book,  Vol.  I,  p.  xxxi. 
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of  the  land,  and  with  their  ready  money  buying  up  at  first  hand 
wools  and  woollen  cloth  from  such  indigent  people  as  were 
content  to  sell  at  great  loss ;  they  had  also  begun  to  manu- 
facture, and  thus  had  caused  a  fall  in  the  price  of  woollen 
goods.  They  were  therefore  restrained  from  buying  wool, 
woolfells,  cloth  or  tin,  excepting  in  the  markets  of  London, 
Hampton  (Southampton)  or  Sandwich."1  The  town  seems  to 
have  become  the  resort  of  several  wealthy  Italians,  for  the 
following  reason.  The  citizens  of  London  were  exceedingly 
jealous  of  them.  There  was  an  outburst  of  popular  ill-feeling 
in  Cheapside,  where  the  mercers  had  their  quarters,  an  out- 
burst which  increased  so  amazingly  that  the  Italian  merchants 
departed  hurriedly  from  London  and  took  refuge,  some  in 
Winchester  and  some  in  Southampton.  Here  they  promulgated 
an  ordinance  among  themselves  that,  for  the  future,  there  should 
be  no  commercial  intercourse  between  them  and  London.  This 
bye-law  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Venetian  Senate.  It 
is  to  be  presumed  that  Southampton  was  found  to  be  the  more 
convenient  place  for  residence  and  trade,  since,  to  the  discredit 
of  the  foreigners,  it  is  alleged  that  they  took  "  great  old 
mansions  in  Winchester  and  put  the  landlords  to  heavy  expenses 
in  repairs,  but  never  went  there  after  all."  2 

H85.  In  the  first  year  of  Richard  Ill's  reign  an  Act  had  been  passed 

ar.  26th.  ordering  that  all  merchants  of  Italy  should  sell  their  goods  in 
England  wholesale,  and  forbade  them  to  be  sold  retail.  The 
Italians  complained  that  the  quantity  of  merchandise  was  too 
great  for  them  to  comply  with  the  order,  although  they  were 
given  until  the  ist  of  May,  1485.  Therefore  in  March  of  the 
latter  year,  by  the  advice  of  the  lords  of  his  council,  Richard 
very  justly  prolonged  the  intention  of  the  Act  until  the  following 
September,  and  sends  a  sign  manual  to  Southampton  to  inform 
the  mayor  of  the  extension  of  liberty  to  sell  their  goods  by 
retail.  This  letter  affords  further  proof  of  the  importance  of 
Southampton  with  regard  to  the  trade  with  Italy.  All  this  was 
part  of  Richard's  policy  in  the  closing  months  of  his  reign. 
His  only  hope  was  to  win  the  favour  of  the  middle  classes. 
The  nobles  of  both  parties  were  bitterly  opposed  to  him,  the 
Yorkists  as  much  as  the  Lancastrians,  because  of  the  murder 
of  his  nephews.  Although  he  has  had  many  apologists,  there 

i  Rot.  Parl.,  V,  p.  334.    Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  255. 

*  Gairdner,  Three  Fifteenth  Century  ChronicUs,  Introd.,  p.  viii  (Canid.  Soc  ).    Davies,  Hist,  of 
Southampton,  p.  471. 
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seems  to  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  deed. 
The  chronicler  of  the  Grey  Friars  of  London  mentions  their 
death  in  this  simple  way :  "  And  the  two  sons  of  King  Edward 
were  put  to  shame."  This  phrase  means  much  more  than  that 
they  were  treated  in  unseemly  fashion.  The  evidence  of 
Sir  Thomas  More  seems  conclusive.  He  says :  u  I  have  heard 
by  credible  report  of  such  as  were  secret  with  his  chamberers, 
that,  after  this  abominable  deed,  Richard  never  had  quiet  of  his 
mind ;  he  never  thought  himself  sure  (i.e.,  secure).  When  he 
went  abroad  his  eyes  whirled  about,  his  body  privily  fenced, 
his  hand  ever  on  his  dagger,  his  countenance  and  manner  like 
one  always  ready  to  strike  again.  He  took  ill  rest  at  night, 
waking  and  musing  ;  wearied  with  care  and  watch,  he  rather 
slumbered  than  slept.  Troubled  with  fearful  dreams,  suddenly 
sometimes  he  started  up,  leapt  out  of  his  bed  and  ran  about 
his  chamber."  One  can  almost  imagine  that  Shakespeare  read 
these  words. 

But  in  spite  of  his  temper,  which  hesitated  at  no  deed,  how- 
ever violent,  to  gain  his  ends,  Richard  did  not  trust  to  mere 
audacity  in  his  attempt  to  seize  the  crown.  During  his  brother's 
reign  he  had  kept  an  observant  eye  upon  the  increase  of  popular 
discontent  which  was  being  fomented  by  the  new  policy  of 
the  monarchy,  and  it  was  as  the  champion  of  the  liberty  of  the 
people  that  he  appealed  for  their  support.  "  We  have  deter- 
mined," said  the  citizens  of  London  in  a  petition  to  the  king, 
"  rather  to  adventure  and  to  commit  us  to  the  peril  of  our 
lives  and  jeopardy  of  death  than  to  live  in  such  thraldom  and 
bondage  as  we  have  lived  long  time  heretofore,  oppressed  and 
injured  by  extortions  and  new  impositions  against  the  laws  of 
God  and  man  and  the  liberty  of  this  realm,  wherein  every 
Englishman  is  inherited." 

The  result  of  this  petition  was  that  Richard  summoned 
Parliament,  which  during  the  reign  of  Edward  had  been  all 
but  discontinued.  Many  popular  measures  were  passed. 
Although  it  was  of  necessity  of  brief  duration,  time  was  found 
to  pass  Acts  against  the  practice  of  extorting  money  by  means 
of  benevolences ;  while  grants  of  pardons  and  remission  of 
forfeitures  reversed  in  some  degree  the  policy  of  terror  by  which 
Edward  at  once  held  the  country  in  awe  and  filled  his  treasury. 
Amongst  other  statutes  was  promulgated  a  series  of  enactments 
which  aimed  at  fostering  and  protecting  the  growing  commerce. 
Richard's  love  of  learning  was  evident  in  the  provision  that  no 
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law  should  act  as  a  hindrance  "  to  any  artificer  or  merchant- 
stranger,  of  what  nation  or  country  he  be,  for  bringing  into 
this  realm  or  selling  by  retail  or  otherwise,  any  manner 
of  books,  written  or  imprinted."  In  other  ways  he  also 
endeavoured  to  revive  that  popularity  which  he  had  lost  by 
his  cruel  deeds  which  gained  him  the  throne.  He  forbade 
goods  to  be  seized  until  persons  accused  of  felony  were  actually 
proved  guilty,  a  custom  prevalent  in  his  brother's  reign  ;  he 
freed  the  bondsmen  of  the  royal  domains  from  their  dis- 
enfranchisement ;  and  he  endowed  many  religious  foundations. 
But  all  in  vain.  The  news  of  his  nephews'  murder  gradually 
permeated  through  all  classes,  and  the  nation  shrank  with 
horror  from  this  crowning  act  of  cruelty.  Seeing  that  his  bid 
for  popularity  had  failed,  he  reversed  his  policy  and  endeavoured 
to  keep  what  he  had  gained  so  iniquitously  by  a  reign  of  terror. 
He  threw  off  all  pretence  of  constitutional  government,  and  by 
resuming  the  levying  of  benevolences  he  disregarded  all  the 
enactments  which  he  had  just  passed,  to  general  indignation 
of  his  subjects. 

Kpril  10th.  As  usual,  the  citizens  of  London  led  the  way,  and  in  April 
Richard  sent  a  letter  to  Southampton  in  which  he  complained 
that  "somme  by  setting  up  of  bills,  somme  by  messages  and 
sending  furth  of  fals  and  abhominable  languages  and  lyes, 
somme  by  bold  and  presumptuous  open  speche  and  comtacioun 
oon  with  othre,  wherethurgh  the  innocent  people,  which  wold 
live  in  rest  and  pease  and  truly  under  our  obeissance,  as  they 
ought  to  doo,  be  greatly  abused  and  oftentymes  put  in  daunger 
of  thair  lifes,  landes  and  goodes,  as  ofte  as  thay  folowe  the 
steppis  and  advises  of  the  said  sedicious  and  myschevous 
personnes  to  our  great  hevisesse  and  pitie."  Doubtless  Richard 
feared  that  this  discontent  would  reach  Southampton,  for  after 
warning  the  mayor  of  the  danger  of  the  infection  spreading,  he 
bids  him  apprehend  any  person  who  is  the  "  auctor  and  maker 
of  the  said  sedicious  speche  and  language  and  that  whosoever 
furst  fynde  any  sedicious  bille  sette  up  in  any  place,  he  take  it 
down  and  without  redyng  (he  does  not  explain  how  the  person 
is  to  know  that  it  contains  seditious  matter  without  reading  it) 
or  shewyng  the  same  to  any  othre  persoune  bring  it  furth  with 
to  us  or  somme  of  the  Lordes  or  othre  of  our  Counsaill." 

The  last  of  Richard's  sign  manuals  is  rather  pathetic,  in  that 
it  was  sent  from  Nottingham  a  few  weeks  before  the  battle  of 
Bosworth.  He  made  this  town  his  central  point  until  he  heard 
of  his  rival's  landing,  when  he  marched  westward  to  meet  him. 


Xviii.  INTRODUCTION. 


We  can  only  surmise  that  the  Garter  King  of  Arms,  who 
brought  the  letter,  had  to  use  the  persuasive  powers  of  his 
tongue  to  induce  the  mayor  to  supply  him  with  a  quota  of 
armed  men,  for  which  we  have  no  doubt  there  would  be  a 
verbal  promise  that  the  fee-farm  would  be  remitted. 
In  the  following  month  he  lost  his  crown  and  life. 

Henry  YII.      The  new  king  took  considerable  interest  in  the   town,  and 
i«6.       visited  it  several  times.     This  was  a  doubtful  honour,  and  it 
appears   that   the   town   had   to   borrow  considerable  sums  of 
Birth  of     money  for  his  entertainment.     On  September  iQth,  1486,  Prince 
Arthur       Arthur  was  born  at  Winchester,  and  in  the  Book  of  Remem- 
brances of  Southampton  we  read  :  "  One  John  Burnard,  yoman 
of  the  menys  chambre,  comme  unto  Suthampton  unto  the  Maire 
and  to  his  brethern  and  tolde  the  tythynges  and  seid  ther  is  a 
Prynce  borne  that  nyght  next  affor  at  Wynchestre.     And  that 
the  Kyng  commaunded  that  all  the  Curates,  prestes  and  clerkes 
of  the  seide  town  shold  goe  in  prossession  (sic)  and  aftre  synge 
Te  Deum  laudamus  yn  wurshipyng  God  therfor.     And  for  the 
gode   tydynges   the  seid  John  Burnard  had  yn  reward  of  the 
Maire  and  his  bretherne  paid  by  the  handes  of  John  Godfray, 
steward  of  the  same  day,  vi  s.  viii  d." 

1488,  There  was  a  curious   conflict   between   some  Venetian   and 

Conflict  English  ships  on  Christmas  Day  off  St.  Helens,  in  the  Isle  of 
Venetians.  Wight.  The  galleys  were  commanded  to  lower  their  sails  as 
a  sign  that  they  acknowledged  the  sovereignty  of  the  English, 
but  they  attempted  instead  to  explain  that  they  were  friends. 
The  pirates,  for  they  were  nothing  less,  would  not  listen,  so  the 
Venetians  fired  on  the  English,  killed  18,  and  fled  to  Southamp- 
ton. The  Venetian  captain  complained  to  Henry,  who  sent 
the  Bishop  of  Winchester  to  say  that  those  who  had  been  killed 
must  bear  their  own  loss,  and  that  a  pot  of  wine  would  settle 
the  matter.1 

1*92.  A  few  years  later  the  king's  arsenal  in  Southampton  caught 

fire,  and  a  Venetian,  Ser  Filippo  Morosiai,  was  suspected,  but 
contrived  to  clear  himself  of  the  charge.2 

1W3.  In   the    following    year    a    Spanish    ship   was   detained   for 

Friendship  importing   contraband   alum,  which   was   largely  used   in  the 

Spain.        manufacture  of  cloth,  and  which  was  subject  to  import  duties. 

Henry,  however,  desiring  at  this  time  to  keep  on  friendly  terms 

with  the  Spaniards,  as  he  was  anxious  to  complete  the  marriage 

l  Cal.  State  Papers  (Venetian). 
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of  the  Infanta  with  his  son,  sent  a  letter  to  the  mayor  ordering 
the  ship  to  be  allowed  to  depart.  Catherine  of  Aragon  was  to 
have  been  welcomed  at  Southampton  in  1501,  and  a  great 
display  had  been  arranged  for  her  reception  in  September,  but 
to  the  great  disappointment  of  the  citizens,  who  found  that  all 
their  outlay  was  fruitless,  she  landed  at  Plymouth. 

Henry  sent  a  letter  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
dispute  between  the  town  and  God's  House  This  hospital, 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  poor,  had  been  founded 
in  1185  by  Gervaise  le  Riche,  who  endowed  it  with  various 
lands.1  His  residence,  West  Hall,  was  the  site  of  the  Grammar 
School  until  the  new  buildings  were  erected.  His  brother, 
Roger,  was  made  the  first  warden,  and  bequeathed  the  Salt 
Marsh  to  the  hospital ;  this  marsh  extended  from  God's  House 
Gate  westward  to  the  Itchen.  It  was  a  constant  source  of 
trouble  to  the  inhabitants  because  of  the  encroachment  of  the 
sea.  By  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  it  was  con- 
sidered common  land,  and  various  aged  inhabitants  gave 
confirmatory  evidence.  In  1504  Mr.  Justice  Kingsmill  awarded 
the  land  to  the  town,  although  there  seems  no  doubt  that 
originally  it  was  the  property  of  God's  House.2  Peace  was 
evidently  restored  for  some  years,  but  the  strife  broke  out  again 
in  Henry  VIII's  reign,  and  in  1517  we  have  two  letters  referring 
to  the  same  subject.  In  the  former  Henry  mentions  that  the 
sea  has  broken  through  the  banks  of  the  Salt  Marsh  and  that 
the  causeway  is  in  ruins.  This  causeway  is  not  mentioned  in 
any  of  the  ancient  maps  of  Southampton,  but  doubtless  it 
extended  from  near  the  mouth  of  the  Itchen  to  the  Chantry 
of  St.  Mary's,  a  little  south  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  which,  I  take 
it,  is  the  same  as  that  of  Our  Lady  of  Grace.  On  the  Tuesday 
after  receiving  the  first  letter,  while  the  mayor,  John  Perchard, 
was  holding  the  king's  law-day  in  the  Town  Hall,  some  300 
of  the  commons,  men  and  women,  swarmed  into  the  Salt  Marsh, 
broke  down  fences  and  banks,  then,  rushing  in  a  mass  to  the 
Guildhall,  made  "presumptuously  and  unlawfully  a  great 
shout,"  to  the  annoyance  of  the  court  within.  Then  they 
walked,  two  and  two,  with  picks  and  shovels,  as  far  as  Holy 
Rood  Church  and  Cross,  close  to  which  was  the  mayor's  house, 
where  one  of  them  had  the  audacity  to  cry :  "  If  Master  Mayor 
have  any  more  work  for  us,  we  be  ready."  Such  conduct  was 

1  Sot.  Parl,  I,  p.  18. 

2  v.  Da  vies.  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  54. 
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not  to  be  borne.  On  May  8th  Sir  W.  Sands  appeared  with  the 
second  letter.1  The  ringleaders  fled,  but  six  others  were  seized, 
hurried  to  London  and  lodged  in  the  Marshalsea.  Petitions 
were  got  up  in  every  parish  for  the  unfortunate  six ;  the  banks, 
it  is  said,  should  be  repaired  and  no  such  outrage  ever  repeated. 
The  authorities  relented,  and  proclamation  was  made  that  all 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  breaking  down  should  at  once 
restore  the  banks.  Consequently  a  letter  was  written  to  the 
Lord  Cardinal  (Wolsey),  showing  his  grace  how  sorry  the  com- 
mons were  "for  their  sad  and  unlawful  deeds."  A  letter  was 
also  written  to  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  begging  him  to  use 
his  influence  with  the  Cardinal.  Consequently  the  prisoners 
were  released  on  July  i6th,  and  at  their  coming  to  Hampton 
were  ordered  to  sit  in  the  open  stocks  under  the  pillory.  The 
mayor  and  the  king's  lieutenant  were  to  take  care  to  walk 
down  that  way,  and  the  penitents  were  to  say  :  "  Master  Mayor, 
we  have  offended  the  king's  grace  and  all  you  in  making  a 
great  riot  and  unlawful  assembly,  contrary  to  the  king's  laws 
and  the  good  rule  of  the  town,  whereof  we  acknowledge  our- 
selves guilty,  and  beseech  you  and  your  brethren  to  be  good 
masters  unto  us  hereafter  and  to  forgive  us."  "  Therupponne 
he  commaunded  them  owt  of  the  stokkes  and  hadd  them  to  the 
Audite  hous,  and  bound  them  by  obligacon  to  be  good  aberyng 
(?  bearing)  ageynst  the  Kinges  grace  and  the  Mayor  and  his 
Brethryn  hereafter,  and  so  delyveryd  them."2  This  seems 
finally  to  have  ended  the  dispute,  for  we  hear  no  more  about 
the  Salt  Marsh. 

Connection  England  had  the  most  intimate  relations  with  Flanders  from 
F/anders.  ^ie  time  of  William  I,  whose  wife,  Matilda,  was  a  princess  of 
that  country.  It  will  be  remembered  that  wool  was  the  staple 
product  of  this  country,  and  that  this  wool  was  exported 
principally  to  Flanders,  where  the  great  woollen  manufacturing 
towns  produced  cloth  for  practically  the  whole  civilized  world. 
It  was  the  attempt  of  France  to  get  possession  of  these  towns 
which  led  to  the  Hundred  Years  War  with  France.  Southamp- 
ton was  the  principal  port  from  which  the  wool  was  exported, 
and  the  old  Wool  House  is  still  a  conspicuous  building.  The 
other  ports  were  Wey mouth,  Boston,  Yarmouth,  Hull,  Lynn 
and  Newcastle.  The  office  of  "  peyser  "  at  Southampton  was 

1  The  Book  of  Remembrances  says  the  following  Saturday.    If  this  is  correct,  there  must  have  been 
two  letters  brought  by  Sir  W.  Sands  at  an  interval  of  six  weeks. 

2  Book  of  Remembrances,  ft.  11-14. 
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considered  of  high  importance,  and  for  nearly  a  century  this 
office  was  in  the  hands  of  the  various  Earls  of  Warwick. 

Margaret,  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  was  the  sister  of  Edward  IV, 
and  when  the  Lancastrian  cause  triumphed  in  the  person  of 
Henry  VII,  she  was  filled  with  bitter  animosity  against  him. 
When  Perkin  Warbeck  made  his  appearance,  she  pretended  to 
recognise  him  and  received  him  in  Flanders  as  her  nephew, 
without  any  doubt  for  political  reasons.  His  presence  gave 
rise  to  an  unseemly  fragas.  Maximilian  was  quite  ready  to  risk 
a  quarrel  with  England  on  the  chance  of  the  dethronement  of 
Henry.  The  latter  replied  by  removing  the  staple  for  English 
wool  from  Flanders  to  Calais,  stopping  all  intercourse  between 
his  subjects  and  the  Netherlands,  and  expelling  all  Flemings 
from  England.  The  Burgundian  government  replied  by  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  English  wool,  and  for  two  years 
there  was  a  cessation  of  commercial  dealings  between  the  two 
countries.  Finally,  Duke  Philip  was  prevailed  upon  to  promise 
not  to  admit  any  enemy  of  England  into  his  dominions ;  and  in 
1496.  February,  1496,  the  Magnus  Intercursus  proclaimed  on  both 
lagnus  sides  freedom  of  trade,  i.e.,  the  right  of  trading  without  special 
iirsus.  license  or  pass.  A  few  years  later,  in  1502,  the  Magnus  Inter- 
cursus was  solemnly  renewed,  but  Henry,  angered  by  the  refusal 
of  the  Netherlands  to  assist  him  in  capturing  Edmund  de  la  Pole, 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  brought  about  a  fresh  stoppage  of  trade  until 
1506. 

On  the  i8th  of  March  Henry  sent  a  signed  letter  to  the 
mayor  to  inform  him  that  Southampton  was  one  of  the  towns 
which  was  bound  to  observe  the  treaty.  It  would  no  doubt  be 
a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  traders  of  the  town  to 
know  that  trade  was  to  be  resumed  with  Flanders,  and  it  is 
hard  to  understand  why  the  citizens  of  London  strongly  objected 
to  sealing  the  treaty.1  One  of  the  most  interesting  points  about 
this  document  is  the  names  of  the  signatories.  Amongst  them 
are  some  of  the  greatest  names  in  the  Netherlands,  and  others 
have  not  been  identified.  The  Burgomasters  of  the  principal 
manufacturing  towns  also  signed,  and  it  is  heart-rending  to 
know  that  a  town  like  Ypres,  which  then  ranked  second  in 
importance  amongst  the  Flemish  towns,  is  now  a  heap  of  ruins. 
The  towns  are  named  in  the  following  order  : — Liege,  Douai, 
Bruges,  Ghent,  Ypres,  Dunkirk,  Nieuport,  Antwerp,  Dortrecht, 

l  W.  Busch,  England  under  the  Tudors,  Vol.  I,  p.  148  (.J.  Gairdner,  trans.).    Also  v.  Miss  Wallis 
Chapman,  Black  Book,  Vol.  II,  p.  165. 
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Delf,  Leyden,  Amsterdam,  Middelburgh,  Malines  and  Brielle. 
Three  towns  have  apparently  disappeared,  namely,  Berghes, 
Zyrecsee  and  Voit. 

Archery.  The  three  last  letters  bearing  Henry  VIIFs  signature  refer  to 
the  supplying  of  a  quota  of  12  archers  for  the  wars.  No  date 
can  be  ascribed  to  these,  as  they  might  as  well  be  referred  to 
1513  as  to  1542.  One  of  the  signatures  is  very  shaky,  and  one 
is  tempted  to  put  it  to  the  later  date,  but  unfortunately  the 
signature  of  the  succeeding  letter  has  recovered  its  firm 
character,  so  that  we  are  again  left  in  a  state  of  uncertainty. 
Henry  may  have  been  suffering  from  an  attack  of  gout  in  his 
hands,  from  which  he  was  shortly  afterward  relieved.  If  this 
is  so,  the  later  date  seems  the  more  probable.  Edward  IV  had 
ordained  that  every  Englishman  should  have  a  bow  of  his  own 
height,  and  ordered  butts  to  be  constructed  in  every  township 
for  the  inhabitants  to  shoot  at  on  feast  days  ;  he  imposed  the 
penalty  of  one  halfpenny  upon  every  one  who  neglected  to 
use  his  bow.  A  statute  passed  in  the  thirty- third  year  of 
Henry  VIIFs  reign  made  it  compulsory  upo'n  every  man  under 
sixty  (except  "spiritual"  men,  justices  and  other  officials)  to 
use  shooting  with  the  long  bow,  and  to  have  a  bow  and  arrows 
continually  in  his  house  ;  that  he  should  provide  bows  and 
arrows  for  his  servants  and  children  ;  that  every  servant  above 
17  and  under  60  should  pay  6/8  if  he  were  without  a  bow  and 
arrows  for  one  month.  Latimer,  in  a  sermon  preached  before 
Edward  VI,  enforced  the  practice  of  archery  from  the  pulpit. 
"  In  my  time,"  he  observes,  "my  poor  father  was  as  diligent 
to  teach  me  to  shoot  as  to  learn  me  any  other  thing,  and  so  I 
think  other  men  did  their  children.  He  taught  me  how  to 
draw  ;  how  to  lay  my  body  in  my  bow,  and  not  to  draw  with 
strength  of  arms  as  other  nations  do,  but  v/ith  strength  of  body. 
I  had  my  bows  bought  me  according  to  my  age  and  strength  ; 
as  I  increased  in  them  so  my  bows  were  made  bigger  and 
bigger,  for  men  shall  never  shoot  well  except  they  be  brought 
up  to  it.  It  is  a  godly  art,  a  wholesome  kind  of  exercise  and 
much  commended  in  physic."  There  is  considerable  difference 
of  opinion  concerning  the  distance  to  which  an  arrow  could  be 
shot,  because  naturally  so  much  depended  upon  the  strength 
and  art  of  the  bowman  ;  but  in  general  the  distance  was 
reckoned  from  eleven  to  twelve  score  yards.  Ascham  has 
enumerated  15  sorts  of  wood  of  which  arrows  were  made  in 
England.  Of  these  the  ash  was  preferred  to  the  rest,  especially 
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in  warfare.  Whistling  arrows  have  been  found  on  fields  of 
battle  of  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  They  were  chiefly  used,  it  is 
believed,  for  giving  signals  at  night. 

1551.  The  last  of  the  letters  is  of  a  very  secretive  nature.     It  was 

accompanied  by  a  writ  which  was  forbidden  to  be  opened  for 
four  days,  under  pains  of  the  direst  displeasure  of  the  king. 
On  the  opening  of  this  writ  the  orders  which  it  contained 
were  to  be  secretly  carried  out,  and  that  without  divulging 
its  contents  to  anybody.  One  can  only  conjecture  the  reason 
of  this  by  discussing  the  occurrences  of  this  year  1551.  The 
subject  must  have  been  very  important,  because  of  the  signatures 
of  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council  attached. 

The  year  was  the  climax  of  a  period  of  the  bitterest  religious 
controversy.  Bishop  Gardiner  had  just  been  deprived  of  his 
bishopric,  and  the  violence  of  the  Reformers  did  not  stop  here. 
Day,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  Heath  of  Worcester,  and  Volsey  of 
Exeter,  were  also  turned  from  their  Sees.  The  Earl  of  Warwick 
was  at  the  head  of  this  movement,  whose  main  object  seems  to 
have  been  plunder,  pure  and  simple.  His  party  neglected  not 
the  smallest  profits.  An  order  was  issued  by  the  Privy  Council 
for  purging  the  library  at  Westminster  of  all  missals  and  other 
superstitious  volumes.  Many  of  these  books  were  plated  with 
gold  and  silver,  and  curiously  embossed.  It  was  probably  this 
elaboration  that  condemned  them.  Great  destruction  was  also 
made  amongst  the  libraries  at  Oxford.  Books  and  manuscripts 
were  destroyed  without  distinction ;  the  volumes  of  divinity 
suffered  for  their  rich  binding  ;  those  of  literatures  were  con- 
demned as  useless ;  those  on  mathematics  were  supposed  to 
contain  nothing  but  necromancy.  The  University  had  no 
power  to  oppose  this  barbarous  violence.  It  was  in  danger 
of  losing  its  own  revenues,  and  expected  every  moment  to  be 
swallowed  up  in  the  capacious  maw  of  Warwick  and  his 
associates. 

Mary  had  great  pressure  brought  upon  her  to  induce  her  to 
mend  her  ways,  but  she  continued  to  adhere  to  the  mass  and 
to  reject  the  new  liturgy.  Dreading  violent  measures,  she  tried 
to  escape  to  her  kinsman,  Charles  of  Spain,  but  her  design 
was  discovered.  The  emperor  remonstrated  and  threatened 
hostilities,  but  though  the  Council  were  inclined  to  give  way, 
they  found  a  great  obstacle  in  the  young  king.  Edward  had 
been  educated  in  such  a  violent  abhorrence  of  the  mass,  that 
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he  thought  he  would  be  participating  in  an  impious  and 
idolatrous  sin  if  he  allowed  it  to  be  performed ;  and  when  at 
last  the  importunity  of  Cranmer  and  Ridley  prevailed  some- 
what over  his  opposition,  he,  bursting  into  tears,  lamented  his 
sister's  obstinacy  and  his  own  hard  fate  that  he  must  suffer  her 
to  continue  in  such  an  abominable  mode  of  worship. 

The  book  of  common-prayer  had  to  undergo  a  new  revisal, 
and  there  was  a  further  omission  of  rites  and  ceremonies  which 
had  given  offence.  The  Articles  of  Religion  were  reduced  to 
forty-two.  Amongst  these  Articles  one  asserted  the  eternity 
of  hell  torments,  and  another  that  no  heathen,  how  virtuous 
soever,  can  escape  an  endless  state  of  torment,  and  that  every- 
one who  presumes  to  maintain  that  any  pagan  can  possibly  be 
saved  is  himself  exposed  to  the  penalty  of  eternal  perdition. 

In  the  same  year  a  third  matter  of  importance  occurred. 

The  trade  of  England  had  heretofore  been  carried  on 
altogether  by  foreigners,  chiefly  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hanse 
League,  or  Easterlings  as  they  were  called.  Ii^order  to  encour- 
age these  merchants  to  settle  in  England,  they  had  been  formed 
into  a  corporation  by  Henry  III,  and  had  been  granted  a  charter 
and  endowed  with  privileges,  including  exemption  from  heavy 
duties  paid  by  other  aliens.  So  ignorant  were  the  English  of 
commerce,  that  this  company,  usually  called  the  merchants  of 
the  steel-yard,  carried  on  almost  all  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country,  even  down  to  this  reign.  And  as  they  employed  their 
own  shipping,  the  mercantile  marine  of  England  was  at  a  low 
ebb.  It  was,  therefore,  decided  by  the  Council  to  seek  to  annul 
the  privileges  which  put  these  merchants  on  nearly  an  equal 
footing  with  Englishmen  in  the  duties  which  they  paid.  As 
such  charters  had  been  granted  by  the  absolute  authority  of 
the  king,  so  Edward  used  the  same  authority  to  revoke  them. 
Remonstrances  were  made  by  Lubeck,  Hamburg  and  other 
Hanse  towns,  but  the  Council  was  firm  and  the  good  effects 
soon  became  visible.  The  English  merchants  had  advantages 
over  foreigners  in  the  purchase  of  wool,  cloth,  and  other  com- 
modities. These  advantages  had  hitherto  not  been  sufficient 
to  arouse  their  industry  or  to  induce  them  to  become  rivals  to 
the  Hanse  League,  but  when  aliens'  duties  were  imposed  upon 
all  foreigners  indiscriminately,  the  English  were  more  tempted 
to  enter  into  commerce,  and  a  spirit  of  industry  began  to  appear 
in  the  kingdom. 
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Thus,  then,  I  suggest  four  explanations  of  the  accompanying 
writ : — 

(i.)     It  may  refer  to  the  seizure  of  missals  and  other  religious 

books, 
(ii.)     It  may  be  that  orders  were  contained  in  it  to  enforce 

the  new  prayer-book, 
(iii.)     There  may  be  some  reference  to  the  imposition  of  the 

new  duties  upon  alien  merchants. 

(iv.)  It  may  concern  possible  orders  to  destroy  St.  Mary's 
Church,  whose  spire,  so  lofty  and  well  known,  formed 
a  guiding  mark  for  the  French  fleet. 

Thus,  by  means  of  this  important  series  of  Sign  Manuals,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  survey  a  period  of  nearly  a  century  and 
a  half  of  our  history,  with  special  reference  to  that  which 
particularly  concerns  the  town  of  Southampton. 


CHAPTER    II. 


SOUTHAMPTON  AND  THE  CINQUE  PORTS. 

Origin.  Camden  says  that  during  the  Roman  occupation  of  Britain 

there  were  five  fortresses  which  guarded  the  eastern  shores  of 
this  country,  and  that  they  were  under  the  command  of  an 
officer  with  the  title  of  Comes  Littoris  Saxonici.1  But  there 
seems  no  reasonable  doubt  that  they  were  of  Teutonic  origin, 
although  there  is  this  to  be  said  in  proof  of  their  Roman  origin, 
that,  compared  with  the  other  two  Roman  officials,  the  Comes 
Britanniae  and  the  Dux  Britanniae,  the  Comes  Littoris  Saxonici 
possessed  little  power  over  the  island,  so  it  was  surmised  that 
the  balance  was  struck  by  his  greater  nautical  responsibilities. 
He  apparently  filled  the  position  of  Admiral  of  Britain,  and 
with  his  ships  guarded  our  shores  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Saxons  and  kindred  tribes. 

1  Camden  adds  that  the  names  of  the  five  fortresses  were  Regulbium,  Rutupiae,  Dubris,  Lemanae 
and  Anderida. 


XXVI.  INTRODUCTION. 


Hastings.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Hastings  ranked  as  the  first  port, 
as  it  takes  the  first  place  in  the  charters  and  royal  writs, 
and  its  representative  held  the  premier  position  in  the  Cinque 
Port  assemblies  and  at  the  coronation  of  the  sovereigns. 
It  is,  however,  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  Domesday 
Book  makes  no  mention  of  Hastings.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  it  was  burnt  by  William  I,  if  the  conflagration  marked 
on  the  Bayeux  tapestry,  "  Here  is  a  house  burnt,"  represents 
the  destruction  of  the  town.  However  that  be,  William 
considered  Kent  to  be  the  key  of  England,  and  he  was  the 
first  to  appoint  a  Constable  of  Dover  Castle  and  a  Warden 
of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

There  is  some  dispute  as  to  what  towns  were  included  in  the 
term,  but  we  shall  not  be  far  wrong  if  we  say  that  there  were 
five  ports — Hastings,  Sandwich,  Dover,  Romney  and  Hythe, 
and  two  ancient  towns — Winchelsea  and  Rye. 

Sandwich.  There  are  far  more  pre-Norman  notices  of  Sandwich  than  of 
any  other  of  the  ports.  Near  the  present  site  was  the  Roman 
town  of  Rutupiae,  and  on  the  same  spot  was  founded  the  Saxon 
town  of  Richborough  ;  but  the  recession  of  the  sea  ruined  it, 
and  a  new  town  was  founded  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  called 
Sandwich  (settlement  on  the  sand). 

DOYCP.  Dover   was   regarded   as   an   important  strategical   position, 

even  under  the  Romans,  as  its  remains  show.  It  was  a 
fortress  and  the  bulwark  of  Kent.  Much  was  required  of 
its  men.  Besides  being  seamen,  they  had  to  be  trained 
pilots ;  they  had  to  supply  the  town  with  fish,  and,  when 
necessity  arose,  to  defend  those  passengers  which  they  con- 
ducted to  the  Continent.  The  name  of  the  town  is  derived 
from  the  little  river  Dwr  (the  water).  In  its  earlier  days  it 
enjoyed  an  overpowering  advantage  over  the  other  ports  in  the 
patronage  of  Earl  Godwin.  The  site  of  Godwin's  Tower  is 
still  pointed  out  at  the  Castle,  and  at  this  port  he  received  the 
third  penny  of  the  rent  due  to  the  king.  When  the  Confessor 
required  him  to  punish  the  men  of  Dover  for  defending  them- 
selves against  Eustace  of  Boulogne,  he  touched  his  powerful 
subject  on  the  tenderest  point.  "  The  earl  would  not  consent 
to  the  inroad  because  he  was  loth  to  injure  his  people." 1 
From  the  Domesday  Book  we  read  that  "  whosoever  resided 
constantly  in  the  town  and  rendered  custom  to  the  king  was 
quit  of  toll  throughout  all  England."  We  learn  also  that  it 

i  M.  Burrows,  The  Cinque  Ports,  p.  41. 
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enjoyed  the  same  franchise  long  before  the  Conquest.  It  is 
rather  remarkable  that  while  Dover  had  a  Guildhall,  as  in 
common  with  the  other  Cinque  Ports,  and  also  London,  there 
was  an  absence  of  the  Guild  Merchant.  Their  franchises  of 
imposing  and  assessing  taxes  for  the  whole  confederation,  and 
of  holding  courts,  their  chartered  privileges  and  public  duties, 
united  the  component  parts  into  a  form  which  supplied  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  Guild  Merchant  in  other  towns.  Similarly,  there 
is  an  absence  of  aldermen,  the  municipal  officers  bearing  the 
Norman  title  of  jurats. 

Romney.  Romney  was  stationed  near  the  Roman  settlement  of 
Lemanae.  Along  with  Hythe,  it  dealt  more  particularly  with 
the  affairs  of  Kent,  while  Sandwich  and  Dover  had  a  wider 
connection,  and  thus  came  more  to  the  front  when  the 
supremacy  of  Kent  passed  away.  The  harbour  of  Romney 
must  have  been  superior  to  that  of  Sandwich,  though  it  was 
not  so  accessible,  but  its  entrance  was  better  protected. 
Occupying  as  it  did  the  central  position  among  the  Cinque 
Ports,  the  annual  assembly  called  the  Brodhull  was  removed 
to  Romney.  This  and  the  Court  of  Shepway  were  probably 
held,  like  all  Teutonic  assemblies,  in  the  open  air. 

Hythe.  Hythe  (the  Haven)  had  one  advantage  over  Romney,  in  that 

one  branch  of  the  Roman  road  which  passed  from  London 
through  Canterbury  terminated  here.  The  other  branch 
terminated  at  Dover.  It  seems,  however,  to  have  been  the 
least  important  of  the  five  ports. 

William  I.  At  the  Conquest  the  Cinque  Ports  were  not  only  the  most 
important  corporation  in  England,  but  amongst  the  most 
flourishing  towns  in  point  of  population.  Omitting  London, 
Lincoln  and  York,  Norwich  and  Thetford  alone  had  a  larger 
population  than  Dover  and  Sandwich. 

1147.  When  the  second  Crusade  was  determined  upon  in  1147  a  force 

of  Crusaders  besieged  Lisbon,  where  the  ships  of  Kent  formed 
an  important  factor.  The  affair  was  conducted  with  an  amount 
of  disciplined  vigour  which  could  hardly  have  been  expected, 
as  it  was  undertaken,  quite  independently  of  any  constituted 
authority,  by  a  mixed  force,  a  leading  portion  of  which  was 
formed  by  the  seamen  of  Hastings  and  Southampton. 

1154.  Under  the  Angevin  kings,  Hastings,  the  premier  port,  showed 

signs  of  distress,  and  the  growing  towns  of  Winchelsea  and 
Rye  (called  "nobiliora  membra  Quinque  Portuum")  were  each 
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called  upon  to  assist  the  chief  port  with  a  ship  apiece,  and  to 
partake  of  its  franchises. 

1200.  John  was  the  first  monarch  to  grant  special  privileges  to  the 

.ports,  and  'in  return  they  had  to  supply  a  certain  number  of 
ships  for  40  days  as  often  as  the  king  required  them. 

1205.  In  1205  we  read  that  "the  Barons1  of  the  Cinque  Ports  are 

to  have  their  honours  in  our  court,  their  den  and  strond2 ;  to 
have  full  livery  or  pay  if  their  20  ships  are  detained  longer 
than  the  15  days  for  which  they  are  bound  to  provide  at  their 
own  expense ;  they  are  to  be  quit  of  all  things  as  our  free 
men."  We  here  learn  for  the  first  time  the  number  of  ships 
which  the  ports  were  to  provide,  but  there  seems  to  be  some 
confusion  concerning  the  period  for  which  they  were  to  be 
employed  in  the  king's  service.  Barnard,  however,  affirms  that 
the  ports  could  supply  57  ships  and  1,300  men  for  15  days  at 
their  own  expense. 

France,  which  in  the  twelfth  century  was  a  small  kingdom 
ringed  with  English  possessions,  had  no  sea-board  until  the 
seizure  of  Normandy  in  1204.  It  took  another  century  before 
her  trade  became  of  any  importance,  and  thus  it  was  during 
the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries  that  the  Cinque  Ports 
reached  the  height  of  their  power.  Their  fleet  became  very 
efficient  through  perfect  training,  especially  in  crushing  piracy, 
an  occupation  regarded  at  this  time  merely  as  a  branch  of 

1217.  trade,  Their  victory  off  the  South  Foreland  in  1217  prevented 
England  from  becoming  a  vassalage  of  France.  This  defeat 
of  Louis  left  England  in  command  of  the  sea,  and  as  his  com- 
munications were  broken,  he  was  glad  to  sign  peace  and  leave 
England. 

1226.  It   was   during   the   time   of   their    prosperity  that   the   first 

appearance  of  antagonism  with  Southampton  is  revealed.  For 
some  years  there  had  been  frequent  complaints  on  the  part 
of  the  merchants  of  Southampton  that  their  cargoes  had  been 
seized.  In  1226  the  bailiffs  of  Winchelsea  were  ordered  to  let 
go  a  ship  belonging  to  one  Colman,  of  Dover,  laden  with  hides 
at  Southampton.  This  ship  was  seized  when  she  put  into 
Winchelsea  through  stress  of  weather.  But  the  Cinque  Ports 
were  not  the  only  offenders,  for  in  1225  the  bailiffs  of  Shoreham 

1  Originally  the  title  of  Baron  was  given  to  every  freeman.    Not  until  the  Middle  Ages  had  passed 
away  was  it  that  the  title  was  appropriated  by  the  mayor,  jurats  and  the  member  of  Parliament.    The 
title  still  remains  to  members  of  corporations  and  representatives  at  coronations. 

2  "  Den  and  strond  "  meant  the  use  of  shore  and  quay. 
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seized  a  ship  laden  with  woad  destined  for  Southampton.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  read  that  in  1223  the  wardens  of  the  port 
of  Southampton  had  seized  certain  fishing  boats  belonging  to 
the  barons  of  Romney.  But  our  Southampton  folk  were  very 
impartial,  as  they  treated  the  French  ships  in  the  same  fashion, 
although  no  state  of  war  existed  between  the  two  countries.1 
The  Cinque  Port  corn  ships  were  compelled  to  give  security 
that  their  cargoes  should  be  sold  in  English  ports,  and  when 
the  bailiffs  of  Southampton  seized  the  corn  ships  of  two  Romney 
merchants,  they  only  released  them  on  security  being  given 
that  the  vessels  should  return  to  Romney.2  In  1226  a  royal 
order  was  issued  to  the  Cinque  Ports,  Southampton  and  London 
to  seize  all  the  goods  and  persons  of  the  merchants  of  France. 

1252.  On  May  4th,  1252,  the  Cinque  Ports  were  admonished  by 

Henry  III,  who  addressed  a  writ  to  the  barons  on  behalf  of 
Southampton  and  Portsmouth,  who  complained  that  they  were 
much  troubled  by  the  barons  seizing  and  transferring  to  their 
own  ships  cargoes  which  their  owners  wished  to  carry  to 
Portsmouth.3 

1307.  Under  Edward  II  the  ports,  whose  warden  was  then  the 

notorious  Despenser,  became  pirates  pure  and  simple.  With 
unlaudatory  impartiality  they  plundered  the  ships  of  the  Hanse 
towns,  of  the  Scotch,  of  the  Spanish,  of  the  French,  and  of  their 
fellow-countrymen  of  the  western  ports.  Consequently  the 
French  contrived  to  become  masters  of  what  of  the  Channel 
was  not  dominated  by  the  ships  of  the  Cinque  Ports.  They 
occupied  the  Channel  Islands,  sacked  a  number  of  towns  on 
the  western  shores  of  the  Channel,  and  captured  several  famous 
English  vessels.4  In  the  next  reign  came  the  turning  point. 

1338.  In  1338  Philip  of  France  got  together  a  fleet  whose  instructions 
were  to  ravage  the  southern  coasts  of  England  "  without  any 
pity."  In  this  year  this  fleet  attacked  Southampton,  captured 
the  famous  cogs,  "  Christopher "  and  "  Edward,"  and  made 
various  comparatively  unsuccessful  attempts  upon  individual 
port  towns.  In  the  next  year  the  fleet  of  the  ports,  numbering 
60,  was  assembled.  Nevertheless,  the  French  paid  Rye  a  surprise 
visit  and  sacked  it.  They  were  chased  to  Boulogne.  Here, 


1  v.  Woodward,  Hist,  of  Hantt,  Vol.  II,  p.  191,  etc. 

2  v.  Woodward,  ib. 

3  v.  Woodward,  ib.,  p.  208.    Charters  of  Southampton,  Yol.  I,  p.  6. 

4  Ford  iladdox  Hueffer,  The  Cinque  Ports. 


XXX.  INTRODUCTION. 


under  a  thick  fog,  the  English  sailors  landed,  burnt  part  of  the 
town  and  returned  with  the  booty  they  had  taken.1 

1321.  Edward  II  succeeded  in  appeasing  a  fierce  quarrel  between 

the  Cinque  Ports  and  the  associated  towns  of  Southampton, 
Poole,  Weymouth  and  Lyme,  but  by  1339  its  sea  forces  had 
come  to  be  little  more  than  mere  coastguards,2  and  in  this 
year,  as  referred  to  above,  the  French  fleet,  recruited  from  Spain 
and  Genoa,  burnt  Portsmouth  and  seriousty  damaged  South- 
ampton. Assisted  by  Scottish  seamen,  they  actually  conquered 
Jersey,  and  had  captured  the  pride  of  the  English,  the  ship 
"  Christopher."  3 

1347.  When  Edward  III  besieged  Calais,  a  huge  squadron  of  710 

ships  and  14,151  men  assembled  at  Sandwich.  Of  these  the 
Cinque  Ports  contributed  105  ships  and  2,140  men.  At  the 
same  assembly  Southampton  contributed  21  ships  and  576  men, 
a  number  only  surpassed  by  Sandwich ;  and  we  read  that 
Southampton,  Bristol,  London  and  Yarmouth  contributed  the 
largest  ships. 

1350.  Froissart    gives    a    glowing    account     of  -  a     battle    called 

"  Lespagnols  sur  mer,"  off  Winchelsea,  fought  by  Edward  III, 
three  years  after  the  capture  of  Calais.  He  tells  us  of  John 
of  Gaunt,  a  boy  of  ten,  refusing  to  be  left  on  shore  with  his 
mother ;  Sir  John  Chandos  singing  his  last  new  song  from 
Germany  to  the  melody  of  the  minstrels  on  the  forecastle  ;  the 
little  English  vessels  like  boats  beside  the  hulking  Biscayans ; 
the  king  and  his  sons  galloping  off  from  Winchelsea  to  show 
the  queen  they  were  safe  and  sound.  On  the  gold  coin  struck 
by  Edward  to  commemorate  this  victory  was  the  modest  and 
suggestive  title  of  "  The  Avenger  of  Merchants." 

1360.  In    1360   the   French    suddenly    swooped    upon   Winchelsea, 

sacked  it  and  committed  the  worst  outrages.  The  Cinque 
Ports'  squadron,  under  Sir  John  Pavely,  made  reprisals  upon 
Boulogne  and  Harfleur. 

With  the  loss  of  Aquitaine  and  with  the  union  of  France 
and  Castile  against  England,  the  streams  of  commerce  began 
to  dry  up,  and  the  naval  system  formed  on  the  basis  of  an 
abundant  trade  found  itself  inadequate  to  cope  with  the 
requirements  of  a  new  war.  The  collapse  ensued  because 

1  "  Et  Angliae  insequebantur  eos  usque  Boloniam  de  nostre  Dame  et  posuerunt  in  flammam  ignis 
magnain  partem  villae  "  (Knyghton,  Script.  X,  2573). 

2  Montagu  Burrows,  The  Cinque  Portt. 

3  Montagu  Burrows,  ib. 
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during  the  time  of  prosperity  provision  had  not  been  made  for 
1413.  the  reverses  which  might  happen.  Thus,  early  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  Henry  V  found  himself  unable  to  use  the  Cinque  Ports 
for  the  embarkation  of  his  troops,  as  repeated  attacks  by  the 
French  had  practically  ruined  them,  whereas  Southampton  was 
chosen  as  the  base  of  his  operations  for  invasion,  as  it  had  been 
walled  in  in  1338  and  had  thus  escaped  the  disasters  which  had 
befallen  the  Cinque  Ports.  Henceforth  there  is  little  intercourse 
between  Southampton  and  the  ports,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  century  William,  Earl  of  Arundell,  the  Constable  of 
Dover  and  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  during  the  reigns  of 
Edward  IV,  Edward  V,  Richard  III  and  Henry  VII,  was  granted 
a  pension  of  £154,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fee-farm  of  Southamp- 
ton, which  annuity  the  earl  was  wont  to  receive  altogether  or 
in  part  from  the  town  "  in  kind,"  that  is,  in  wine,  foreign  fruits, 
spices  and  other  articles  of  necessity  or  luxury  for  the  provision 
of  his  household  ;  a  form  of  payment  which  lightened  consider- 
ably the  burden  of  the  fee-farm  to  the  burgesses.1 

1W8.  In  1408  Henry  IV  ordered  the  custom  rolls  to  be  searched  in 

order  to  compare  the  tolls  of  Southampton  with  those  of  Sand- 
wich, the  chief  of  the  Cinque  Ports.  From  this  document  we 
gain  a  considerable  amount  of  information  concerning  the 
exports  and  imports  of  the  country  in  the  two  decades  from 
1341  to  I36i.2 


CHAPTER     III. 


TOLLS. 

Traders  could  hardly  expect  to  visit  foreign  countries  with 
profit  unless  they  were  prepared  to  purchase  the  goodwill  of 
the  ruling  authority.  The  Saxon  kings  exercised  some  protec- 
tion over  the  few  chapmen  who  wandered  through  the  country, 
and  Charlemagne  welcomed  English  merchants  to  his  dominions 

i  Book  of  Remembrances  of  Southampton. 
3  v.  Chapter  on  TollB. 
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— at  a  price.  It  was  an  immense  advantage  to  merchants  when 
they  were  granted  a  regular  scale  of  tolls  in  substitution  for  the 
free-will  offering.  When  this  took  place  is  uncertain,  but  it 
was  at  least  as  early  as  Ethelred.1  Tolls  were  demanded  at 
inland  towns  as  well  as  at  seaports,  for  as  far  back  as  899  the 
"  wainshilling  "  and  "  lead  penny  "  of  Worcester  are  described 
as  dues  that  always  go  to  the  king.2  Sometimes  the  king 
granted  the  tolls  of  a  town  to  a  See,  as  when  Canute  granted 
those  of  Sandwich  to  the  See  of  Canterbury.3 

When  the  fee-farm  was  instituted  an  arrangement  was  made 
whereby  the  town  undertook  to  give  an  annual  rent  and 
claimed  to  be  free  from  paying  tolls  to  the  king.  As  the  letter 
from  Henry  III  shows,  towns  might  reciprocate  exemption  from 
the  payment  of  tolls  to  one  another.4  In  the  time  of  Henry  I 
Beverley  and  York  were  exempt  from  tolls  throughout  York- 
shire5 ;  and  the  men  of  London  and  all  their  goods  were  free 
throughout  England.6  From  the  time  of  Edward  I  the  Cinque 
Ports  had  been  free  from  tolls  both  in  their  towns  and  elsewhere 
throughout  the  kingdom.  In  return  for  this -freedom,  however, 
they  were  bound  to  supply  ships  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.7 
Their  hardly-bought  privileges  caused  the  greatest  jealousy 
between  towns.  The  burgess  was  very  conservative  of  his  right 
to  be  assessed  by  his  fellow-burgesses.  It  was  also  found  that 
this  method  of  collecting  payments  to  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  fee-farm  was  more  economical  than  the  old  ;  the  burgess 
was  at  scot  and  lot8  and  paid  on  his  tenement,  and  it  was 
through  his  residence  and  the  payments  it  involved  that  he 
earned  the  privileges  he  enjoyed.  Should  any  unfree  man 
venture  to  attempt  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  burgess,  strong 


1  Cunningham,  Growth  of  English  Industry,  Vol.  I,  p.  123. 

2  Thorpe,  Diplom,  Angl.,  138. 

3  "And  I  give  to  the  same  monastery  for  the  subsistence  of  the  same  monks,  the  haven  of  Sand- 
wich, and  all  the  landings  and  dues  of  sides  of  the  stream,  let  own  the  land  whoever  owns  it,  from 
Peppenesse  to  Marfleet ;  so  that  when  it  is  full  flood,  and  the  ship  is  afloat,  as  far  as  a  taper  axe  can  be 
cast  from  the  ship  upon  the  land,  let  the  ministers  of  Christchurch  receive  the  dues.    .    .    .    And  theirs 
shall  be  the  ship,  and  the  ferry  over  the  haven,  and  the  toll  of  all  the  ships    .    .    .    and  all  that  which 
is  found  on  this  side  of  the  middle  of  the  sea,  and  brought  to  Sandwich,  be  it  a  garment,  be  it  a  net,  or  a 
weapon,  or  iron,  gold  or  silder,  the  half  part  shall  be  for  the  monks  and  the  other  part  shall  be  for  him 
who  finds  it"  (Thorpe,  Diplom.  Angl.,  317.    Quoted  in  Cunningham  Growth  of  English  Industry, 
Vol.  I,  p.  123). 

4  There  is  a  list  of  all  towns  which  could  legally  claim  such  exemption  in  Da  vies'  Hist,  of  South- 
ampton, p.  229. 

5  Stubbs,  Select  Charters,  p.  110. 

6  ib.,  p.  108. 

7  Jeake,  Charters,  p.  25. 

8  That  is,  he  was  assessed  according  to  his  ability  to  pay—a  graduated  income  tax. 
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measures  were  taken  against  him.  There  are  many  instances 
of  this  struggle  against  alien  workmen.  For  example,  to  take 
the  town  of  Marlborough,  with  which  Southampton  was  in  such 
close  trading  relations,  as  is  evidenced  by  Henry  Ill's  letter  to 
the  burgesses  of  this  town.  After  the  Conquest  there  had  been 
a  considerable  influx  of  Flemings  into  the  South  of  England, 
to  which  they  had  brought  the  art  of  weaving.  Many  of  them 
had  set  up  their  looms  in  Marlborough,  and,  owing  to  the 
patronage  of  Queen  Matilda,  were  in  an  exceptional  position. 
But  the  burgesses  regarded  them  with  great  jealousy,1  and  when 
they  secured  for  themselves  privileges  by  charter,  they  were 
careful  to  exclude  the  Flemings.  Their  disabilities  are  referred 
to  in  the  ancient  laws  of  Marlborough  as  well  as  in  those  of 
Winchester  and  Oxford,  which  are  preserved  in  the  Liber 
Custumarum.2  But  this  conservatism  cut  in  two  ways,  as  the 
foreigner  was  not  in  scot  and  lot  with  the  other  townsfolk, 
and  their  independent  position  caused  considerable  rioting  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  I,  to  such  an  extent  that  many  of  these 
weavers  were  forced  to  remove  to  South  Wales. 

The  jealous  aloofness  of  towns  from  one  another,  especially 
in  the  case  of  regarding  merchants  of  another  town  as  foreigners, 
and  therefore  subject  to  the  town  toll,  gradually  gave  way 
before  the  idea  of  reciprocating  benefits.  Towns  such  as  South- 
ampton and  Marlborough  were  granted  charters  which  declared 
each  to  be  free  from  toll  of  the  other.  It  is  a  moot  point 
whether  Marlborough  may  not  have  held  a  position  with 
regard  to  Southampton  resembling  that  of  a  child  to  his  parent. 
There  were  many  instances  of  this  relation  both  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent ;  the  chief  difference  being  that  abroad 
the  parent  town  had  complete  jurisdiction  over  those  derived 
from  it,  whereas  in  England  the  latter  merely  consulted  the 
former  in  cases  of  legal  difficulty.3  For  example,  Oxford  had 
to  decide  upon  certain  points  submitted  to  them  by  Bedford. 

The  custom  of  London  spread  largely  through  the  valley  of 
the  Thames  and  extended  even  so  far  as  Bristol.  The  custom 
of  Hereford  was  paramount  throughout  Wales,  and  the  custom 
which  obtained  at  Winchester  was  prevalent  through  the  South 
West  and  held  good  in  Southampton. 

1  Compare  the  statements  as  to  the  position  of  the  Engli&h  and  French  burgesses  in  Hereford 
(Domesday,  1, 179a,  I). 

2  Rolls  Series,  Munimenta  Gildhalla,  Vol.  II,  pp.  130, 131. 

3  The  case  of  Great  Yarmouth  was  exceptional.    This  town  derived  its  very  existence  from  the 
Cinque  Ports.    It  grew  up  on  the  site  of  the  herring  fair,  over  which  the  barons  held  jurisdiction 
(Blomefield,  Norfolk,  Chap.  IX,  p.  297.    Jeake,  Charters,  p.  12). 
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It  was  mentioned  above  that  in  Saxon  times  tolls  were 
substituted  for  free-will  offerings,  to  the  advantage  of  merchants. 
But  with  the  advent  of  the  Feudal  System  the  meaning  of  the 
term  changed.  The  king  henceforth  might  require  goods  for 
his  own  use  and  that  of  his  household.  These  requirements 
might  be  satisfied  in  three  ways — first,  by  taking  the  articles 
he  required ;  secondly,  by  exercising  his  right  to  purchase  them 
on  more  or  less  favourable  terms ;  or,  thirdly,  by  accepting 
money  in  lieu  of  the  exercise  of  these  rights. 

When  the  king  travelled  through  the  country,  he  either 
compulsorily  purchased  provisions  for  his  retinue  or  else 
adopted  the  simpler  method  of  taking  what  he  wanted.  In 
addition,  he  claimed  the  right  of  seizing  a  certain  proportion 
of  articles  of  import  and  export.  This  led  to  considerable 
injustice  on  the  part  of  the  king's  officers,  for  which  redress 
could  be  obtained  only  at  the  cost  of  money  and  delay. 
Usually  the  king  preferred  to  take  his  share  of  the  value  of 
exports  and  imports  in  the  form  of  tolls,  and  the  fair  toll  to 
take  was  decided  by  custom.  Originally  the  so-called  "ancient 
custom "  on  wool  was  half  a  mark  the  sack,  on  leather  one 
mark  the  last.  Only  aliens  seem  to  have  paid  a  duty  of  2/-  a 
tun  on  wine.  They  also  paid  an  additional  duty  on  wool  and 
3d.  a  pound  on  other  commodities  ;  whereas  the  home  merchant 
had  to  contribute  one  tun  of  wine  from  before  the  mast  and  one 
abaft.1  The  toll  on  the  aliens  was  the  parva  custuma  so  often 
referred  to  in  the  charters.  The  collection  of  these  tolls  was 
made  by  officers  called  customers,  who  were  appointed  by  the 
king.2  They  had  several  other  duties,  such  as  the  suppression 
of  smuggling  and  the  weighing  of  wool. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  these  tolls  with  those  exacted 
about  a  century  later,  all  of  which  are  taken  from  the  letter 
of  Henry  IV,  who  evidently  wished  to  compare  the  tolls   of 
Southampton  with  those  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 
SOUTHAMPTON  TOLLS  : — 

Pitch  and  tar ...         per  barrel         2d. 

Salt  fish          per  last       i2d.3 

1  Hall,  Customs. 

2  The  citizens  of  Bristol  greatly  resented  the  appointment  of  these  officials  as  an  infraction  of  their 
privileges  by  charter  (Rot.  Part.,  I,  p.  359). 

3  Prom  this  it  seems  clear  enough  that  there  were  six  barrels  to  the  last,  at  all  events  of  pitch  and 
tar  and  salt  flsh.    But  the  measure  varied  with  different  commodities,  and  apparently  at  d ifferent  places, 
as  at  Sandwich  the  last  seems  to  have  been  four  barrels.    By  some  authorities  it  is  estimated  generally 
at  4,000  Ibs. 
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SANDWICH  TOLLS  :  — 

Salt  fish 

per  last 

4d. 

Herrings 

per  barrel 

id. 

Spanish  iron  ... 

...  per  1,000  Ibs. 

4d. 

Ashes  ... 

per  barrel 

2d. 

Wood  ashes    ... 

...         ...           jj        jj 

id. 

Pitch  

per  cask 

4d.> 

Copper 

...  per  3,000  Ibs. 

id.2 

Boards  

per  100 

4d. 

Wine    ... 

per  cask 

4d. 

Beer     

...         ...              jj       jj 

4d. 

i  woollen  cloak 

...         ...         ... 

id. 

50  balls  of  thread 

(?)  i 

s.  id. 

Iron 

per  20  qrs. 

5d. 

Stockfish3 

per  25  Ibs. 

id. 

Wheat  

per  quarter 

id. 

Tar      

per  barrel 

id. 

Nuts    

,,        ,, 

id. 

Lamb-skins     ... 

per  pack 

4d. 

Certain  small  fish 

ad  valorem  toll  of  i  per 

cent. 

Flax 

per  10  Ibs. 

2M. 

Flour  

per  barrel 

•*•  2  x-v< 

id. 

Oxhides 

each 

H- 

Salt  fish 

per  100 

4d. 

Pitch    

per  barrel 

id.4 

Ballast 

...                          ...                              ;j                       jj 

id. 

WlNCHELSEA   AND    RYE 

TOLLS  :  — 

Salt  herrings  .  .  . 

per  barrel 

2d.5 

Pitch  and  tar... 

,,        ,, 

2d.5 

MISCELLANEOUS  TOLLS 

:  — 

Hogs    

each 

id. 

Woollen  cloak 

,, 

id. 

Balls  of  thread 

per  doz. 

3d. 

1  Hence  four  barrels  =  one  cask. 

2  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  tbe  toll  on  iron  is  twelve  times  that  on  copper.    This  may  be  due 
to  the  fact  that  iron  ore  was  worked  in  England  and  the  toll  protected  the  industry.    Smelting  is  said 
to  have  been  carried  on  in  the  Forest  of  Dean  from  Roman  times  (t>.  Oraik,  Pictorial  Hist,  of  England, 
Vol.  I,  Chap.  I,  p.  268)  ;  and  there  is  evidence  that  iron  ore  was  worked  in  Flintshire  and  Gloucester 
(Domesday,  I,  pp.  162  and  269)  ;  and  in  1300  the  Fair  of  Nottingham  was  attended,  amongst  others,  by 
dealers  in  iron  (Nottingham  Records,  Vol.  I,  p.  61).    On  the  other  hand,  copper  was  not  found  and  its 
import  was  necessary  for  coinage  at  least. 

3  Dried  fish,  not  salted. 

<  It  will  be  noticed  above  that  the  toll  at  Southampton  was  2d. 
5  This  is  double  the  toll  at  Sandwich. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  TOLLS  (Contd.) : — 

Chests each         id. 

Boxes ad  valorem  toll  of  2d.  per  £\ 

Carriage  of  an  ape 6/8 

Flax    ad  valorem  toll  of  2d.  per  £i 

At  the  end  of  this  same  letter  of  Henry  IV  there  is  an 
interesting  list  of  those  towns  and  freemen  who  are  exempt 
from  paying  tolls.  They  are  mentioned  in  the  following 
order  : — 

1.  The  Cinque  Ports,  with  the  exception  of  Faversham,  the 

burgesses   of  which   were  exempt   only   so   far   as   35 
houses.1 

2.  Canterbury.2 

3.  London. 

4.  The  vassals  of  the  Archbishop  and  Prior  of  Canterbury. 

5.  The  Hundred  of  Middletpn.3 

6.  St.  Albans  Abbey. 

7.  Antwerp. 

8.  The  vassals  of  the  Count  of  Guisnes.4 


1  v.  note  3,  p.  87. 

2  From  the  minutes  collected  from  the  ancient  records  of  Canterbury,  I  find  under  the  year  1338 
(i.e.,  only  four  years  before  this)  that  the  recognizances  of  Statute  Merchant  are  acknowledged  before 
Edmund  de  Staplegate,  who  was  keeper  of  the  king's  half  of  the  city's  seal  (in  1317  Edward  II  granted 
the  city  a  seal  in  two  parts,  the  greater  to  be  kept  by  the  mayor,  and  the  lesser  by  a  person  appointed 
by  the  king).    Amongst  the  privileges  of  the  freemen  of  Canterbury  are  :— "  (i)  Fremen  bethe  quyte  of 
toll  of  custom  of  lastage  and  of  shewyng  over  all  Yngeland.    (ii)  Fremen  of  the  cite  be  'her  charter,  ben 
quyte  of  prisez  of  wyne  in  every  havyn  of  Ingelonde.    (iii)  Yff  eny  man  have  take  toll  or  custum  of  eny 
freman  of  Cawntei'bery,  he  that  ys  grevid  may  have  a  Widername  (Wythernam)  at  Cauntevbcry. 
(iv)  Eveiy  freman  of  Caunterbery  schall  be  free  and  quyte  de  childwica,  de  eresgrieva,  de  brudtoll 
(probably  bridge  toll)  et  de  scotala  ('  scotal'  =  an  extortion  by  which  an  officer  of  the  forest  compelled 
persons  to  frequent  the  alehouse  kept  by  him)  be  ther  charter." 

3  The  town  of  Middleton  was  about  three  miles  east  of  Bognor.    It  has  suffered  from  encroachment 
of  the  sea,  and  the  church,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  Domesday  Survey,  was  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
has  disappeared. 

4  From  an  old  MS.  dated  1423,  entitled  "Usaiges  de  la  Conte  deGuysnes"  (Tailliar),  which  the 
author  says  was  copied  from  another  still  more  ancient,  I  find  the  following :  - 

"  Ce  sont  les  droictures  du  Travers  de  la  conte  de  Guisnes. 
"   (i)    Premierement  chascun  sacq  de  layne  qui  vient  d'Angleterre  doit  pour  le  travers  ii  Guysnes 

aussitost  qu'il  est  venu  en  la  dicte  conte,  iiii  derniers  estrelings. 

"  (ii)    Item,  chacun  tonneau  de  vin  qui  est  et  sara  mene  parmy  la  dicie  conte,  xii  derniers  parisis. 
"  (iii)    Item,  chacun  cheval  qui  vient  d'Angleterre  ou  qui  vient  par  de  c,a  pour  aller  en  Angleterre, 

iiii  derniers  estrelings. 
"  (.iv  and  v)    Item,  toutes  manifcres  de  draps  venans  de  Brabant  et  de  Flandres  pour  aller  en 

Angleterre,  pour  chascun  drap  iiii  der.  estre. 
"  (vl)    Item,  les  covrechiefs  venans  de  quelconque  pays  que  ce  sera  pour  aller  en  Angleterre, 

chascun  covrechief,  ii  der.  par. 
"(vii)    Item,  peaulx  de  mouton  venans  d'Angleterre  pour  chascun  xiine  de  peaulx,  ii  der.  estre." 
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CHAPTER    IV. 


NAMES. 

In  the  indenture  drawn  up  between  the  Black  Prince  and  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  there  occurs  a  list  of  over  one  hundred  names. 
This  is  extremely  interesting,  in  that  it  shows  many  of  the  ways 
in  which  surnames  originated.  It  is  only  natural  that  the 
majority  of  these  names  should  be  derived  from  towns  and 
villages,  but  the  surprising  thing  is  that  by  far  the  larger 
number  of  these  places  can  be  identified.  We  will  take  these 
geographical  names  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned. 

SIR  THOMAS  DE  ASTLEYE,  Banneret.1  There  are  no  less  than 
four  Astleys  in  Lancashire,  Shropshire,  Warwickshire  and 
Worcestershire  respectively.  The  derivation  of  the  first  syllable 
is  obscure,  but  it  may  be  ash  ;  the  ley  (A.S.  :  "  leah  ")  is  an  open 
space  in  a  wood. 

SIR  JOHN  DE  LYSOURS.  This  name  is  apparently  French. 
There  is  still  a  river  Lys  in  the  north  of  France,  but  I  can  find 
no  town.  The  word  probably  means  h's,  a  fort,  and  ar,  perhaps 
strong  (cf.  Ourcq,  a  river  in  France). 

SIR  NICHOLAS  DE  CHARNELES.  There  is  a  Charnes  in  Stafford- 
shire, with  which  this  name  may  be  connected.  But  more 
probably  it  is  French,  from  O.F.  "camel"  (creneau),  a  battle- 
ment. 

SIR  NICHOLAS  DE  BURNEBY.  Burneby  is  in  Yorkshire,  East 
Riding.  The  derivation  is  burn  (A.S. :  "  stream  "),  by  (Norse.  : 
"  a  home"). 

SIR  JOHN  DE  LEUKENORE.  No  doubt  this  is  Lewknor,  in 
Oxfordshire.  But  possibly  it  might  be  Luykenaar,  the  Plemish 
form  of  Liege. 

WILLIAM  DE  HARDESHULL.  This  name  has  disappeared.  As 
Hardisty  is  said  to  mean  "  the  sty  of  Heardwulf,"  the  above 
would  mean  "  the  hill  of  Heardwulf." 

WILLIAM  DE  SHOBYNGDON.  Probably  Shobdon,  in  Hereford- 
shire. Dun  is  a  hill  fort,  so  the  town  is  "  the  hill  fort  of  the 
Shobings." 

i  A  knight  of  a  rank  between  an  ordinary  knight  and  a  baron,  raised  to  this  rank  for  bravery  on 
the  field.    He  was  so  called  from  the  square  banner  which  bore  the  owner's  arms. 
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FULK  DE  HOLCOTE.  Holcote  is  in  Northants.  Doubtless  it 
means  "  the  cottage  in  the  hollow." 

JOHN  DE  HARLE.  Harle  is  in  Northumberland.  The  Harlings 
were  a  great  Anglo-Saxon  family,  met  with  in  Norfolk,  Kent, 
Beds,  and  Middlesex.  But  I  am  doubtful  whether  they  spread 
so  far  as  Northumberland. 

THOMAS  DE  HEULE.  I  can  find  no  record  of  this  place.  It 
may  be  Hull. 

ROGER  DE  LEDBURY.  Ledbury  is  in  Herefordshire.  The  name 
might  mean  "the  town  of  St.  Leger." 

RICHARD  DE  PERYTONE.  Is  Perytone  Purton  in  Wiltshire  ? 
The  name  means  "  Peartown  "  (A.S. :  "  pirige  ").  In  charters  this 
town  is  called  Pirigtun. 

STEPHEN  DE  DUPHAM.  The  record  of  this  place  is  apparently 
lost. 

RICHARD  DE  REDYNGES.  Reading,  in  Berkshire.  The  original 
settlement  was  the  forest  clearing  of  the  Reddings. 

HUGH  DE  BROMWYCHE.  Bromwich,  in  Staffordshire.  It  was 
"  the  village  amidst  the  broom." 

ROBERT  DE  STRETFELD.  There  is  a  Stratfield  Mortimer  in 
Berkshire.  The  meaning  is  "  the  field  which  lies  near  the  Roman 
road." 

RICHARD  DE  HANFORD.  There  are  two  Hanfords,  in  Dorset 
and  Staffordshire  respectively.  It  was  "  the  settlement  by  the 
ford." 

ROGER  DE  KENYNGTON.  Kennington  is  now  a  district  in  the 
S.W.  of  London.  Ken  may  be  derived  from  the  Norman  quenai, 
a  clump  of  oaks  ;  ing  is  a  low-lying  meadow.  One  would  like 
to  derive  the  name  from  the  settlement  of  the  Kennings.  But 
I  can  find  no  trace  of  the  family. 

BERTRAM  DE  WYME.  There  is  a  Wem  in  Shropshire  and  a 
Wembury  in  Devon.  The  Wem  is  said  to  be  a  corruption  of 
Woden. 

NICHOLAS  DE  EGEBASTON.  Edgbaston  is  now  a  portion  of 
Birmingham.  The  meaning  of  the  name  is  obscure. 

JOHN  DE  ESENHALL.  I  can  find  no  mention  of  this  name,  nor 
can  I  suggest  a  derivation. 
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OLIVER  DE  BROMPTON.  Brompton  is  a  district  in  the  S.W.  of 
London.  It  was  "  the  town  amongst  the  broom." 

THOMAS  DE  BURNEBY.     Vide  supra. 

JOHN  DE  MILTON.  Probably  the  Milton  in  Hampshire.  It 
means  either  the  town  by  the  mill,  or  the  middle-town. 

JOHN  DE  VERDON.  There  is  no  such  town  in  England,  so  this 
may  be  a  foreigner  from  Verdun,  in  France.  It  was  the  Roman 
Verodunum,  which  contains  the  Celtic  dun,  a  stronghold. 

JOHN  DE  NORDEN.     Norden  is  in  Lancashire,  "the  north  fort." 

PETER  DE  WASSEBURNE.  There  is  a  Washbourne  in  Glou- 
cestershire and  a  Washburn  in  Yorkshire.  The  name  seems  to 
mean  "  water-brook."  This  is  assuming  that  wasse  is  connected 
with  wash,  which  is  derived  either  from  Welsh  wysg  or  the 
Gaelic  uisge. 

ROBERT  DE  REDYNG.     Vide  supra. 

JOHN  DE  BREDON.  There  is  a  Bredon  in  Worcestershire  and 
a  Breedon  in  Leicestershire.  This  may  probably  be  bryn,  a 
ridge,  and  dun,  the  fort  on  the  ridge. 

JOHN  DE  CLIFTON.  Clifton  is  in  Gloucestershire,  and  naturally 
means  "  the  town  on  the  cliff." 

WILLIAM  DE  PULLESDON.  Perhaps  Poulton,  in  Cheshire,  Kent 
or  Gloucestershire.  If  this  is  so,  the  meaning  is  "  the  fort  by 
the  pool." 

RICHARD  DE  BURMYNCHM.  Possibly  the  settlement  of  the 
Birmings,  although  Isaac  Taylor  makes  no  mention  of  this 
Saxon  family. 

JOHN  DE  SEWELL.  There  is  a  Sewell  still  in  Bedford,  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  there  must  have  been  a  place  on  the  south 
coast,  as  the  name  means  "  the  woodland  by  the  sea  "  (A.S. : 
"sae,"  weald). 

ROBERT  DE  CRUKELADE.  Doubtless  Cricklade,  in  Wilts. 
A.S. :  ucrecca-lad,"  the  creek-way;  possibly  a  passage  dug  to 
facilitate  the  entrance  of  a  stream  into  the  Thames. 

PETER  DE  DOUNTON.  There  are  Downtons  in  Hampshire, 
Herefordshire  and  Wiltshire.  The  dun-town  or  fortified  town. 
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JOHN  DE  CHESTRE.  Chester  was  the  Deva  of  the  Romans,  so 
called  because  it  stood  on  the  Dee.  Being  the  station  of  a 
Roman  legion,  it  was  called  "  Castra-legionis."  This  became 
in  British  "  Caer-leon,"  and  in  A.S.  "  Lega-Ceaster."  Finally, 
the  prefix  was  dropped. 

PHILIP  DE  WYGEMOR.  Wigmore  is  in  Herefordshire.  A.S. : 
"  wicga-moor,"  or  Wig's  lake. 

NICHOLAS  DE  HARPECOT.  This  name  has  disappeared,  and  I 
can  suggest  no  derivation. 

WALTER  DE  CLATIRCOT.  Clattercot  is  in  Oxfordshire.  The 
meaning  is  obscure.  In  both  this  and  the  preceding,  cot  is  A.S., 
a  mud-cottage. 

NICHOLAS  DE  BRAYTON.  There  is  a  Brayton  in  Cumberland 
and  one  in  Yorkshire,  West  Riding.  This  may  be  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Bibroci,  but  it  is  doubtful. 

JOHN  DE  WARWICK.  In  A.S.  documents  "  Waeringawic,"  the 
abode  of  the  Waerings.  The  name  is  identical  with  the  Teu- 
tonic clan  who  furnished  the  Varangian  guard  to  the  Byzantine 
emperors. 

ROBERT  DE  SALLESBURY.  In  the  Savon  Chronicle  the  city  is 
called  Seresburh,  which  on  Norman  lips  became  Salisbury.  It 
was  the  Sorbiodunum  of  the  Romans. 

HUGH  DE  WADBURGH.  This  is  a  village  in  Worcestershire. 
A.S.  :  "  Wade-burgh,"  the  fortified  town  by  the  ford. 

ROBERT  DE  BEREWEDEN.  Possibly  Berden,  in  Essex.  The 
derivation  may  be  A.S.  "Byre-weodun,"  the  cow-house  on  the 
grass. 

SIMON  DE  CLATIRCOOS.  This  may  be  a  mistake  for  Clatter- 
cot.  Vide  supra. 

METRONYMIC. 

WILLIAM  DE  LUCY.  This  is  the  only  metronymic.  The 
alleged  reason  that  such  names  are  a  proof  of  illegitimacy 
does  not  necessarily  hold  good.  In  a  village  where  there  were 
two  sons  named  William,  one  might  naturally  be  called  after 
the  mother. 
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SPOT  NAMES. 

NICHOLAS  PECCHE.  This  is  the  same  as  "peak"  under 
Norman- French  influence.  The  Peak  in  Derbyshire  was  called 
the  Peach. 

SIMON  PLOT.     The  plot  was  a  piece  of  level  land. 

PHILIP  DE  LA  MARCH.  The  March  was  the  boundary  land, 
probably  between  England  and  Wales. 

NORMAN  NAMES. 

HENRY  LE  MORTYMER.  The  derivation  is  said  to  be  "  morte- 
mer." 

JOHN  LE  FERROUR.  Possibly  a  Norman  trade  name,  "  the 
farrier."  Or  perhaps  from  Ferrieres. 

JOHN  VEISY.  This  Norman  name  is  still  found  under  the 
form  Vesey.  It  is  derived  from  De  Vesci. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

JOHN  HAUNSARD.  This  is  exceedingly  difficult.  I  can  only 
suggest  it  means  Hens-ward,  where  the  first  syllable  may  be 
connected  with  A.S.  "hengest,"  a  stallion;  hence  the  " horse- 
keeper." 

RICHARD  CHAMBERLEYN.  The  chamberlain  was  the  official 
who  had  charge  of  the  private  apartments  of  a  nobleman. 

JOHN  HUNTE.  Here  we  have  the  M.E.  "hunte"  for  A.S. 
"  hunta,"  a  hunter  ;  cf. — 

"With  hunte  and  home  and  houndes  hym  bisyde." — Chaucer. 

WILLIAM  PORTER.  Needs  no  explanation  except  that  the 
porters  formed  a  craft  in  themselves. 

JOHN  DE  LA  PANTRIE.  The  pantry  (Fr.  :  "pain")  was  the 
place  where  provisions  were  kept. 

TRADES  AND  CRAFTS. 

JOHN  LE  BOTILLER.  This  is  probably  "  the  builder,"  from  the 
obsolete  "bottle,"  a  building. 

JOHN  CHAUNDELER.  "The  candlemaker,"  although  he  was  a 
servant  as  well  as  a  manufacturer. 
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JOHN  TOURNER.  The  spelling  shows  the  influence  of  the 
French  "  tourneur." 

JOHN  LE  FLETCHERE.  No  doubt  "  the  arrow-maker  "  (Fr.  : 
"fleche"),  although  the  same  name  has  absorbed  "the  flesher," 
i.e.,  the  butcher  (which  curiously  meant,  originally,  the  seller 
of  goat's  flesh  (Fr. :  "  bouc  ")  )l. 

WILLIAM  BRAS.  I  should  like  to  think  this  is  Brasser  (Fr.  : 
"  brasseur  "  ;  Lat.  :  "  braciator  "),  the  brewer. 

JOHN  LE  TAILLOUR.  That  is,  "  the  tailor,"  although  the  name 
was  not  commonly  used.  Therefore,  another  derivation  may 
be  "  teller,"  the  weaver. 

WILLIAM  TILLERE.  This  may  be  "  till-er,"  the  farmer,  or 
"  tyler." 

ROBERT  RAULERE.  "  The  roller,"  but  what  he  rolled  I  cannot 
say. 

OFFICIAL  NAMES. 

JOHN  LE  DESPENCER  and  WILLIAM  SPENCER*.  "  The  spender," 
who  dispensed  the  provisions  from  the  pantry.  Spence  is  still 
the  north-country  word  for  pantry,  and  is  used  by  Tennyson  in 
the  sense  of  refectory  : — 

"  Bluff  Harry  broke  into  the  spence 
And  turn'd  the  cowls  adrift." — 

(The  Talking  Oak,  1.  47). 

NICKNAMES. 

ROBERT  LE  ZOUSCHE.  Norman-French  "  chouque,"  a  tree- 
stump,  from  the  French  "  souche."  Captain  Marryatt  called 
his  boatswain  Mr.  Chucks,  who  "  seldom  bowed,  sir,  to  anything 
under  three  syllables"  (Peter  Simple,  Chap.  XVII). 

ADAM  LE  TROMPEUR.     "  The  deceiver." 
JOHN  BURDET.     "  The  little  bird." 

THOMAS  FOLYOT.  Diminutive  of  Fr.  "  fou,  fol,"  the  little 
madman. 

JOHN  MOREUILLE.     Swarthy,  "  like  a  Moor." 

JOHN  HYDECOT.  This  may  be  a  nickname  for  "hidecoat,"  or 
it  is  "  the  hut  on  the  hyde  "  ;'  a  measure  of  land. 

i  The  Fletcher  Gate  at  Nottingham  was  formerly  the  Flesher  Gate. 
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THOMAS  LE  HENDE.     i.e.,  the  handy. 
JOHN  STYF.     i.e.,  the  strong. 
HENRY  CROULE.     "  Cruel  Henry." 

JOHN  FORTFERE.  This  is  French,  "the  strong  and  proud" 
(Fr.:  "fier"). 

WALTER  LE  KEN.  This  is  "the  dog."  The  Norman  for  "  le 
chien  "  was  "  le  quien,"  which  explains  the  hard  pronunciation. 

PETER  BRID  may  be  "bird"  by  metathesis.  (Cf.  "  thrid  " 
for  "  third."  Riding  =  thriding  =  third  part). 

There  are  a  few  names  for  which  I  can  suggest  no  derivation. 
Such  are  GOLAFRE,  STALE  WARD,  LEMPENT,  TROGGERE. 

CHRISTIAN  NAMES. 

JOHN,  which  occurs  33  times,  is  far  the  commonest.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  John  was  the  name  both  of  the 
Baptist  and  of  Christ's  favourite  disciple.  It  is  the  favourite 
name  of  most  countries  (Jean,  Johann,  Giovanni,  Evan,  Yves, 
Ivan). 

WILLIAM  occurs  n  times,  and  became  particularly  common 
after  the  Conquest. 

NICHOLAS  occurs  eight  times,  and  the  popularity  of  the 
name  obtained  because  St.  Nicholas  was  the  patron  Saint  of 
children. 

RICHARD  and  ROBERT  occur  seven  times  each,  and  are  both 
royal  names. 

THOMAS  occurs  six  times,  and  was  popular  after  the  canoniza- 
tion of  Thomas  a  Becket. 

The  less  frequent  names  are  WALTER  (three)  (Saxon  :  "  Weald- 
here,"  and  by  transposition  "  Hereweald,"  whence  Harold), 
PETER  (three),  HENRY  (two),  RANDOLPH  (two)  (properly 
Randolf),  ROGER  (two),  ADAM  (two),  HUGH  (two),  PHILIP  (two), 
SIMON  (two),  OLIVER  (two).  These  names  are  mainly  scriptural. 

The  following  occur  once  each : — FULK,  GILBERT,  STEPHAN, 
BERTRAM,  which  are  chiefly  Norman. 
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CHAPTER    V. 


THE  FEE-FARM. 

It  was  the  chief  characteristic  of  the  Feudal  System  that  the 
whole  realm  was  the  property  of  the  sovereign,  who  let  it  to 
his  vassals  in  return  for  payments  of  various  kinds.  This  is 
generally  recognised  by  every  school  boy,  but  it  is  not  so  well 
known  that  from  the  Norman  Conquest  the  same  law  applied 
to  towns  as  well  as  to  the  country  at  large.  The  names  given 
to  this  payment  as  regards  land  were  many,  but  as  applied  to 
towns  it  was  known  as  the  Fee-farm,  the  firma  foedi  or  burgi. 
The  word  fee  is  the  English  form  of  the  Latin  word  foedus,  from 
which  we  derive  the  word  feudal. 

Thus,  then,  the  fee-farm  dates  from  the  Norman  Conquest, 
and  the  king,  in  whose  hands  the  towns  were,  made  either  his 
sheriff  or  the  townsmen,  under  the  name  of  homines,  cives,  or 
burgenses  of  the  town,  answerable  to  him  for  the  payment  of 
the  farm. 

First  The   first   recorded  mention   of   the    fee-farm   occurs   in   the 

offithe°n  reign  of  Henry  II,  when  Roger  Fitz  Folcher1,  as  Custos, 
-Fee-Farm.  was  made  responsible.  The  reference  below  is '  taken  from 
T.  Madox's  History  of  the  Exchequer  (Vol.  I,  p.  331),  but  Davies, 
in  his  History  of  Southampton)  has  a  more  lengthy  reference  from 
Hunter's  Pipe  Roll,  which  evidently  belongs  to  the  same  year, 
although  it  contains  several  further  items.  The  wages  (livery) 
of  John  the  Controller  were  58/-  per  annum.  He  was  the 
clerk  who  kept  the  accounts  of  the  fee-farm.  The  transport 
service  by  the  king's  writ,  which  probably  means  the  forwarding 
of  his  messengers,  cost  57/6  (Davies  says  47/6).  And  the  king 
still  had  in  the  treasury  £68  8s.  lod.  In  later  years  it  was  more 
often  than  not — nichil  (nothing). 

1138.  The  next  reference  to  the  farm  is  almost  contemporaneous, 

and  I  only  mention  it  because  it  gives  Sheriff  Turstin's2  name 
correctly.  The  other  authorities  quoted  by  Davies  mention  a 
William  Trentegeruns,  or  Trentegenmns,  as  rendering  account. 

1  "  Hantona  :  Rogerus  films  Folcheri  r.  c.  de  firms  Hantoniae  de  tercia  parte  anni  quam  habuit  in 
Custodia.    In  Liberatione  Johannis  Contratalhitoris  xixs.  iiiid.     Et  in  Transfretationibus  per  brevia 
Regis  Iviis.  vR     Et  Remanet  de  flrma  Regis  de  tercia  parte  anni  Ixvittl.  viiis.  xd."  (Mag.  Rot.,  2  H.  2 ; 
Rot.  lla). 

2  "Hantescira  :  Turstinus  vioecomes  reddit  couaptum  de  xxxitH-  v»-  xd.  bl.  de  Veteri  Firma"  (Mag. 
Rot.,  4  H.  2  ;  Rot.  8a). 
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The  latter  had  probably  been  appointed  by  Turstin  as  his 
representative  in  the  town.  We  have  also  here  the  first  mention 
of  blanched  or  tried  silver.  Twenty  shillings  were  picked  out 
of  the  sum  and  melted  down.  The  rest  of  the  money  was 
judged  by  the  blanched  pound.  By  the  "  old  farm  "  is  evidently 
meant  the  balance  of  the  last  year's  farm. 

1189.  So  far  there  is  no  mention  of  the  value  of  the  annual  rental, 

but  in  1189,  when  Gervais,  the  sheriff,  presented  his  accounts,  we 
find  the  sum  ^200  named  for  the  first  time.1  This  is  at  least 
ten  years  before  the  date  given  by  Davies,  and  was  in  the  last 
year  of  Henry  II.  What  the  farm  was  previously  there  is  no 
evidence  to  show ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  always  ^"200, 
as  doubtless  the  amount  was  fixed  by  the  size  of  the  town,  which 
was  bounded  by  the  same  walls.  The  point,  however,  is  that 

1199.  in  1199  the  burgesses  purchased  the  town  from  the  king  for 
£100  down,  and  henceforth  paid  the  £"200  rent  direct  to  the 
king,  without  any  interference  from  his  sheriff.2  It  will  be 
observed  that  Portsmouth3  is  included  in  the  fee-farm.  This 
town  was  governed  by  a  bailiff  at  this  time,  but  whether  he 
was  appointed  by  the  burgesses  of  Southampton  it  is  impossible 
to  say. 

1203.  The  burgesses  now  having  the  payment  of  the  farm  in  their 

own  hands,  evidently  chose  one  of  their  number  to  be  responsible 
for  the  collection  and  payment,  for  in  1204  we  read  of  one  Azo 
rendering  the  account.4 

1209,  But  the  king  would  take  back  the  town  into  his  own  hands 

should  occasion  arise,  and  the  burgesses  would  have  to  pay  a 
fine,  varying  in  amount  in  proportion  to  the  offence,  before  they 
could  get  it  into  their  power  again.5 

1  "Gervasius  de  Sudhantona  r.  c..de  Clxviil.  et  xviiis.  Bl.  de  veteri  firma  de  Hantona.    Et  de  CC1. 
Bl.  de  Nova  nrnaa"  (Mag.  Rot.,  1  Richard  I,  6b). 

2  "Burgenses  de  Ham  ton  dant  Domino  Rcgl  Ci.  pro  habenda  Villa  de  Sutbamton  ad  firmam  in 
perpetuam  pro  CCi-  per  annum  cum  portu  de  Portu  Hues,  et  omnibus  aliis  pertenentiis  ad  flrmam  Villae 
de  Hamton  pertinentibns,  unde  eadem  villa  saisita  fuit  terupore  Regis  Henrici.     Et  habent  cartam 
Domini  Regis  inde  de  predicta  flrma  respondencla  ad  festura  S.  Micbaells  ad  Scaccarium  Domini  Regis  " 
(Rot.  de  Oblatis,  1  John,  m.  19). 

3  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  form  of  the  name  in  the  original  is  Portus  Mues.    The  accepted 
derivation  of  the  word  is  naturally  "Port's  mouth,"  although  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle  derives  its 
name  from  a  Saxon  chieftain  of  the  name  of  Port,  but  probably  no  such  person  existed  except  in  the 
imagination  of  some  early  historical  speculator.    But  was  there  a  hero  named  Mue?    Otherwise  it  is 
hard  to  account  for  this  form  of  the  word. 

4  "Idem  Homines  de  Sudhantone,  Azo  pro  eis,  r.  c.  de  CCI.  de  lirma  de  Sudhantona  cum  Portes- 
mue"  (Rot.  de  Oblatif,  5  John,  lla). 

R  "  Burgenses  de  Suhamtonia  debent  xi  marcas  et  duo  dolia  vini  de  Aucerra  pro  habenda  Villa  sua 
de  Suthamtonia.  Et  reddent  Regi  infra  nonum  annum  Regni  Regis  omnia  debita  quae  ei  debent.  Ita 
quod  Rex  eis  locari  faciat  C  s.  per  annum  in  flrma  sua,  pro  Terra  quarn  Rex  Ricardus  dedit  canonicis 
S.  Dionisit  in  elemosina  "  (Mag.  Rot.,  10  John,  6b). 
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1217.  Again  in  1217  Henry  III  had  taken  the  town  from  the  Earl 

of  Salisbury,  to  whom  the  farm  had  been  given  by  John.1 

Out  of  the  fee-farm  the  king  granted  various  sums  of  money, 
generally  for  some  religious  purpose  or  to  endow  some  religious 

1171.  community.  The  first  charge  was  the  modest  sum  of  one  mark 
for  the  Knights  Templar.  In  the  same  year  the  Abbeys  of  Lire 
and  Cormeilles  were  granted  the  annual  sum  of  £18,  a  sum 
which  we  learn  later  (1230)  was  divided  as  follows — to  Lire, 
£g  5s.,2  and  to  Cormeilles,  £8  155. 
The  The  terrible  scourge  of  leprosy  has  practically  disappeared 

1174*  fr°m  Europe,  but  it  was  prevalent  in  England  to  a  late  period. 
Lazar  houses  were  to  be  found  in  all  the  big  towns,  especially 
in  those  on  the  sea-coast.  Generally  the  lepers  were  confined  to 
hospitals,  but  if  they  were  provided  with  a  distinctive  dress 
and  a  bell  slung  from  their  necks  they  were  allowed  to  wander 
about  the  country  at  large,  fed  by  the  charitable.  They  were 
not  allowed  to  approach  the  towns,  in  which  they  were  kept 
immured.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  look  after  the 
welfare,  both  corporal  and  spiritual,  of  the  sufferers.  The 
charitable  would  help  with  their  alms  and  the  sovereign  would 
set  aside  a  modest  sum  from  the  fee-farm.  In  the  case  of  South- 
ampton this  amounted  to  235.  2d.  This  might  seem  a  small 
amount,  but  it  will  be  noticed  that,  together  with  the  tithes 
given  to  Lira  and  Cormeilles,  it  made  up  a  tenth  of  his  income 

1231.  derived  from  the  town.  In  1231  the  amount  is  given  as  335.  2d., 
and  in  1284,  275.  2d.,  but  these  alterations  of  the  value  are  mere 
eccentricities  on  the  part  of  the  scribe,  to  whom  an  additional 
stroke  or  two  to  the  Roman  numerals  was  a  matter  of  little 
consequence. 

The  Lazar  House  in  Southampton  was  called  the  Hospital  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalene  or,  more  commonly,  Le  Maudeleyne.  The 
name  is  still  existing  in  the  corrupted  form  of  the  Marlands, 
where,  at  the  north-east  extremity,  probably  on  the  main  road, 
the  hospital  was  built.3 

As  I  mentioned  above,  the  sustenance  of  the  lepers  depended 
upon  the  donations  of  the  rich.  But  here  I  may  have  credited 

1  Rot.  Lift.  Claus.  sub  dat. 

2  "Et  ad  Sudhamtunam  novem  libras  et  quinque  solidos  et  in  eadem  villa  sunt  praedicti  Monachi 
et  homines  sui  de  Dominio  suo  et  Domus  illorum,  liberi  et  quieti  de  omnibus  consuetudtnibus."    This 
extract  refers  to  the  monks  of  St.  Mary  of  Cormeilles,  and  seems  to  show  that  the  careless  scribe  wrongly 
apportioned  the  amounts  to  the  two  abbeys. 

3  However,  iu  connection  with  the  question  of  the  site  should  be  read  Speed's  Hist,  of  South- 
ampton,pp.  138, 139  -ed.  by  Miss  E.  E.  Aubrey ;  and  Davies,  ffitt.  of  Southampton,  p.  448,  n.  1. 
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the  king  with  a  larger  heart  than  he  deserved.  Church  lands 
were  exempt  from  duties  of  every  kind  to  the  sovereign.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  certain  fields  belonging  to  the  town 
were  handed  over  to  the  Church,  and  thus  would  have  to  be 
subtracted  from  the  feuds  which  contributed  the  £200  fee-farm. 
The  Merchants'  Guild  contributed  eight  gallons1  of  ale.  It  is 
also  said,  but  I  cannot  find  on  what  authority,  that  the  lepers 
were  allowed  one  penny  on  every  tun  of  foreign  wine  imported 
to  Southampton.2 

It  appears  that  the  town  was  accustomed  to  be  let  out  to 
farm  to  such  persons  as  the  king  approved  of.  This  was 
certainly  the  usage  in  Norman  times,  but  there  is  no  record 
of  such  a  custom  previously.3  Similarly,  annual  payments  were 
made  to  the  king  by  the  Merchant  Guilds.4 

1174.  In  1174  the  Canons  of  St.  Denys  were  granted  from  the  farm 

the  annual  sum  of  75.  2d.,  which  was  increased  in  1210  to  £10. 
The  Priory  of  St.  Denys  was  founded  in  about  the  year  1124  as 
an  establishment  for  the  Black  Canons  of  St.  Augustine.  Its 
endowment  consisted  of  three  ploughlands  of  ground  in  Ports- 
wood,  three  groves  of  woodland,  one  hundred  acres  of  pasture, 
forty  of  meadow  and  forty  of  marsh.  Richard  I  gave  them  in 
addition  Kingsland,  for  which  the  town  was  allowed  the 
remission  of  loos,  from  the  farm,  and  the  wood  called  Ports- 
wood,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  have  enjoyed  this  immunity 
for  long.5 

1236.  The  town  was  often  fined  an  additional  sum  of  money  for 

various  offences.  For  instance,  in  1246  it  was  amerced  to  the 
amount  of  270  marks  for  withdrawing  several  of  the  duties 
which  it  owed  to  the  Castle  of  Southampton,  and  for  selling 
quantities  of  timber,  lead  and  stone  of  that  castle  when  it  was 
pulled  down.6 

1  "  Que  let  meseaus  auerount  de  la  Glide,  tan  cum  y  serra.    Et  quaunt  la  Glide  serra,  leg 
meseaus  de  la  maudeleyne  auerount  del  aumune  de  gildeyns  i]  cestres  de  la  ceruoyse"  (The  Oak  Book, 
Vol.  I,  p.  26  -ed.  by  P.  Studer).    This  was  translated  by  W.  Overay  in  1473  as  follows:  -"  Whan  the 
guilde  shalbe,  the  mescll  of  the  mawdlens  shall  have  almes  of  the  bretheren  of  the  gilde  ij  systems  of  ale  " 
(ib.,  p.  87).    The  cestre  (sextarius)  varied  from  a  pint  to  four  gallons.    "  Apud  Anglos  sextarius  continet 
4  jalones  "  (Du  Cange). 

2  v.  Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p  449. 

3  Madox,  Hist,  of  the  Exchequer,  Vol.  I,  p.  335. 

<  The  Fullers  of  Winchester  paid  £6  per  annum  for  their  guild  in  1159,  and  the  Weavers  £6.    In 
1156  Winchester  paid  £8  per  annum  for  the  farm  of  the  Chapmanhall,  and  In  1199  20  marks. 

5  t>.  Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  414. 

6  "  Communa  Villae  Sudhamtoniae  debet  cclxx  marcas  pro  subtractions  pluriuru  cousuetudinum 
pertenentium  ad  Castrum  Sudhantonae  et  de  rnairemo,  plumbo,  lapidibus  eiusdem  Castri  prostrati 
venditis"  (Mag.  Rot.,  30  H.  3.    Sudhant.,  m.  Ib). 
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1278.  ln  the  year  1276  Edward  I  took  the  town  into  his  hands, 

apparently  for  wounding  a  king's  bailiff  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty.  He  restored  the  town  to  the  burgesses,  but  fined 
them  an  annual  sum  of  40  marks  (£26  135.  4d.),  so  that  in 
future  the  annual  farm  amounted  to  £226  135.  4d.  When  the 
appointed  alms  were  deducted  (these  were  : — Knights  Templar, 
135.  4d. ;  Lira  and  Cormeille,  £18  ;  Lepers,  £i  35.  2d. ;  Canons 
of  St.  Denys,  175.  2d. ;  Kingsland,  £$  ;  total,  £25  135.  8d.),  the 
net  sum,  £200  igs.  8d.,  which  is  mentioned  time  and  again, 
remained. 

The  farm,  in  part  or  in  whole,  was  often  bestowed  upon 
queens  of  England.  Thus  it  had  been  settled  for  life  upon 
Eleanor,  wife  of  Henry  III.  On  her  death  Edward  I  endowed 
his  second  wife,  Margaret  of  France,  with  the  farm.  Isabella 
of  France,  wife  of  Edward  II,  was  the  next  to  receive  the  town 
as  her  jointure.  Joan  of  Navarre,  wife  of  Henry  IV,  received 
150  marks.  The  documents  referring  to  the  last  are  published, 
one  in  the  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  and  the  other  in 
this  volume.  Henry  VI  gave  his  wife,  Margaret  of  Anjou,  an 
annuity  of  £100,  and  Edward  IV  granted  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Woodville,  £4.6-  John  William,  the  mayor,  had  to  borrow  £7 
of  Robert  Blewet  to  make  up  the  allowance.1 

1461.  Edward  IV  granted  an  annuity  of  £154  from  the  farm  to  the 

"stout  Earl  Warwick."  These  payments  were  apparently 
continued  until  the  death  of  the  earl  at  the  battle  of  Barnet, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  impoverished  condition  of  the 
town  permitted  the  punctual  return  of  the  rent.  At  all  events, 
the  Steward's  Books  mention  that  in  1470  the  aforementioned 
John  William  had  to  ride  to  London  "  to  rekyn  w*  the  erle  of 
Warwicke."  He  "  was  ther  xii  days,  for  the  wheche  xii  days 
the  costes  comyth  toe  1s'  vid-"  The  next  settlement  of  the 
same  amount  was  made  to  the  Earl  of  Arundell,  but  again  he 
had  to  be  satisfied  with  a  bewildering  amount  of  small  instal- 
ments. The  town  sometimes  paid  in  wine.  Often  he  wrote 
pathetic  letters  because  of  the  non-payment  of  the  duties. 

1580.  In  1530  the  forty  marks  so  often  referred  to  were  permanently 

remitted  by  Henry  VIII.  In  spite  of  this  the  town  found 
continual  difficulty  in  collecting  the  rent,  and  in  the  year  1549 
arrears  were  due  to  the  Treasury  of  nearly  £1,850,  of  which 
£1,000  were  remitted,  the  town  undertaking  to  pay  the  balance 
in  annual  instalments  of  £100. 

a  Steward's  Books,  1470-1. 
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1558.  In  1552  the  rent  was  reduced  to  £50,  under  certain  conditions 

which  were  made  under  the  charter  of  7  Edward  VI.1 

Finally,  various  persons  purchased  the  fee-farm  for  varying 
periods,  until  in  1737  it  was  sold  in  perpetuity  to  the  Countess 
of  Salisbury  for  ^1,500.  The  £"50,  less  the  land  tax,  is  still  paid 
to  the  trustees  of  Hatfield's  charity,  a  school  founded  to  educate 
twenty  girls  of  the  parish  of  Hatfield. 


CHAPTER    VI. 


JOAN  OF  NAVARRE. 

Joan  of  Navarre,  the  wife  of  Henry  IV,  was  the  daughter  of 
Charles  the  Bad,  King  of  Navarre.  She  was  the  widow  of 
John  IV,  the  Duke  of  Brittany,  who  died  in  1399,  leaving  her 
with  eight  children.  In  1402  she  married  Henry  IV,  by  proxy, 
at  Eltham.  She  did  not  arrive  in  England  until  the  following 
year,  when  the  marriage  was  re-celebrated  at  Winchester 
Cathedral.  The  Commons  had  fixed  her  dowry  at  10,000 
marks,2  but  she  always  had  considerable  trouble  in  getting  it. 
When  aliens  were  expelled  in  1404,  Queen  Joan  was  specially 
allowed  to  keep  her  two  daughters  and  one  attendant,  but 
two  years  later  even  these  were  forced  from  her.3  She  had  no 
children  by  Henry  IV,  but  her  relations  with  her  step-son, 
Henry  V,  were  very  cordial,  and  during  his  absence  in  the  wars 
with  France  he  gave  "his  dearest  mother"  permission  to  reside 
in  any  of  his  castles,  such  as  Windsor  or  Wallingford.4  There 
is  no  authority  that  she  was  left  as  regent  while  he  was  absent, 
except  that  of  Holinshed.6 


1  v.  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  II,  p.  12. 

2  Rot.  Parl.,  Ill,  p.  532,  etc. 

3  »6.,  p.  527. 

4  Foedera,  IX,  p.  603. 

5  Holinshed,  III,  p.  86. 
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A  pathetic  story  is  told  of  her,  when  her  son  Arthur  was 
brought  back  a  prisoner  after  Agincourt,  and  came  to  visit  his 
mother.  She  made  one  of  her  ladies  take  her  place.  The  young 
count,  who  had  not  seen  his  mother  for  eleven  years,  failed  to 
recognise  his  mistake  until  Joanna  betrayed  herself.1 

The  latter  part  of  her  life  was  sorrowful.  She  was  accused 
by  her  confessor,  John  Randolph,  "  of  compassing  the  death  of 
the  king  in  the  most  horrible  manner  that  could  be  devised."  : 
Elsewhere  the  accusation  is  definitely  that  of  witchcraft.3  Her 
accuser  is  said  to  have  been  put  to  death.4  Joanna  was  deprived 
of  all  her  revenues  and  committed  to  the  custody  of  Sir  John 
Pelham  at  Pevensey  Castle.  It  must  be  remembered  that  her 
son,  the  Duke  of  Brittany,  was  hostile  to  Henry  V,  and  this 
weighed  against  her.  Of  course,  she  was  accused  of  giving 
information  to  the  enemy. 

The  remainder  of  her  life  was  spent  peacefully  at  Langley 
and  Havering-atte-Bower,  where  she  died  in  I437,5  and  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  at  Canterbury.  Her 
sculptured  effigy  gives  the  idea  of  a  very  beautiful  woman, 
as  also  does  her  portrait  in  the  Cotton  MSS. 


1  Nicholas,  Agincourt,  pp.  157, 158. 

2  Rot.  Part.,  IV,  p.  118. 

3  Chron.  ion.,  p.  107 ;  Walsingham,  II,  p.  331. 

*  Holinshed,  III,  p.  106. 

•  Chron.  ion.,  p.  123. 
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She 
St$n   flfcanuals  of  Southampton. 


THE  SIGN  MANUALS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


No.  I. 

HENRY  VI  (date  unknown).1 

(On  the  back  :  "  To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Alder- 
men and  Baillies  of  our  Towne  of  Southampton  and  their 
Bretheren.") 

H.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

f  Trusty  and  welbiloved,  we  grete  you  wele. 


JohnC°m  ^n<^  ^ate  y°U  w*te  ^at  r*&kt  tedious  compleynt  hath  been 
servant  of*'  made  unto  us  by  our  welbiloved  subgiet  John  Collis  porsuyvant2 
of6Bedfopd.  unto  our  ri£ht  entierly  welbiloved  Uncle  the  Due  of  Bedford,  of 
ful  grevous  Wrongs  Iniuries  and  hurt,  surmised  to  be  by  your 
meanes  unto  hym  doon  ayeinst  all  right  and  conscience  in  a 
matier  to  be  determyned  amongs  you,  between  hym  and  oon 
Robert  Wilson3  of  our  Town  of  Southampton,  as  by  this  suppli- 
cacion  unto  us  late  presented  which  we  sende  unto  you  herin 
closed  it  may  appere  at  large.  Wherfore  we  fully  entending  to 
see  iustice  and  equite  ministred  unto  every  our  subgiets  in  all 
thair  matiers  and  causes,  wol  and  charge  you  that  peysing4 
thurghly  in  your  mynde  what  ye  ought  to  doo  herin  of  duetie, 
Ye  demeane  you  in  such  wise  from  hensforth  in  this  matier 
aneinst  our  said  subgiet  in  shewing  unto  hym  playne  and  un- 
delayed  right  wisnesse  that  for  lak  therof  he  be  not  constrayned 
to  poursue  unto  us  for  othr  remedy  in  that  behalve,  which  if  in 
your  defaults  he  be  driven  eftsones  to  doo,  it  wol  sowne  greately 
to  our  displeasnre  that  eny  such  default  or  negligence  shuld  be 
founde  in  you,  and  therupon  cause  us  to  put  othrwise  our  hands 
of  help  for  reformacion  of  the  same. 

Yeven  undre  our  signet  at  our  Citie  of  Winchestr  the  secunde 
day  of  Octobre. 


1  We  can  only  say  that  the  date  is  between  1422  and  1435,  on  the  latter  of  which  dates  John,  Duke 
of  Bedford,  died  (September  14th).    Henry  VI  would  naturally  be  residing  at  Winchester  under  the 
tutelage  of  Henry  Beaufort,  Bishop  of  Winchester.    In  1435  Henry  was  only  fourteen  years  old. 

2  John  Collis  was  probably  a  messenger  of  state  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  spent  the  wkole  of 
these  years  in  Prance. 

3  I  can  find  no  mention  of  this  man  in  the  records  of  the  town. 
«  Weighing. 


THE    SIGN   MANUALS 


No  man 
to  annoy 
the  Town 
of  South- 
ampton. 


No.  II. 

35  (?)  HENRY  VI  (1457).' 

(On  the  back  :  "  King  Henry  the  Vlth  that  the  town  and  catals 
shall  not  be  vexed  trobelyd  or  grevyd  upon  payn  of  dethe, 
1452,  n°  40.") 

We  wolle  and  charge  in  the  kynges  name  alle  manner  men 
that  they  in  no  wise  vex  trouble  ne  greve  the  Towne  of  Suth- 
ainpton  ne  no  persone  ne  persones  therof  their  godes  ne  catalles 
contrarye  to  the  kynges  lawes  upon  peyne  of  dethe.  And  if  eny 
persone  or  persones  eville  disposed  wolle  presume  to  attempte 
ayenst  the  seid  Towne  or  eny  persone  or  persones  therof  their 
godes  or  catalles  contrarye  to  the  kinges  lawes  and  this  our 
comaundement,  Than  we  wolle  charge  and  in  the  kinges  name 
comaunde  the  Mayre  Shirref  Baillyes  Constables  and  alle  othir 
Officers  within  the  said  towne  and  everyche  of  theym  that  they 
withoute  any  delay  do  the  said  mysdoere  -to  be  taken  and 
comytted  into  warde  there  safly  to  be  kepte  into  the  tyme  that 
they  be  lawfully  delyvered,  after  the  lawe  of  the  londe.  And 
that  they  faylle  not  to  execute  this  oure  comaundement  as  they 
wille  (answer)  to  the  kyng  (their  sover)ain  lorde  and  unto  us 
at  their  pareille. 

Yeven  under  oure  signettes2  atte  London  on  the  xx  day  of 
Juyll  the  xxxv  (year)  of  our  severain  lord  (King  He)nry  the 
sext  after  the  conquest. 


1  In  connection  with  this  date  the  Historical  Introduction  to  the  Slack  Book  should  be  read,  as 
throwing  considerable  light  upon  the  intention  of  this  letter  (A.  B.  Wallis  Chapman,  Black  Book  of 
Southampton,  Vol.  I,  pp.  xv,  xvi). 

2  This  letter  is  unique  in  that  it  has  two  rush  signets,  one  the  rose  of  Lancaster,  and  the  other 
apparently  a  bear  and  staff. 


OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


The  Purser 
and  Crew 
of  the 
"Grace- 
a-Dieu"  to 
be  paid  by 
the  Town 
out  of  the 
Fee  Farm. 


No.  III. 

10  EDWARD  IV  (1470). 

(On  a  label :    "  To  our   trusty   and   welbeloved  the  Mair  and 
Shirreff  of  our  Towne  of  Suthampton. "j 

Edward  by  the  grace  of  god  King  of  England  and  of  Fraunce 
and  Lord  of  Irlande. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  and  Shirrieff  of  oure 
Towne  of  Suthampton  greting. 

We  wol  and  charge  you  that  of  the  money  comyng  and 
growing  towards  us  of  the  fee  ferme  of  oure  said  towne  ye 
content  and  paye  unto  John  Peyntour  and  his  iii  felowes  by 
us  assigned  for  the  keping  of  oure  Shippe  called  the  Grace  a 
Dieu1  to  every  of  them  after  the  Rate  of  xiiii  d.  by  the  Weke 
for  mete  and  drynke  to  the  said  John  Peyntour  for  his  Wags 
after  the  Rate  of  iiii  d.  by  daie  and  to  every  of  his  said  iii 
felowes  after  the  Rate  of  xii  d.  by  the  Weke  for  thair  Wags2 
and  for  their  house  rent  xiii  s.  iiii  d.  with  allowaunce  resonnab16 
for  reparacion  of  the  said  hows  unto  tyme  ye  have  othirwise 
from  us  in  comaundement.  And  thies  oure  lettres  shalbe  your 
suffisant  Warraunt  and  discharge  in  that  behalve. 

Yeven  under  oure  privee  Seel  at  our  Towne  of  Suthampton3 
abovesaid  the  viith  day  of  Maye  The  xth  yer  of  our  Reigne. 


1  This  ship  is  of  considerable  fame.    In  1460  an  indented  certificate  mentions  that  the  Master  of  the 
"Gracedydee"  received  £31  10s.  lOd.  from  Richard  Gryme,  mayor  of  the  town,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  Master,  Richard  Symond  (the  ship  is  called  the  "Gracedywe")  received  £68  5s.  lOd.  for  the 
victualling  and  safe  custody  of  the  ship  for  a  whole  year,  and  the  following  April  he  received  £14  14s.  4d. 
from  the  mayor  for  six  months  (the  ship's  name  being  here  "  Le  Gracedewe"). 

2  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  rate  of  wages  here  with  that  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  later 
(«.  Letters  Patent,  11  Henry  VII). 

3  v.  Introduction. 


THE   SIGN   MANUALS 


No.  IY. 

EDWARD  IV  (H7I).1 

(On  the  back  :  "  To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  maire  of 
o™  town  of  Suthampton.") 

E.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

Complaint       Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wel. 

that  the 

Crew  of  the     And  where  we  late  wrote  unto  you  that  ye  shulde  contente 

a-Dieu"       and  paye  certain  duetes  unto  John  Peynf  purser  of  the  grace 


,  according  to  oure  lettres  of  prive  sele  to  him  graunted  for 
the  same,  ye  as  it  is  said  denye  to  performe  olir  plesure  in  that 
behalve  :  by  cause  ye  were  comanded  by  our  other  lettres  of 
prive  sele  of  late  time  direct  unto  you,  that  ye  shulde  not 
make  contentacon  of  eny  fees  wags  or  annuitees,  whiche 
notw'standing  we  wol  and  straitly  charge  you  that  incontinent 
upon  the  sight  herof,  alle  delayes  and  excuses  sette  apart,  ye 
content  and  paye  unto  the  said  John  Peynter  alle  suche  somes 
of  mony  as  is  due  unto  him  and  his  felaship  by  reason  of  oure 
graunte  aforesaid  as  ye  entende  to  do  us  pies™6' 

Yeven  under  oure   signet    at   the  Castel  of   Farneham    the 
xvii  day  of  Novembre. 


1  The  date  was  probably  1471 ;  first,  because  this  letter  evidently  follows  the  last,  and,  secondly,  as 
the  next  letter  shews,  Edward  was  at  Farnham  in  November  of  this  year. 


OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 


In  Order 

;hat  £20 
36  given  to 
;he  late 
Sheriff, 
Thomas 
Raynold, 
oat  of  the 
Fee  Farm. 


No.  Y. 

ii  EDWARD  IV  (1471). 

Edward  by  the  grace  of  god  king  of  England  and  of  Fraunce 
and  Lord  of  Irlande. 

To  the  Mair  Shirriefs  and  Baillifs  of  oure  Towne  of  South- 
ampton for  the  tyme  being,  greting. 

For  asmoche  as  we  in  consideracon  of  the  trewe  and  feithfull 
service  that  oure  welbeloved  Thomas  Raynold1  of  Suthampton 
aforsaid  hath  divers  wises  doon  unto  us,  and  in  recompense  of 
the  greet  losses  and  charges  that  he  hadd  and  susteyned  for 
our  sake  the  tyme  that  he  was  Shirrief  of  Suthampton  above- 
seid  have  yeven  unto  hym  xx  li.  to  be  taken  of  the  fee  ferme 
of  our  said  Towne  by  your  handes,  We  wol  and  charge  you 
that  of  suche  somes  of  moneye  as  be  due  unto  us  and  in  your 
handes  of  the  said  fee  ferme  or  that  shalbe  due  and  next  come 
to  your  handes  ye  contente  and  paye  unto  the  said  Thomas  the 
said  xx  li.  And  thees  our  Ires  shalbe  unto  you  herin  suffisaunt 
warrant  and  that  by  the  same  we  wol  ye  have  therof  due 
allowaunce  in  your  accompt. 

Yeven  under  our  Prive  Seel  at  the  Castell  of  Farnham  the 
xviith  Day  of  Novembr  the  xith  yere  of  our  Reigne. 


1  Thomas  Raynold  (or  Reynolds)  was  sheriff  in  1469  and  mayor  in  1476.  He  was  one  of  the  burgesses 
of  Parliament  (Hi»t.  MSS.  Com.  Report,  Appendix  III,  p.  17)  in  1485,  and  received  from  the  Steward  of 
Southampton  40/-  for  himself  and  Thomas  Overey  "  for  theyr  wages." 


8  THE    SIGN    MANUALS 


No.  YI. 

EDWARD  IV1  (1472?). 

(On  the  back  :  "  To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  maire  of 
our  town  of  Suthampton.") 

E.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

A  second         Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wel,  lating  you  wite 

plaining1""  how    we    be   enformed   that    notw'standing   we    of  late   time 

Purser  of     comanded  you  by  or  other  lettres  that  ye  shulde  con  ten  te  and 

the  "Grace- pa  ye  w1  our  mony  resting  in  your  hands  suche  somes  of  mony 

had'not       as  ^Y  us  *s  °^ue  unto  J°nn   Paynter   Purser  of  our  ship  called 

yet  been      the  Grace  Dieu  and  his  feleaship  for  suche  reparacions  as  by 

our  comandment  thei  have  made  upon  the  same  and  for  their2 

borde  and  Wags  the  time  that2  wer  wlin  o"r  said  ship  ye  have 

not   accomplisshed  onr  comandment  as   it   is  said  to  onr  grete 

mervayle.     Wherfor  we  eftsonnes  straitly  charge  you  if  it  so  be 

that   incontinent  upon   the   sight   herof  ye  make  contentacon 

unto  the  said  John  and  his  felaship  of  the  said  somes  of  money 

according  to  onr  other2  lettres,  alle  excuses  and  delayes  sette  apart 

as  ye  wol  do  us  plesure,  Eny  thing2  you  moving  to  the  contrary 

notwVtanding,  And  theese  our  lettres  shalbe  youre  warrant  and 

souffisant  discharge  anempst  us  in  that  behalve. 

Yeven    under    oure    signet   at   our  palois  of   WestmiD8ter  the 
iiiitb  Day  of  Januer. 


1  The  rush  seal  is  in  a  perfect  state. 

2  These  words  are  written  with  the  old  initial  letter  "thorn,"  the  sole  survivor  of  the  Runic 
alphabet.    It  is  often  mis-spelt  "  y,"  e.g.,  "  the  "  wrongly  written  "  ye." 


OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 


No.  YII, 

12  EDWARD  IV1  (1472). 

(On  the  back  :  "  To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Mair  and 
his  brethren  of  om<  Towne  of  Southampton  and  to  every  of 
them.") 


E.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Kidding 
he  Town 
l{iYe 

obedience 
;o  the 
Bishop  (of 
Winchester) 
ind  Sir 
Maurice 
Berkeley. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wel. 

And  for  your  true  devor  and  acquietall  that  ye  have  shewed 
you  of  hertofor  at  al  tymes  to  our  gret  pleasur  according  to 
your  duetee,  we  hertly  thank  you  and  pray  you  in  like  wise 
to  continue  yeveyng  ful  faith  and  credence  to  the  right  reverend 
fader  in  god  our  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  Cousin  the 

(Bish)op   of 2   and  to   our   trusti   and   welbeloved 

knight  Sr  Morys  Barkley3  in  that  thei  shal  .  .  .  behalve 
and  that  ye  endevour  you  to  accomplishe  the  same  as  our 
trust  is  in  y(ou). 

(Yeven  under  our)  signet  at  our  Towne  of  Lew(es)  the  iiide 
day  of  May. 


(At  the  bottom,  in  a  different  hand  :  "  Md  qnod  ista  littera  deliberata 
fuit  Thomae  Payn4  Maiori  per  Thomam  Asshe  servientem 
domini  Reg18  exequenda  vii  die  Maii  Anno  regni  Edwardi  iiiith 
xii0.") 


1  This  letter  is  In  a  very  fragmentary  state  and  will  bear  no  further  handling.    The  memorandum 
at  the  foot  of  the  letter  fixes  the  date  without  question. 

2  No  doubt  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  (Waynflete). 

3  Probably  a  descendant  of  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  who  died  at  Calais  in  1346,  and  from  whom 
Viscount  Portman  is  descended. 

4  This  Thomas  Payn  was  notorious  for  his  disorderly  behaviour  a  few  years  previously.    It  had 
been  the  custom  for  the  retiring  mayor  to  nominate  two  burgesses  for  office.    In  1460  Payn  strongly 
objected  and  collected  a  turbulent  crowd,  which  rushed  the  Guildhall  with  daggers  drawn,  and  after 
electing  his  own  nomine,  caused  him  to  be  brought  in  triumph  on  their  shoulders  and  had  him  placed  in 
the  magistrate's  seat  (Pat,  Rolls  CaL,  39  Henry  VI,  m.  13). 


IO 


THE    SIGN   MANUALS 


An  Order 
to  summon 


appointed 

toth^Kin 
all  tenths, 


No.  VIII. 

EDWARD  IV1  (1478  ?). 

(On  the  back  :  "  To  cure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  mair  and 
shirief  of  our  town  of  Suthampton.") 


E.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wel. 

And   for  asmoche   as   the   lords   of  our  parlement  and   the 
comownes  of  this  our  Royaume  have  graunted  unto  us  the  xth  part 

of  the  value  °f  oon  Yer  of  alle  their  lands  tenaments  and  other 
possessions  as  in  severel  acts  made  by  auctorite  of  parlement 
upon  the  same  more  pleinly  it  appereth,  We  sende  unto  you 
at  this  time  our  severel  lettres  of  comission  wl  the  copies2  of  the 
said  acts  and  instruccons,  willing  and  desiring  and  over  that 
straitly  charging  you  to  make  to  be  assembled  alle  the  comis- 
sioners  named  in  the  said  comissions  or  asmany  of  them  as  ye 
may  as  hastily  as  ye  can,  at  a  certain  day  and  in  such  a  place 
as  shalbe  thought  moost  covenable  for  the™  to  assemble  in, 
And  over  that  that  ye  tharine  and  them  deliver  unto  them  our 
said  comissioners  copies  and  instruccons,  soliciting  them  w*  alle 
diligence  for  the  hasty  execucon  of  our  said  comissions  according 
to  the  said  acts  and  instruccons,  Not  fayling  so  to  do  as  ye 
tendre  our  wele  and  the  wele  of  this  onr  land. 


Yeven  under  ou 
day  of  Decembre. 


signet  at  our  Paloys  of  Westminster  the  x 


th 


1  In  this  reign  Parliament  hardly  ever  met,  and  the  king's  power  was  almost  absolute.    In  1463 
the  Commons  granted  him  the  wool-tax  and  also  tonnage  and  poundage  for  life,  and  thus  made  him 
independent  of  Parliament.    In  addition  to  this  the  confiscations  of  the  Lancastrian  estates  poured 
immense  wealth  into  the  royal  treasury.    The  longest  Parliament  of  the  reign  sat  for  42  days  in  1478, 
which  may,  therefore,  be  the  date  of  this  letter. 

2  The  copies  of  these  acts  have  disappeared. 


OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 


II 


No.  IX. 

EDWARD  IV1  (c.  1480). 

To  oure  truste  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  of  oure  town  of 
Southmpton  and  Roger  Kelshale2  oon  of  oure  yomen  of  the 
Corowne. 


E.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  well. 

And  albeit  as  we  be  enformed  that  for  his  inordinat 
Demeanyng  oon  Thorns  Blythorn  of  oure  Town  of  Suthmpton 
Bowere3  was  of  late  comytted  to  Prison  yit  there  remaynyng, 
Natheless  of  our  grace  especial  and  at  the  humble  Supplicacion 
of  oure  Boweers  there  We  will  and  be  pleased  that  he  be 
enlarged  and  put  to  bayle,  So  that  he  faithfully  doo  and 
contynue  in  our  service  of  his  occupacion  there  as  othr  Boweers 
doo,  Receyving  like  wages. 

Yeven  under  oure  Signet  at  oure  Palays  of  Westmynstr  the 
viith  day  of  Fevrier. 


1  There  is  a  rush  signet,  well  preserved,  enclosing  the  royal  arms  and  siirrounded  by  a  garter  of 
roses. 

2  In  1483  eleven  messuages,  etc.,  were  conveyed  to  Roger  Kelsale  and  others  (Hint.  MSS.  Com. 
Report,  Appendix  III,  p.  90).    In  the  Steward's  Book  (1484)  there  is  an  account  of  the  town's  suit 
"  ayeynste  Roger  Kelsale  and  others  as  to  xlli  the  which  was  granted  to  the  reparacon  of  the  walles  by 
Kynge  Edwarde  for  vii  yeres :  and  they  have  take  alowance  of  the  same  as  for  iiii  yeris,  and  have  not 
paid  hit  to  the  towne."    He  was  Parliamentary  burgess  in  1477-8  and  again  in  1482-3  (Davies,  Hist,  of 
Southampton,  p.  202),  and  in  the  second  year  of  Richard  III  he  was  attainted,  a  reversal  of  the 
attainder  being  granted  by  Henry  VII  (Rot.  Parl,  VI,  pp.  246, 273). 

3  The  Guild  of  Bowyers  was  apparently  formed  at  Southampton  before  that  of  London,  as  the  arms 
of  the  latter  were  only  granted  in  1488.    They  were  as  follows :  "  Sable  uppon  a  cheveron  gold,  thre 
mollets  persyd  betwene  thre  flotys  (i.e.,  flies  for  smoothing  the  bows)  silver."    Crest :  "Thre  bowes  bent 
goulys  strykyd  («.«.,  stringed)  gold." 
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THE   SIGN   MANUALS 


Commend- 
ing a 
Widow, 
Marjorie 
Stamford, 
unjustly 
treated  by 
the  late 
Mayor, 
John 
Walker. 


No.  X. 

EDWARD  IV  (1480?). 

(On  the  back :  "  To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Mair  and  his 
Brethern  of  oure  Towne  of  Southampton.") 


E.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele. 

Lating  you  wite  how  it  hath  of  late  bene  showed  unto  us  on 
the  behalve  of  Margerye  Stamford1  of  our  Towne  of  South- 
ampton widowe  that  John  Walker2  of  our  said  Towne 
merchaunt  contrarie  to  right  and  good  conscience  kepith  frtom 
her  a  tenement  in  the  Strete  called  the  Englisshe  Strete3  ther, 
which  of  right  apperteyneth  unto  hir  as  it  is  said,  and  as  she 
shall  shewe  unto  you  hir  right  therynne  more  at  large,  Wher- 
fore  We  have  consideracion  that  bicause  of  povertie  she  is  not 
of  power  to  sue  the  processe  of  our  lawes  in  that  partie,  desire 
and  pray  you  to  calle  aswell  the  said  JoKn  as  hir  afore  you 
and  to  take  examinacion  of  the  titles  by  aither  of  thaim 
pretended  unto  the  said  tenement,  and  therupon  to  put  you  in 
effectuel  devoir  to  sette  such  direccion  and  ende  therinne  betwix 
thaim  as  shal  accorde  w*  right  and  good  conscience.  Wherynne 
ye  shal  doo  unto  us  full  good  pleasure. 

Yeven  under  oure  signet  at  the  Towne  of  Alford  the  seconde 
day  of  Septembre. 


i  There  is  no  mention  of  this  lady  in  the  Slack  Book.  As  John  Walker  is  here  spoken  of  as  a 
private  person,  I  presume  the  letter  belongs  to  1479-82  (v.  below,  note  2). 

a  John  Walker  was  mayor  in  1466, 1467  and  1473  (Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  174).  He  was 
Parliamentary  representative  in  1477-8  and  again  in  1483-4  (»6.,  pp.  202,  203).  In  1461,  when  he  was 
sheriff,  he  was  summoned  to  the  Exchequer,  whither  he  rode  at  the  town's  cost  for  20/-  (Steward's  Books). 
By  1486  he  apparently  had  received  a  knighthood,  for  from  the  Steward's  Books  we  read,  "  Item  reed  of 
Syr  John  Walker  for  ii  howses,  yt  is  the  Longhouse  afore  Goddyshowsse  wt  a  skelyng  and  a  gardyn  wt 
the  stabelys  beside  the  Mylle  paying  yerly  to  the  Toune  and  he  to  repayre  hit  ,  .  .  vi  s.  viil  d." 

3  High  Street. 


OF   SOUTHAMPTON.  13 


No.  XI. 

EDWARD  IV.1 

E.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

(J°roducnd     Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele. 


one™0"  ^nc*  were  We  late  a  g°°  by  oure  othre  lettres  undre  our  prive 
iiiam  seall  for  suche  causes  as  than  moeved  us  charged  you  to  put 
j°"  iht  of  undre  arrest  a  shipp  called  the  Iht  of  Plymmouthe  w*  alle  the 
mouth,"  goodes  and  thapparaile  therto  belonging  and  over  that  to  kepe 
iuncil  suerly  and  simply  oon  William  Lucas  oon  of  the  Marinners  of 
*ke  same  wt°ut  baill  or  maynprise  unto  the  tyme  ye  shuld 
have  othrewise  in  comaundemente  from  us  as  in  the  same  our 
lettres  is  expressed  more  at  large.  Whiche  our  comaundement 
and  charge  We  undrestande  ye  have  accomplisshed  to  our 
righte  good  pleasure.  We  therfore  woll  and  straitly  charge 
you  and  every  of  you  that  ye  alle  excuses  and  delaies  ecussing 
in  the  most  finest  wise  bring  unto  Westminster  before  us  and 
our  Counsaill  personnelly  the  same  William  Lucas  at  the 
Optas2  of  Saint  Michell  tharchangell  next  comyng  then  to 
here  and  undrestande  suche  things  as  shalbe  obiected  ayenst 
him.  And  also  ye  doo  the  said  ship  wfc  thapparaill  therto 
belonging  still  to  remayne  undre  youre  arrest  and  governaunce 
unto  tyme  ye  shall  know  our  furthre  pleasure  in  that  partie. 
Not  failing  thus  to  doo  as  ye  desire  to  please  us.  And  as  ye 
woll  answere  to  us  at  youre  perille. 

Yeven  undre  oure  prive  Seall  at  Woodstok  the  iiiith  Daie 
of  Septembre. 


i  Not  mentioned  in  the  Hist.  MSS.  Com.  Report. 
1  Octave. 
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No.  XII. 

22  EDWARD  IV1  (1482). 

Edward  by  the  grace  of  god  king  of  England  and  of  Fraunce 
and  lorde  of  Irland. 

An  act  of  TO  a\{  Maires  Shireeffs  Baillieffs  Connestables  Comptrollours 
committed  Customers,  Sercheours  and  all  other  our  officers  and  Ministres 
alshfp  of  asweU  w'yn  onr  V  ports  and  all  other  Franchises  as  w'oute 

Brittany      to  whom  these  our  lettres  shall  come,  gretyng. 

in  the 

Harbour  of      it   is  lamentably  shewed  unto  us  and  our  Counsall  by  oon 

'  Petir  de  Valeto  merchaunt  of  Spayne,  that  where  he  late  had 
freight  and  Ship  of  Britaine  with  heryng,  wex  and  Clothes  of 
Tapestry  werk  and  the  same  brought  unto  our  port  of  Wyn- 
chelsee  there  lying  at  an  ankre  and  tariyng  wynde  and  wedir 
convenient  certaine  evyll  disposed  persones  men  of  werre  yet 
unknowen  unto  hym  entred  and  toke  the  seid  Ship  goodes  and 
merchaundises  and  from  thens  conveyed  the  same.  And  nowe 
late  as  it  is  saide  have  arryved  with  the  seide  Ship  in  oure 
porte  of  Suthampton  and  there  have  solde  and  distributed 
grete  part  of  the  saide  goods  and  merchaundises  to  the  grete 
hurte  of  the  seid  Petir  contrary  to  our  liberties  and  fraunchises 
of  our  Stremys  and  ports,  and  in  right  evyll  and  malicious 
example  if  this  shulde  passe  thus  unreformed.  We  woll  therfore 
and  in  the  straitest  wise  charge  you  and  every  of  you  that  by 
all  the  wayes  and  meanes  to  you  possible  put  you  in  full 
devoir  and  diligence  of  the  same  Ship  or  any  part  of  the  same 
goods  or  merchaundises  or  takers  therof  arryve  or  come  to  any 
place  or  places  where  ye  or  any  of  you  have  rule  or  guidyng 
to  arrest  aswell  the  seid  Ship  and  goods  in  whosoveer  hands 
they  may  be  founde  as  the  takers  of  the  same,  and  so  suerly 


i  This  letter  illustrates  one  of  the  many  quarrels  which  took  place  between  the  Cinque  Ports  and 
Southampton.  It  must  have  been  very  galling  to  the  town  that  it  had  to  pay  £154  annually  from  the 
farm  of  the  town  to  the  Cinque  Ports  (Hitt.  MSS.  Com.  Report,  XI,  Appendix  III,  p.  18). 
v.  A.  B.  Wallis  Chapman,  Black  Sook,  Vol.  II,  p.  142  note. 
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under  kepyng  to  remaigne  unto  the  tyme  ye  certifying  us 
and  our  Counsaill  of  your  demeanyng  in  that  behalf  shall  have 
from  us  other  comaundement,  Charging  moreover  all  our  subgetts 
and  liegemen  in  execucion  of  the  premisses  that  they  and  every 
of  theym  be  to  you  aidyng  helping  and  assistyng  whensoever 
on  onr  behalf  they  shalbe  by  you  or  eny  of  you  warned  or 
required  as  they  wolbe  recomended  unto  us  of  good  and  due 
obeisaunce,  Not  faillyng  herof  as  ye  intende  to  doo  us  singuler 
pleasir. 

Yeven  undre  oure  pryve  Seall  at  oure  Paleis  of  Westminster 
the  xxviii  day  of  Novembre  the  xxiith  yere  of  oure  Reigne. 
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Commend- 
ing his 
Servant, 
Richard 
Forthey. 


No.  XIII. 

RICHARD,  DUKE  OF  GLOUCESTER1  (1483). 

(On  the  back :  "To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maior  of  the 
Town  of  Sutht.") 

The  due  of  Gloucestre,  Constable,  and  Admyrall  of  England. 

R.  GLOUCESTRE. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele. 

And  forasmoche  as  we  be  enformed  that  our  welbeloved 
servaunt  Richard  Forthey  of  the  Town  of  Suththampton  (sic) 
squyer  hathe  diverse  maters  and  suts  to  do  and  attaine  afore 
you  in  yor  courte  desire  therfore  and  in  our  herty  wyse  pray 
you  that  at  the  contemplacion  of  these  ye  wyll  owe  to  oure 
seid  servaunt  in  his  seid  maters  and  suts  your  lawfull  benyvolence 
and  favour  and  to  see  that  the  lawe  be  duly  mynystred  unto 
hym  w'out  delaye  as  we  trust  you  and  as  ye  entende  to  do 
unto  us  acceptable  pleasure  and  deserve  of  us  singuler  thanks. 

Yeven  under  our  signet  at  London  the  iiiith  day  of  Marche. 


i  The  injured  signet  is  apparently  the  Plantagenet  leopards  and  the  fleur-de-lys.    If  so,  the  use  of 
the  royal  arms  seems  to  prove  that  the  date  was  1483,  when  Richard  was  Protector. 
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No.  XIY. 

i  RICHARD  III1  (1483). 
R.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

(g  Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wele,  And  let  you  wit 

poop  to     that   the   Due   of   Bukinghm2    is    traterously   tourned   upon   us 
'(Untiie*0  contrary  to  the  Deutie  of  his  liegeaunce  and  entendith  thutter 
iippression  distruccion  of  us,  you,  and  all  othre  our  trewe  subgietts  that 
iukeeof       have   taken   oure   pt,  whos   traitrous   entent    We    with    godds 
lacking-      grace  entend  brief ely  to   resist  and   subdue,   Pray   you  heartly 
therfore   and   naithles  upon   yonr   leigeaunce   charge   you   that 
w*  asmany  as  ye  may  reise  and  make  in  defensible  array  on 
horsbak  ye  do  sende  to  be  w*  us  at  or  Citie  of  Coventre  the 
xxii   day   of  this  present   moneth   w*outen  faile   in  any   wise 
as  ye  tendre  or  honno1'  and  yor  owne  wele.     And  we  shall 
soo  see  to  you  for  yo1'  reward  and  charges  as  ye  shal  hold 
you  right  wele  content. 

Yeven  under  or  signet  at  or  Citie  of  Lincoln  the  xiii  day 
of  Octobre. 


1  On  the  back  are  the  remains  of  a  rush  seal,  over  which,  written  by  a  later  band,  "  L'res  from 
King  R.  2."    The  letter  is  addressed :  "  To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Shireif  and  Aldermen 
of  oure  Towne  of  Southampton."    Richard  II  must,  therefore,  be  wrong,  as  aldermen  were  not  officially 
mentioned  until  1426  (v.  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  48). 

2  Henry  Stafford,  second  duke,  grandson  of  Humphrey,  first  duke.     His  mother  was  Margaret 
Beaufort,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset.    He  married  Catherine  Woodville,  sister  of  the  queen,  but 
he  was  as  much  distrusted  by  the  queen's  party  as  by  Gloucester.    By  his  help  Richard  got  possession  of 
the  persons  of  the  young  princes.    He  spoke  at  the  Guildhall  in  favour  of  Richard.    His  eloquence 
extorted  admiration,  for  "he  was  neither  unlearned  and  of  nature  marvellously  well-spoken "  (More). 
At  Richard's  coronation  he  outshone  all  in  magnificence ;  the  trappings  of  his  horse  flamed  with  his 
badge  of  the  burning  cartwheel.    Before  his  revolt,  he  is  said  to  have  spent  two  days  at  Tewkesbury 
brooding  over  his  claims  to  the  crown.    Richard  proclaimed  him  as  "  the  most  untrue  creature  living." 
His  plans  were  ruined  by  the  flooding  of  the  Severn  and  the  Wye,  long  remembered  as  "the  Duke  of 
Buckingham's  water." 
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An  act  of 

Piracy 

committed 

by  Sir 

William 

Berkeley 

against 

a  Ship  of 

Brittany. 


No.  XY. 

i  RICHARD  III  (1483). 

Richard  by  the  grace  of  god  King  of  England  and  of  Fraunce 
and  Lord  of  Irland.  To  oure  trusty  and  Welbeloved  John 
Walker1  Maire  of  our  towne  of  Suthmpton,  greting. 

It  is  shewed  unto  us  and  oure  Counsell  nowe  late  that 
where  as  a  Ship  belonging  to  Sir  William  Berkley  Knight  toke 
a  ship  of  the  parties  of  Britaigne  but  late  ago  wherin  Frankyn 
Spyriell2  of  the  said  Towne  of  Suthmpton  had  iiii  bales  of 
Wollen  Clothes,  which  bales  and  Clothes  were  comytted  to 
the  keping  of  Thomas  Broyne  Squier  and  of  the  Baillif  of 
Portesmouth  to  thentent  that  they  shuld  be  Deliverd  to  the 
said  Frankyn  his  Depute  or  attourney  in  that  behalve  as  by 
Endenture  th'uppon  (thereupon)  made  and  the  bill  of  compleynt 
herin  enclosed  more  pleynly  it  appereth,  Soth  it  is  notw'stand- 
ing  the  same  Endenture  the  said  Thomas  Broyne  and  Baillif 
of  Portesmouth  utterly  denye  to  Deliver  the  same  iiii  bales 
to  the  said  Frankyn  w'oute  they  have  comaundement  from 
us  in  th*  behalve  as  We  been  enformed.  Wherfor  We  tendirly 
considering  the  premisses  Wol  and  straitly  charge  you  that 
ye  examyn  and  ripely  understand  this  mater  wl  al  the  cir- 
cumstaunce,  And  th'uppon  (thereupon)  to  ministre  Justice ; 
Wherin  ye  shal  do  us  grete  pleasir,  And  deserve  of  us  th'fore 
a  special  thanke. 

Yeven  under  our  prive  Seel  at  our  Paloice  of  Westm,  the 
xth  daye  of  Novembr  the  furst  yere  of  oure  Reign. 


1  John  Walker  was  sheriff  in  1461,  and  mayor  in  1466, 1467  and  1473.    In  1483  Walter  Wylliam  was 
re-elected  mayor,  but  after  considerable  rioting  he  fled  and  took  sanctuary,  and  Walker  was  elected  in 
his  room  (Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  pp.  174, 175).    He  was  M.P.  in  1477  and  1483  (ib.,  pp.  202, 203). 

2  This  Spynell  (Spinola?)  was  probably  one  of  the  Italian  merchants  of  whom  a  considerable 
number  had  settled  in  Southampton  under  Edward  IV's  protection  (ib.,  p.  267). 
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No.  XYI. 

RICHARD  III  (I483).1 

(On  the  back:  "To  or  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  Bailiffs 
and  Burgesses  of  or  towne  of  Southampton,"  and  in  another 
hand  :  "  A  Lettre  aryssyve  (received  ?)  of  our  sovereigne  lord 
the  Kyng  of  graunte  of  suche  liberteys  as  Wee  have  had 
and  usid  here  affor.") 

R.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wele. 

And  ben  enformed  that  wher  hertofore  oure  noble  progenitors 
Kings  of  this  oure  Realme  of  England  by  their  sufficient  lettres 
patents  amongs  othre  liberties  and  previlegis  haith  yeven  and 
confermed  unto  you  ful  power  and  auctoritie  to  elect  name 
and  admitte  eny  officers  necessarie  for  the  tyme  within  oure 
towne  ther  and  him  of  a  cause  reasonable  to  remove  and  put 
out  of  his  place  and  roume  and  in  the  same  depute  and  ordeign 
othre  at  youre  plaisire  certain  indisposed  persones  are  aboute 
to  trouble  and  vexe  you  in  dewe  execucon  of  the  said  graunt 
and  confirmacon.  Wherfore  We  Willing  al  resonable  previlegs 
and  liberties  graunted  unto  you  by  eny  of  oure  forsaid 
progenitors  to  be  inviolable  obsrved  and  keped  Wole  and 
charge  you  that  ye  duely  executing  the  said  liberties  previlegs 
aswel  in  the  premisses  as  al  othre  things  concernyng  the  same 
take  upon  you  as  for  us  ye  lawfully  may  by  vertue  of  yor  said 
graunts  and  confirmacon  so  to  punyshe  the  said  indisposed 
persones  as  shal  be  the  good  and  fereful  example  of  othre. 
And  if  they  be  suche  persones  whome  ye  may  not  accordingly 
punyshe  in  that  behalve  to  certifie  us  therof  to  thentent  We 
may  provide  suche  a  lawful  remedy  in  the  same  as  may  accorde 
with  youre  said  previlegs  and  good  conscience  accertaignyng 
you  that  in  thexecucon  of  the  premisses  ye  shal  finde  Us  yor 
tendre  souverain  lord  at  al  tymes  herafter  Whom  ye  shal  sue 
unto  us  in  that  behalve. 

Yeven  undre  oure  Signet  at  or  Citie  of  London  the  xiii  day 
of  Dacembre. 


i  Evidence  with  regard  to  date  is  given  in  the  Introduction. 
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That  £70 
be  paid  to 
Thomas 
Yoxhale. 


No.  XYII. 

RICHARD  III  (1484). 

(On  the  back:  "To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  and 
his  brethren  of  our  Towne  of  Southampton.") 


R.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wele. 

And  where  upon  certain  suyt  and  proceffe  of  our  lawes 
attained  before  you  by  William  Slyfeld  ayeinst  Johan  Sare,  he 
is  condempned  wl  hurts  and  expenses  in  the  some  of  vii"u  li. 
unto  the  said  William.  It  is  shewed  unto  us  that  though  the 
said  comdempnacion  be  unto  the  said  William  yet  the  right 
therof  apperteyneth  unto  our  welbeloved  servaunt  Thomas  Yox- 
hale.1 Wherfore  we  tendring  the  wele  of  our  said  seryaunt 
desire  and  praie  you  to  see  and  helpe  as  fer  as  in  you  is,  that 
he  may  be  content  and  paied  of  the  said  somes,  Sheweing 
unto  him  herein  suche  laufull  ease  and  brief  expedicion  yas 
ye  goodly  maye,  soo  that  by  yonr  moyens  he  may  the  rather 
attayne  unto  his  said  duetie  as  we  trust  you,  wherein  ye  shal 
doo  unto  us  full  good  and  acceptable  plaism'e. 

Yeven  undre  our  signet  at  our  Paloys  of  Westmin8ter  the  xxv 
daye  of  February. 


i  In  Letters  of  Attorney  by  William  Slinid,  late  Treasurer  of  Calais,  to  John  Walker,  etc.,  Thomas 
Yoxhille  is  mentioned  as  belonging  to  Portsmouth  (Hist.  MSS.  Com.  Report,  XI,  Appendix  III,  p.  90). 
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No.  XYIII. 

RICHARD  III  (1484). 

(On  the  back:  "To  our  trusty  and  welbiloved  the  Mair  and 
his  brethre1  and  Burgesses  of  our  town  of  Suthampton.") 

R.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wele. 

And  where  as  our  Welbeloved  servaunt  Anttony  Spynell2 
merchaunt  whom  We  have  in  the  singulier  favour  of  our  grace 
is  inhabited  and  Reseant  in  our  Towne  ther  amongst  you, 
We  desir  and  in  our  herty  wise  pray  you  that  in  all  his  causes 
and  matteres  Reasonable  ye  shewe  unto  hym  your  benyvolencs 
and  favours  and  the  rather  at  the  Reverence  of  thise  onr  lettres 
as  ye  desir  to  doo  us  a  speciall  pleasure. 

Yeven  undre  our  Signet  at  our  Palace  of  Westmin8ter  the  viith 
day  of  Juyll. 


1  An  interesting  plural  form  of  brother ;  of  course  "  brethren  "  is  a  double  plural. 

2  Probably  Antonio  Spinola,  an  Italian  resident. 
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Grant  to 
Italian 
Merchants 
of  exten- 
sion of 
privilege 
to  sell 
goods.1 


No.  XIX. 

RICHARD  III  (1485). 

(On  the  back  :  "  To  cure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Ma  ire 
Shirief  and  all  othre  our  Officers  within  oure  Towne  and 
Poort  of  Southampton.") 


R.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wele. 

And  where  in  our  parliament  holden  at  Westminster  the  first 
yere  of  our  Reigne  amongs  other  acts  passed  in  the  same  It 
was  ordeinied  and  provided  that  all  merchants  of  the  Nacion 
of  Italie  not  made  denisons  whiche  than  had  wMn  this  our 
Royaume  wares  or  merchandises  brought  from  beyonde  the  See 
and  before  the  Fest  of  Estre  than  next  foloweing  shuld  have 
shuld  doo  sell  or  bartre  theim  in  groos  and  not  by  retaille 
to  our  soubgiets  before  the  furst  Daye  of  Maji  that  shal  be  the 
yere  of  our  Lord  a  thousand  foure  hundred  foure  score  and  five 
and  the  money  comyng  of  the  same  sale  before  the  said  furst 
daye  of  Maii  employe  upon  the  comodities  and  merchandises 
of  this  our  Royaume  thair  reasonable  costs  and  expenses  alwey 
excepted  and  deducted  upon  payne  of  forfaicture  and  othre 
penalties  in  the  same  acte  expressed  more  at  large  and  ther- 
upon  and  sith  the  Acte  so  passed  the  said  merchants  of  Italie 
have  many  tymes  shewed  unto  us  and  oure  Counseille  aswele 
in  the  presence  of  diverse  our  Citiezins  of  London  as  othre 
personnes  called  for  that  entent  many  and  great  difficulties, 
Why  they  can  not  utter  all  the  said  wares  and  merchandises 
wlin  the  tyme  and  daye  above  limited  considering  the  great 
substance  and  quantitie  therof  more  than  was  knowen  or 
undrestanden  to  theim  in  whiche  were  makers  and  assenters 
of  the  said  Acte  at  the  tyme  of  the  making  of  the  same. 
Praieing  therfore  and  requiring  Us  of  a  lengier  daye  and 
respite  to  be  yeven  unto  theim  in  avoiding  their  importable 
losses  and  damags  whiche  ells  shuld  venue2  upon  theim  w'out 


i  The  position  of  Italian  merchants  is  discussed  in  the  Introduction. 
a  Come. 
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their  gilt  or  default  contrarie  to  equitie  and  ayenst  the  mynds 
of  the  makers  of  the  said  Acte  Whiche  entended  noo  fraude  ner 
Iniurie  to  any  personne.  We  therefore  having  tendre  consider- 
acon  to  the  premisses  after  this  matier  largely  debated  aswele 
in  our  Counseill  as  in  othr  placs  amongs  our  soubgiets  persons 
of  great  sadnesse1  and  experience  as  it  is  not  to  us  unknowen 
have  by  thadvise  of  the  lords  of  or  Counseill  ensueing  also  the 
mynds  of  the  said  othr  discrete  personnes  condescended  to  a 
prorogacon  of  the  said  daye  and  terme,  Willing  and  ordeynyng 
that  it  shalbe  liefull  to  the  said  merchants  of  Italic  to  utter  and 
employe  in  manner  and  forme  conteyned  in  the  said  Acte  the 
rest  of  all  suche  wares  and  merchandises  as  be  above  expressed 
yit  unsold  a  this  side  the  fest  of  Mighel masse  next  to  come  and 
so  doing  tavoide  the  forfaitures  and  penalties  there  expressed 
and  ells  after  the  said  Fest  of  Mighelmasse  to  falle  in  theim 
according  to  the  said  Acte  Whiche  or  minde  and  ordenaunce 
we  notine  unto  you  by  this  or  writing  to  thentent  that  by  yonr 
Wisedoms  policies  and  discrecions  the  same  may  be  furthr 
shewed  to  our  soubgiets  w'in  the  libertie  and  franchise  of  your 
said  Towne,  they  to  demeane  theim  self  in  all  things  touching 
the  premisses  after  oure  said  rnynde  and  ordenannce,  Wherein 
bothe  ye  and  they  shal  doo  thing  greatly  to  our  pleasnre 
according  to  reason  and  Justice  and  to  the  honour  of  this  our 
Royanme,  Saving  alweye  the  Residue  of  the  said  Acte  as  touching 
all  othr  wares  and  merchandises  corny ng  or  to  come  into  this 
our  lande  after  the  said  Fest  of  Estre  nowe  passed  to  be  uttered 
and  employed  wlin  viii  monthes  after  their  arrivaile  whiche 
we  wol  to  stande  in  his  full  force  and  effecte  the  premisses 
notwithstanding. 

Yeven  undre  our  Signet  at  oure  Paloys  of  Westminster  the 
xxvtb  daie  of  Marche. 


i  Sad  (A.S. :  "  saed  "  =  satisfied.  Ic. :  "  saddr."  Goth. :  "  saths."  Lat. :  "  satig"),  grave,  without 
any  notion  of  sorrow.  Of.  Juliut  Ceetar  :  " Caesar  looks  so  sad ";  Henry  V:  "The  sad  and  solemn 
priests" ;  Milton  :  "  In  his  face  I  see  sad  resolution." 
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No.  XX. 

2  RICHARD  III  (1485). 

(On  the  back:  "To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  and 
his  Brethren  of  our  Towne  of  Suthampton.") 

R.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

An  Order        Trusty  and  welbiloved  We  grete  you  wele. 
to  repress 


seditious  ^nc^  wner  ^  *s  so°  tnat  diverses  sedicious  and  evil  disposed 
gatherings.  personnes  both  in  our  citie  of  London  and  elleswhere  within 
this  our  Reame  enforce*  thaymself  dailly  to  sowe  sede  of 
noyse1  and  dislaundre2  ayenst  our  persone  and  ayenst  many 
of  the  lords  and  estats  of  our  land,  to  abuse3  the  multitude  of 
our  subgetts,  and  averte  thair  myndes  from  us  if  thay  coude 
by  any  mean  attaigne  to  that  thair  myschevous  entent  and 
pourpos,  some  by  setting  up  of  billes,  some  by  messags  and 
sending  furth  of  fals  and  abhominible  langags  and  lyes,  some 
by  bold  and  presumptuous  open  speche  and  comitaicion4  oon 
with  othr,  wherethurgh  the  innocent  people  which  wold  lyve 
in  rest  and  peax  and  truly  undr  our  obeissance  as  thay  aught 
to  doo,  bee  greatly  abused3  and  oftentymes  put  in  daunger  of 
thair  lifs  lands  and  goods  as  ofte  as  thay  folowe  the  steppis 
and  advises  of  the  said  sedicious  and  myschevous  personnes  to 
our  great  hevinesse  and  pitie.  For  remedie  wherof  and  to 
thintent  the  trouth  openly  declared  shuld  represse  al  such  fals 
and  continued  invencions  We  now  of  late  called  befor  us  the 
mair  and  aldremen  of  our  citie  of  London  togithre  with  the 
moost  sadde5  and  discrete  personnes  of  the  same  citie  in  great 
nombre  being  present  many  of  the  lords  spirltuel  and  temporell 
of  our  land  and  the  substance  of  all  our  houshold  to  whom 
we  largely  shewed  our  true  entent  and  mynde  in  al  such  things 
as  the  said  noyse  and  disclaundre  (sic)  ronne  upon  in  such  wise 
as  we  doubt  nat  al  wele  disposed  personnes  were  and  bee  right 
wele  content  with,  wher  we  also  at  the  same  tyme  yave  straitly 


Hurt.  ^  Disloyalty.  3  Damage.  4  Perhaps  conversation.  5  Grave. 
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in  charge  aswele  to  the  said  mair  as  to  al  othr  our  offices 
servaunts  and  feithful  subgetts  wheresoever  thay  bee  that  from- 
hensforth  as  often  as  thay  finde  any  personne  speking  of  us 
or  any  othr  lord  or  estate  of  this  our  land  othrwise  than  is 
according  to  honour  trouth  and  the  peax  and  restfulnesse  of 
this  our  Reame,  or  telling  of  talys  and  tidings  wherby  the 
people  myght  bee  stirred  to  comocions  and  unlauful  assembles, 
or  any  strif  and  debate  arise  betwix  lord  and  lord  or  us  and 
any  of  the  lords  and  estats  of  this  our  land  thay  take  and 
arreste  the  same  personne  unto  the  tyme  he  have  brought  forth 
hym  or  thaym  of  whom  he  undrestode  that  that  soo  is  spoken 
and  soo  preceding  from  oon  to  othr  unto  the  tyme  the  furst 
auctor  and  maker  of  the  said  sedicious  speche  and  langage 
bee  taken  attached  and  punisshed  according  to  his  defaults. 
And  that  whosoever  furst  fynde  any  sedicious  bill  sette  up  in 
any  place  he  take  it  down  and  without  redyng  or  showyng 
the  same  to  any  othr  personne  bring  it  furthwith  to  us  or 
some  of  the  lords  or  othr  of  our  counsaill,  all  which  direccions 
charges  and  comandments  soo  by  us  taken  and  yeven  by  our 
mouth  in  our  citie  of  London  we  notifie  unto  you  by  these 
our  lcttres  to  thentent  that  ye  showe  the  same  within  al  the 
placs  of  your  iurisdiccion  and  see  ther  the  due  execucion  of 
the  same  from  tyme  to  tyme  as  ye  wol  eschue  our  grevous 
indignacion  and  answer  to  us  at  yonr  extreme  perells. 

Yeven  undr  our  signet  at  our  Citie  of  London  the  vth  day 
of  Aprile. 


Mde  quod  ista  littera  fuit  deliberata  Magistro  Vyncencio  Tehy 
than  Mair  of  Suthampton  and  to  his  brethern  for  to  be  executed 
the  xth  day  of  April  the  iid  yere  of  the  regne  of  Kyng. 
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Commend* 
Ing  the 
Garter 
King  of 
Arms 


No.  XXI. 

RICHARD  III  (1485). 

(On  the  back :  "  To  cure  trusty  and  welbiloved  the  Mair  and 
his  brethre  of  our  Towne  of  Southampton.") 

R.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

Trusty  and  welbiloved  We  grete  you  wele. 

And  wol  and  desire  you  to  yeve  ferme  faith  and  credence  to 
the  Reaports  of  our  trusty  servaunts  Garter  king  of  Armes1  and 
Richard  Gough  in  suche  things  as  we  have  comaunded  them 
to  open  and  declare  unto  you  at  this  tyme  on  our  behalve. 
And  that  to  alle  effect  and  diligence  ye  wille  endevoire  you 
to  thaccomplisshement  of  the  same  as  our  trust  is  in  you. 

Yeven  undre  our  signet  at  our  Castell  of  Notingham  the 
xviith  day  of  Juyll. 


1  The  heralds  acted  as  the  king's  messengers,  and  it  is  said  (but  I  cannot  state  on  what  authority) 
that  the  three  heralds,  the  Garter,  Norroy  and  Clarencieux,  divided  the  realm  into  three  parts. 
Amongst  their  duties  were  those  of  inquiring  into  the  state  of  families,  and  of  registering  such  marriages 
and  descents  as  were  verified  to  them  upon  oath.  The  visitation  books  of  the  Herald's  Office  were 
allowed  to  be  good  evidence  of  pedigree  (Matthews,  Port.  Comb.,  p.  63 ;  Taylor  on  Evidence,  second  ed., 
p.  1358). 
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No.  XXII. 

8  HENRY  VII1  (1492). 

(On  the  back :  "  To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Mayre  and 
Custumers  of  oure  towne  and  poort  of  Southampton.") 


H.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele. 

And  where  as  a  certain  Ship  called  Marye  Devir  of  Byscay 
in  Ispayne  was  lately  put  undre  arrest  by  onr  Comaundement 
wMn  our  haven  ther  for  conveying  of  Alom2  unto  this  oure 
Royaume  w*out  oure  lycence.  It  is  soo  that  we  be  enformed 
that  the  said  Ship  is  deteyned  there  wlin  oure  said  haven  oonly 
for  the  brynging  of  the  said  alome  and  for  non  othre  cause. 
Wherfor  we  wol  and  comaunde  you  that  if  the  said  ship  be 
not  restrayned  and  taryed  but  oonly  for  the  cause  abovesaid, 
ye  suffre  her  incontynently  upon  the  sight  herof  to  departe  at 
her  fre  large  and  libertye.  And  that  ye  fayle  not  herof  in 
any  wyse  for  thus  it  pleased  us  to  be  doon. 

Yeven  undre  our  signet  at  onr  Citie  of  Caunterbury  the  xiiiitb 
day  of  Septembre  the  viiP  yere  of  onr  Reigne. 


1  The  sign  manual  is  very  faint  and  partly  lost  through  a  hole  in  the  paper.    The  remnant  is 
certainly  not  that  of  Edward  IV,  although  the  Sist.  MSS  Com.  Report  places  it  under  his  name. 
By  careful  comparison  it  most  approximates  to  that  of  Henry  VII,  and  we  think  this  must  be  the  king 
because  it  cannot  be  that  of  any  of  his  successors.    However,  it  may  belong  to  Henry  VI  from  the 
reference  to  alum.    In  the  Rot.  Parl,  V.,  pp.  214,  216,  we  find  that  large  quantities  of  alum  were  brought 
to  Southampton  by  the  Genoese  in  1451. 

2  In  1379  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  Genoese  staple  being  established  in  Southampton,  but  this  was 
prevented  by  the  jealousy  of  London  merchants  (Walsingham,  Hist.  Angl,  I,  pp.  407,  449).  The  Genoese 
were  skilled  in  the  manufacture  of  weapons  and  munitions  (A.  Beer,  Getchiohte  des 

I,  p.  200),  and  they  imported  alum,  woad  and  other  materials  useful  for  cloth  manufacture. 
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No.  XXIII 

HENRY  VII  (1496). 

(Endorsed  :  "  To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  maire  and  his 
brethren  of  our  Towne  of  Southampton.") 

H.  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

Letter  Trusty  and  welbiloved  we  grete  you  wele.     And  whereas  our 

fng°t™eany"  Cousin  Tharcheduc  of  Austriche  and  Due  of  Burgoyne  hath  sent 
Document    unto  us   of  late  the  lord  Bever  and  other  grete  personages  on 

binding  the  ujtu-  L  r  u  t 

Town  and  his  solempne  ambassade  wl  his  request  for  to  have  w*  us  our 
tcTobserU  R°yme  an^  subgiettes  bothe  amitie  intelligence  and  entrecoors 
the  Treaty  of  merchandise  whiche  is  gretly  to  our  honor  seing  that  the 
Flanders  ruptur  and  discontinuance  therof  hath  not  stand  by  us  and 
and  i  redoundeth  also  to  the  wele  and  prouffite  of  the  lieges  on  either 
side.  We  havyng  tendre  consideracon  to  the  good  and  libertie 
of  our  subgiettes  have  bettered  and  made  more  vaillable  to 
them  the  said  entrecoors  and  passed  also  'these  ambassadors 
booth  the  amitie,  intelligence  and  entrecoors  forsaid.  And 
where  over  this  the  said  ambassadors  have  offered,  instanced 
and  promised  to  bynde  diverse  estates  and  diverse  grete  townes 
of  thobeissaunce  of  our  said  Cousin  undre  the  scales  and 
sigmanuelles  for  the  inviolable  and  ferme  observyng  of  that 
is  concluded  between  us  and  them  As  by  a  bill  herin  closed* 
of  the  names  of  the  said  estates  and  townes  it  appereth  more 
at  large.  The  said  Ambassadors  for  the  igualitie  and  stable- 
nesse  of  the  matier  that  we  sholde  doo  in  like  wise  oblige 
certain  estates  and  Towns  of  this  our  Royme.  We  therfor 
remembring  wele  their  reasonable  demaunde  in  that  behalve 
and  that  ye  also  be  oon  of  the  Townes  they  mynde  to  have 
bounde  in  this  caas.  Wol  and  desire  you  that  undre  yor 
comune  scale  annexed  by  a  labell  to  suche  wrting  in  perche- 
myn  as  this  berer  shall  deliver  unto  you  the  copie  ye  sende 
the  same  soe  sealed  unto  us  by  the  same  berer.  Geven  unde 
our  Signet  at  our  Manor  of  Shene  the  xviii  day  of  Marche. 


1  This  letter  is  sewn  into  the  Black  Book  together  with  the  accompanying  documents 
(v.  A.  B.  WalliB  Chapman,  Slack  Book,  Vol.  II,  p.  168).  I  have  viewed  the  originals  and  am  indebted 
to  Miss  Wallis  Chapman  for  the  discovery  of  a  sign  manual  of  the  greatest  importance. 
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*The  enclosed  bill  reads : — The  Bisshop  of  Cambray,1  the 
prince  of  Cymay,2  Therl  Nassou,3  the  lord  Ravesteen,4  the  lord 
Bevres,5  the  lord  Berghes,  the  lord  Egmont,6  the  lord  Clybre, 
the  lord  Aymery,  the  lord  Molenbais,  the  provost  of  Liege  and 
Saint  Douas  with  the  Captaigne  of  Bruges,  and  the  Burgh 
maistres  of  Gaunt,7  Ipres,8  Bruges,  Dunkerk,  Newport,  Anvers, 
Berghes,  Dordraight,  Delve,  deyd,  hamsterdam,  Middelburgh, 
Zyrecsee,  Voit,  Malynes9  and  Bryele. 


1  The  Spanish  Ambassador  to  England  (Calendar  of  Spanith  St.  P.,  p.  150). 

2  Charles  of  Croye  (Deputy  Keeper's  Record,  45,  Appendix  I,  p.  341). 

3  Englebert  of  Nassau  (ib.). 

4  Philip  of  Cleves,  seigneur  of  Ravensteen,  who  promised  to  assist  the  Archduke  in  keeping  the 
treaty  (ib.),  or  Adolf,  Lord  zum  Ravenstein,  Mary  of  Burgundy's  kinsman  and  brother  of  the  Duke  of 
Cleves,  who  wished  to  secure  her  hand  for  his  son.    Mary's  other  suitors  were  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and 
Earl  Rivers,  brother-in-law  of  Edward  IV. 

5  Philip  of  Burgundy,  lord  of  Bevres  and  La  Vero,  chamberlain  of  Maximilian  and  Knight  of  the 
Golden  Fleece. 

6  Charles  of  Egmond,  hereditary  ruler  of  Gelderland. 

7  Ghent  was  the  principal  corn  staple  of  Flanders. 

s  Ypres  was  the  great  industrial  centre  of  West  Flanders,  but  was  already  beginning  to  decay. 

*»  At  Malines  Charles  of  Burgundy  established  a  central  judicial  court,  which  he  sought  to  surround 
with  all  possible  dignity. 
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(This  document1  is  sewn  into  the  Black  Book  and  explains  the 
accompanying  sign  manual.) 


Tempore  Johannis  Walssh  maioris. 


(Here  after  foloweth  a  copy  of  a  bonde  that  the  meyre  of 
Suthampton  ballieffes  and  burgeys  and  cominalte  be  bounden 
to  Phmp  Archeduke  of  Austrift  and  Duk  of  Burgondy.) 


Omnibus  Christi  fidelibus  presentes  litteras  inspecturis  visuris 
vel  audituris  Johannes  Walsshe  maior  villfte  Suthamptonlae, 
Johannes  Bawdewyn  et  Johannes  Warde  eiusdem  villae  balliTi 
necnon  burgenses  et  communitas  villae  predlctae  salutem  in  domino 
sempiternam.  Cum  inter  illustrissimum  principe01  suppremum 
domlnum  nostrum  henricum  dei  gratla  Angliae  franciaeque 
Regem  ac  dominum  hiberniae  ex  una  et  serenissimum  principem 
phmppum  eacjem  gratia  Austriae  Archeducem  burgundiae  ducem 
etc.  ex  altera  partibus,  quaedam  Amiciciarum  intelligenciarum 
et  mercium  intercursus  mercatorumque  cominicac^is  et  alia 
eciam  eosdem  prlncipes  et  subditorum  suorum  regnorum 
patriarumque  utilitatem  concernancia  tractatus  et  federa  de 
data  xxiiiimo  die  mensis  februarii  Anno  domini  millesimo 
quadringentesimo  nonagesimo  quinto  London  inita  conventa 
conclusa  et  finaliter  determinata  fuerint  quae  quidem  tractatus 
Amiciciarum  et  mercium  intercursus  vidimus  et  intelleximus 
ac  pro  hie  insert08  haberi  volumns.  Noveritis  nos  prefatos 
maiorem  ballivos  burgenses  et  commnnitatem  villae  supradlctae 
necnon  successores  n°9tros  maiores  ballivos  burgenses  et 
coromunitatem  villae  predictae  qui  pro  tempore  fuerint  ad  requestum 
et  mandatum  p^fat1  domlni  n°8tri  Regis  ac  ad  suarum  literarum 
nob19  in  hac  parte  directarum  et  deliberatarum  quas  pro  hie 
insertas  haberi  volum™  contemplac^^m  bona  fide  promisisse 
ac  nos  et  successores  n°9tros  prefat°  illustrissimo  principi  Phillppo 
Archeduci  Austrlae  duci  burgundiae  etc.  eiusque  heredibus  et 


i  The  Importance  of  this  document  IB  explained  In  the  Introduction. 


OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 


In  the  time  of  John  Walsh,  mayor  (1495). 


To  all  the  faithful  in  Christ  who  shall  inspect,  view,  or  hear 
the  present  letters,  John  Walsh,  mayor  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, John  Bawdewyn  and  John  Ward,  bailiffs  of  the  same 
town,  also  the  burgesses  and  community  of  the  town  aforesaid, 
eternal  greeting  in  the  Lord.  Whereas  certain  interchanges  of 
friendship,  intelligence  and  merchandise,  and  of  the  traffic  of 
merchants,  have  been  begun,  agreed,  concluded  and  finally 
determined  between  the  our  illustrious  prince  and  supreme  lord 
Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France  and 
Lord  of  Ireland,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  most  serene  prince  by 
the  same  grace  Archduke  of  Austria,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  etc., 
on  the  other  part,  and  also  other  treaties  and  alliances  con- 
cerning the  same  princes  and  the  advantage  of  their  subjects, 
kingdoms  and  countries,  dated  at  London  the  23rd  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1495,  and  these  treaties  of 
friendship  and  commercial  intercourse  we  have  seen  and 
understood  and  wish  to  have  inserted  here.  Know  ye  that  we, 
the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  community  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  also  our  successors,  the  mayors,  bailiffs,  bur- 
gesses and  community  of  the  town  aforesaid,  who  for  the  time 
being  at  the  request  and  demand  of  our  aforesaid  lord  the  king 
and  at  the  view  of  his  letters  directed  and  delivered  to  us  for 
this  purpose,  which  we  wish  to  be  inserted  here,  have  promised 
in  good  faith  and  that  we  and  our  successors  have  bound 
ourselves  to  the  aforesaid  most  illustrious  prince  Philip,  the 
Archduke  of  Austria  and  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  his  heirs  and 
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successores  sub  Ipotheca  et  obligacVe  omnium  bonorum 
n°8trorum  presencium  et  futurorum  obligasse  sicque  per  presentes 
promittim118  et  obligamus  quod  effectualit61'  procurabimus 
instabimns  et  quantum  in  nobis  erit  efficiemus  quod  idem 
domlnus  noster  Rex  eiusque  heredes  et  successores  omuia  et 
singula  predicta  tarn  amiciciarum  quam  mercium  intercursus 
omuia  que  singula  in  eisdem  content8  et  specificata  bene 
plene  et  fideliter  tenebnnt  observabant  et  perimplebunt  ac  per 
suos  subditos  et  vassallos  quatinu9  eos  concernunt  aut 
imposterum  concernunt  bene  et  ndeliter  facient  teneri  observari 
et  perimpleri.  In  contravenientesque  iusticiam  ministrabunt 
seu  ministrari  facient.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu1"  presentibus 
sigillum  Commune  villae  Suthamptoniae  predlctae  apponi  fecimus. 
Data  vicesimo  tercio  die  mensis  Martii  Anno  domini  supra- 
dict°.  Et  anno  regni  dlcti  domlni  nostri  Regis  Angliae 
undecimo. 
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successors,  under  pledge  and  obligation  of  all  our  goods  present 
and  future,  and  so  by  these  presents  we  promise  and  bind 
ourselves  that  we  shall  effectually  try,  endeavour,  and  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  perform,  that  our  same  lord  the  king  and  his  heirs 
and  successors  shall  well,  fully  and  faithfully  hold,  observe  and 
fulfil  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid  treaties,  as  well  of  friendship 
as  of  trade,  which  are  severally  contained  and  specified  in  the 
same,  and  shall  cause  them  to  be  well  and  faithfully  kept, 
observed  and  fulfilled  by  their  subjects  and  vassals  as  far  as 
they  concern  them  or  in  the  future  shall  concern  them.  And 
they  shall  administer  or  cause  to  be  administered  justice 
against  those  contravening  them.  In  testimony  of  which  we 
have  caused  the  common  seal  of  the  town  of  Southampton 
to  be  affixed  to  these  presents.  Dated  the  23rd  day  of  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  aforesaid.  And  in 
the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  our  said  lord  the  king  of 
England  (1495). 
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An  Order 
to  end  the 
Quarrel 
between 
the  Town 
and  God's 
House. 


No.  XXIY. 

HENRY  VII  (I504).1 

(On  the  back :  "  To  our  trusty  and  Welbeloved  the  Mayer  and 
his  brethren  of  our  Towne  of  Southampton."  And  by  a 
different  hand:  "The  Kynge  Lettres  to  Mr  Mayor  and  hys 
Brothours  to  Ende  the  contraversy  bytwyne  the  towne  and 
Bretheren  and  Soustyrs  of  goddys  howsse.")2 


H.  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  welbeloved,  We  grete  you  Well. 

And  Where  as  by  a  bille  of  supplicacion  to  Us  lately  pre- 
sented, We  undrestande  that  certain  matiers  of  Variaunce  and 
controversye  depende  betwen  you  on  the  oon  partye  and  the 
Maister  brethren  and  Susters  of  the  hospitall  of  godds  House 
on  the  othr  partye.  It  is  shewed  unto  us  that  by  bothe  your 
aggrements  it  is  appointed  that  a  vieu  shalbe  indifferently 
taken  for  the  Rightfull  ordring  and  determynacon  of  the  said 
matiers.  Wherfor  We  Wol  and  comaunde  you  to  applye  your- 
selfs  that  the  said  Vieu  may  bee  taken  and  that  a  finall  ende 
be  therupon  made  in  thesaid  matiers  so  as  We  bee  not  molested 
\vt  any  furthr  suyt  in  this  behalf  heraftr,  As  ye  tendre  our 
pleas1114. 

Yeven  undre  our  Signet  at  our  Citie  of  Wynchestre  the 
xxiii  Day  of  Septembre. 


1  There  is  no  question  about  this  date  (v.  Introduction). 

2  God's  House  was  governed  by  a  warden,  two  priests  (one  acting  as  steward,  the  other  as 
chaplain),  three  or  four  brethren  who  lived  on  the  produce  of  the  farms,  and  a  varying  number  of 
sisters. 
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No.  XXY. 

HENRY  VIII  (1517). 

(On   the  back :    "  To   our    trusty   and    welbiloved   the   Mayre 
Shrives  and  his  brethern  of  our  town  of  Southmpton.") 

BY  THE  KING.  HENRY  R. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wel. 

Assertayriyng  you  that  aswel  by  the  tenour  of  a  Lettre  nowe 
sent  unto  us  from  the  right  reverende  fader  in  god  our  right 
trusty  counsaillour  the  bishop  of  Winchestr1  as  also  by  a  Lettre 
whiche  ye  the  mayer  of  that  our  toun  sent  unto  the  same  our 
counsaillour.  We  to  our  no  litle  myscontentacion  and  dis- 
pleasure perceyve  that  a  grete  comocion  and  riotous  assemble 
hathe  nowe  at  this  season  ben  made  and  presumptuously 
attemptd  by  diverse  seducers  and  evil  disposed  personnes  of 
our  said  toun  aswel  in  breking  doun  certein  dikes  there  as  also 
in  the  bolde  iustificacion  of  the  same  to  the  grete  disturbaunce 
of  our  peax  and  the  perelous  example  of  other  light  and  wilde 
mynded  people,  We  intending  to  have  the  offenders  herin  to 
be  spedily  repressed  and  punyshed  as  accordeth  w1  iustice,  do 
sende  at  this  tyme  our  trusty  and  right  welbeloved  counsaillour 
and  knight  for  our  body  Sir  WTillm  Sands2  constable  of  our  castel 
of  Southampton,  Whom  We  have  comaunded  and  auctorised  not 
oonly  to  attache  the  said  sedicious  and  riotous  persones  and 
every  of  them  but  also  by  the  advice  of  the  said  right  reverende 
fader  to  precede  to  the  correccion  and  punyshment  of  the  said 
comocion,  by  suche  ways  and  meanes  as  he  shal  think  expedient. 
Wherfore  we  wol  and  charge  you  that  in  execucion  of  this  our 
comaundment  and  pleasm"e  ye  and  every  of  you  be  to  our  said 
knight  and  counsaillour  assistent  aiding  and  obedient  in  most 
diligent  maner  as  ye  tendre  our  pleasure. 

Yeven  under  our  signet  at  our  Manour  of  Richemount  the 
viiith  day  of  May. 


1  Richard  Foxe,  founder  of  Corpus  Christ!  College,  Oxon.     Whilst  studying  in  Paris  he  met 
Henry,  Earl  of  Richmond,  who  on  becoming  king  rapidly  advanced  him  to  Lord  Privy  Seal  and 
Bishop  of  Exeter.    He  baptized  Henry  VIII.    He  was  the  first  commissioner  in  settling  the  terms  of 
the  Magnus  Intercursus.    Bishop  of  Winchester  in  1501  and  died  at  Wolvesey  Castle  in  1528. 

2  Sir  W.  Sands  was  appointed  constable  of  the  Castle  in  1610  (Brewer's  Letters).    He  was  also 
one  of  the  King's  Council  (Book  of  Remembrances,  ff.  11-14). 
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The  Salt 
Marsh  to 
be  kept 
in  better 
repair.2 


No.  XXYI. 

HENRY  VIII  ( 

(On  the  back :  "  To  or  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Mayr  and  his 
Brethern  of  our  Towne  of  Suthampton.") 


HENRY  R. 


BY  THE  KING. 


Trusty  and  Welbeloved  We  grete  you  Wele. 

And  Forasmoche  as  We  be  informed  that  a  Marshe  called  the 
saltmarche  parcell  of  or  Towne  of  Suthampton  Lyeth  opyn 
uppon  the  sea  coost  and  that  the  banks  thereof  aswell  as  a 
causey  nigh  or  Lady  of  grace  as  in  diverse  and  many  other 
placs  of  the  same  be  worne  wastyd  and  by  storms  of  the  see 
consumed,  by  Reason  whereof  the  saltwater  of  Late  hathe 
entrid  and  hereafter  is  like  to  enter,  not  onely  to  the  lose  and 
distrucc'o11  of  that  marshe  but  also  by  couty-nuance  shall  torne 
us  or  Towne  and  Subgietts  thereof  to  grete  Losts  noyaunce3 
and  damags  sundry  wise,  oneles  spedy  Remedy  in  that  behalf 
be  founde,  the  occasion  whereof  is  and  hath  bene  for  that  the 
said  marshe  heretofor  hath  bene  put  to  no  good  use  whereby 
profyt  might  yerely  growe  for  defence  of  it  self  ayenst  the 
see  to  or  grete  marvill  and  distcontentacion,  We  specially 
tendring  the  comen  welth  of  or  said  toun,  and  to  see  this 
mater  reformed  accordingly,  WTill  therfor  and  comaunde  you 
that  incontinent  uppon  the  sight  hereof  ye  not  onely  cause 
to  be  Repeyred  and  amended  the  said  banks  for  the  saving 
of  that  marshe  but  also  that  ye  take  into  or  hands  all  the 
said  marshe  putting  it  unto  suche  use  and  order  that  the 
profyt  thereof  comyng  may  yerely  defende  it  self  ayenst  the 
see  w'oute  any  ferther  charge  to  us  or  or  Towne  hereafter. 
And  yf  there  be  any  persone  or  persones  Repynyng  hindering 
or  Letting  you  or  any  of  you  for  the  accomplisshement  of 


1  This  date  is  undisputable.    The  Book  of  Remembrances  for  this  year  gives  very  full  details  of 
the  controversy  which  had  upset  the  town  for  a  generation. 

2  A  full  account  of  the  controversy  about  the  Salt  Marsh  is  given  in  Davies'  Hist,  of  Southampton, 
p.  51  et  teq. 

3  Hurt. 
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Intention 
of  the 
King  to 
improve 
the  condi- 
tion of 
the  Town. 


Idle 

persons 
to  be 

repressed. 


this  or  comaundement  that  thene  ye  certefye  us  and  or  Counsaill 
there  names  w*  diligence  as  ye  will  have  or  favo1'.  Ferthrly 
we  be  informed  of  dekey  and  povertie  of  that  or  Towne 
whiche  we  and  or  Counsaill  doo  studye  to  Relyve  and  comfort 
and  entende  to  cause  the  same  to  be  better  inhabited  and 
Replenysshed  wl  people  and  soo  we  will  and  comaunde  you 
to  doo  for  yor  partie,  And  that  ye  presserve  the  comen  weale 
of  the  vytelers  craftymen  and  other  inhabitaunts  of  that  Towne 
befor  foreyne,  Any  acte  to  the  contrary  notw'standing  whereby 
other  shalbe  encoregid  to  inhabite  theim  self  among  you  and 
also  that  ye  see  that  no  Ryot  be  used  ne  no  idill  personnes 
Remayne  amongs  you  but  that  they  be  put  to  sundry  occupa- 
cions  or  punysshed  according  to  or  Lawes,  Letting  you  wete 
that  in  executing  of  the  premisses  or  any  other  thing  that  is 
for  the  weale  and  comfort  of  that  or  Towne  ye  shall  not  onely 
doo  thing  to  the  pleasur  of  god  but  in  the  same  minister  unto 
us  Right  good  and  acceptable  service  encoragyng  us  by  the 
same  to  helpe  you  fourth  accordingly. 

Yeven  under  or  signet  at  or  manolir  of  Grenewiche  the  xxiith 
day  of  Marche. 
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No.  XXYIL 

HENRY  VIII  (1542  ?). 

(On  the  back  :  "  To  our  trusty  and  welbiloved  the  Mair  and 
his  Bretherne  of  our  towne  of  Southampton.") 

HENRY  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

A  Command     Trusty  and  welbiloved  We  grete  you  wele. 

Apcherifov  And  forasmoche  as  to  good  policie  it  apperteigneth  in  tyme 
the  Wars,  of  peace  to  provide  against  warres,  We  therfor  intending  to 
have  a  good  nombre  of  Archers  prepared  and  put  in  arredines1 
aswell  for  the  defense  of  us  and  this  our  Reame  as  for  the 
furniture  of  onr  other  dominions  and  garnisons  in  outward 
parties,  woll  and  desire  you  and  nevertheles  comaunde  you 
that  forthw1  upon'  the  sight  of  these  our  lettres  ye  do  endevoir 
yonrself  w*  all  diligence  possible  to  put  the  nombre  of  Twelve 
good  hable  and  sufficient  bowmen  and  Archers  in  suche 
arredines1  sufficiently  furnysshed  for  the  warres,  so  that  they 
maye  bee  forthcomyng  upon  a  dayes  warnyng  at  any  tyme 
whan  ye  shalbe  by  us  hereafter  required.  Not  failling  in 
theffectuell  preparacon  and  putting  in  arredines1  of  the  said 
nombre  of  Archers,  as  our  trust  and  confidence  is  in  you,  and 
as  ye  tender  our  hononr  and  suertie.  And  these  our  lettres 
shalbe  at  sufficient  warraunt  and  discharge  unto  you  for  your 
indempnitie  in  the  reteignyng  levyeing  and  preparing  of  the 
said  nombre  as  though  ample  auctoritie  were  geven  unto  you 
for  that  po^pos  under  our  greate  seale.  Any  act  statute  or 
ordenaunce  made  to  the  contrary  notw'standing. 

Yeven  under  our  Signet   at  our  manor  of  Oking   the   xxth 
day  of  August. 


i  Readiness. 
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No.  XXYIII. 

HENRY  VIII1  (1542  ?). 

(On  the  back:   "To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  mayr  of 
our  Town  of  Suthampton.") 

HENRY  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wele. 

fo'be"™  And  where  as  by  °"r  otner  lettfes  heretofor  to  you  directed 

sent  to  t  We  willed  you  to  prepa)'re  and  furnissh  in  sufficient  redynes 
Greenwic  .  ^  nomber  of  twelve  hable  personnes  to  serve  us  in  the  warres 
upon  any  reasonable  monicion  to  be  gyven  to  you  in  that 
behalf,  Whereunto  ye  thene  shewed  yonrself  right  towardly 
minded  and  aggreable  to  onr  full  good  contentacion.  We 
therefor  woll  and  desire  you  that  incontynintly  upon  the 
Receit  of  thies  olir  lettres  ye  send  unto  us  yolir  said  nomber  of 
personnes  sufficiently  harneysed  Soo  that  they  may  be  at  our 
Manour  of  Grenewiche  the  last  day  of  this  present  moneth  of 
Aprill  thene  to  enter  into  onr  wages  and  further  to  precede 
as  we  shall  comaunde  theim,  Letting  you  wete  that  we  have 
ordeynid  not  oonly  coots  of  our  lyverees  to  be  delivered  theim 
at  their  comyng,  But  also  conduit  money  to  be  paied  to 
suche  one  as  ye  shall  send  to  Receyve  the  same.  Which 
for  the  shortenes  of  tyme  and  Lakk  of  knoweleche  of  the 
distaunce  from  the  places  where  the  said  personnes  shalbe 
levyed  to  our  said  manour  coude  not  be  sent  to  you  at  this 
season.  Faile  ye  not  effectually  to  accomplisshe  the  premisses 
in  any  wise,  As  ye  tender  our  honoar  and  pleasure. 

Yeven  under  our  Signet  at  onr  manonr  of  Richemount  the 
ixth  day  of  Aprill. 


i  There  Is  no  meani  of  ascertaining  the  date  except  that  reference  is  made  to  the  wars.  As  the 
king's  sign  manual  is  written  in  a  somewhat  shaky  hand,  one  is  tempted  to  date  it  late  In  his  reign,  and 
therefore  to  assign  the  letter  to  1542,  when  war  broke  out  with  Scotland. 
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No,  XXX. 

5  EDWARD  VI  (1551). 

(On  the  back  :    "  To  our  trusty  and  welbiloved  the  Mayer  and 
Sheref  of  or  towne  of  Southampton  —  Southt.") 

EDWARD.  BY  THE  KING. 

Accompany-     Trustie  and  welbiloved  we  grete  you  well. 


wner  °ur  writt  wl  such  further  matter  as  is  annexed 
unopened  therunto  is  presently  addressed  unto  you  our  pleasur  and  expresse 
days0**  comandement  is  that  in  no  wise  you  nor  any  for  you  presume 
to  breake  up  or  open  our  said  writte  untill  it  shalbe  the 
xvith  daye  in  the  morning  of  this  present  moneth  on  which 
daye  taking  good  testimony  for  your  declaracion  at  thopening 
of  the  same  you  shall  fourthw*  wl  as  moche  spede  as  you 
may  possibly  precede  to  the  doing  of  such  things  as  by  the 
said  writte  be  appoincted  unto  yoa  w'out  disclosing  the  tenor 
of  the  said  writte  or  of  the  shedule  sent  therw*  directly  or 
indirectly  to  any  person  untill  the  publicacon  therof  except 
it  be  to  your  undersherif  or  other  minister  which  shall  execute 
our  said  write  whom  nevertheles  our  pleasnre  is  you  shall  swere 
to  kepe  the  same  secrete  untill  the  very  publicacon  therof  all 
which  premisses  we  straightly  chairge  yo"  upon  your  allegeaunce 
to  do  and  perfourme  in  suche  forme  as  ys  aforsaid,  as  yon  will 
aunswer  for  the  contrary  at  your  uttermost  perill. 

Yeven  under  our  Signet  at  our  hononr  of  hamptoncourte  the 
xiith  of  August  the  fifte  yere  of  our  Reign. 

Signed        Edward. 

E.  Somerset,2  R.  Rich,  Chan,3  W.  Wiltshire,4  J.  Warwick,5 
J.  Bedford,6  F.  Huntingdon,7  T.  Darcy,8  G.  Cobham,9  Willm 
Petre,10  T.  Cheyne,11  A.  Wyngfield,12  John  Baker.13 


i  The  writ  accompanying  this  letter  must  have  been  of  the  greatest  Importance,  as  the  twelve 
signatures  of  Edward's  Privy  Council  witness. 
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2  Somerset's  prayer  on  appointment  as  Protector  is  interesting  :— "  Thou,  Lord,  by  Thy  Providence 
hast  caused  me  to  rule.    I  am,  by  Thy  appointment,  minister  for  Thy  king,  shepherd  for  Thy  people. 
By  Thee  kings  do  reign,  and  from  Thee  all  power  is  derived;  govern  me  as  I  shall  govern"  (Strype, 
Memorial*,  IV,  p.  311).    The  full  Council  in  1551,  from  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council,  III  Appendix,  is 
as  follows:— "Tharchebusshop  of  Caunterburie,  The  Lord  Chauncallour,  The  Lord  Thresaurer,  The 
Lord  Great  Master,  The  Lord  Privie  Stale,  The  D.  of  Suffolke,  The  L.  Gt.  Chamberlalne,  Therle  of 
Shrewesburie,  Therle  of  Weutmorlande,  Therle  of  Huntingdon,  Therle  of  Pembroke,  The  Viscounte 
Hereforde,  The  Lord  Admirall,  The  Lord  Chamberlalne,  B.  of  Ely,  The  Lord  Cobham,  The  L.  Pagett, 
Mr.  Thresorer,  Mr.  Comptroller,  Mr.  Vicechamberlaine,  ii  Secretaries,  Sir  Rauf  Sadler,  Mr.  Doctour 
Wotton,  Sir  J.  Gaige,  Sir  J.  Mason,  Sir  Phelip  Hubble,  Sir  Bob.  Bower,  Sir  E.  Northe,  Sir  J.  Baker, 
Justice  Mountayne,  Justice  Bromley,  Sir  R.  Cotton." 

3  Richard  Rich,  Lord  Chancellor,  was  born  of  a  Hampshire  family.    He  was  made  Attorney- 
General  in  1533.    It  waa  the  betrayal  of  a  private  conversation  which  he  held  with  Bishop  Fisher  that 
caused  the  latter's  execution,  in  spite  of  Henry's  promise  that  no  advantage  should  be  taken  of  it. 
Rich's   conduct   towards    More   was   equally   base.      When   Anne   Askew  was  tortured,  she  said : 
"  Wriothesley  and  Rich  took  pains  to  rack  me  with  their  own  hands  till  I  was  well  nigh  dead" 
(Foxe,  V,  p.  547).    Froude  says  that  this  is  perhaps  the  darkest  page  in  the  history  of  any  English 
statesman  (Hist,  of  England,  IV,  p.  208).    Edward  VI  created  him  Baron  Rich.    Rich  sided  with 
Warwick,  whose  son,  Sir  H.  Dudley,  married  his  daughter,  Winifred.    He  signed  the  Council'b  answer 
to  Mary,  proclaiming   her  a  bastard,  but  immediately  afterwards  went  to  Mary  and  was  made  a 
member  of  her  Council.    Rich  has  been  held  up  to  universal  execration  by  posterity.    "  One  of  the 
most  ominous  names  in  history"  (Dixon). 

4  W.  Paulet,  Lord  Treasurer  (1485-1572).    First  Marquess  of  Winchester.    Eldest  son  of  Sir  John 
Paulet,  of  Basing.    In  1550  he  was  created  Earl  of  Wiltshire,  and  the  following  year  Marquess  of 
Winchester.    His  tomb  is  in  Basing  church.    In  1339  he  was  made  Lord  St.  John,  and  granted  the  site 
and  possessions  of  Netley  Abbey. 

5  The  notorious  John  Dudley,  Great  Master,  afterwards  Duke  of  Northumberland. 

6  John  Russell,  Lord  Privy  Seal  (1486-1555),  first  Earl  of  Bedford,  a  title  gained  by  his  defeat  of 
the  rebel  Cornishmen  at  St.  Mary's  Clyst  in  1549. 

7  Francis  Hastings(l514-1561),  second  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  a  staunch  supporter  of  Warwick.    His 
eldest  son  married  Northumberland's  (Warwick'**)  daughter  in  1553.    He  married  Cardinal  Pole's  niece, 
a  fact  which  probably  gave  him  his  life  at  Mary's  accession. 

8  T.  Darcy,  Vice-Chamberlain,  probably  a  son  of  Lord  T.  Darcy,  beheaded  by  Henry  VIII. 

9  Probably  G.  Brook,  sixth  Lord  Cobham.    He  seems  to  be  very  little  known. 

10  W.  Petre  (1505-1572),  Secretary  to  the  Council ;  became  the  tutor  of  G.  Boleyn,  Anne's  brother, 
who  used  her  influence  for  his  advancement.    He  was  very  prominent  under  Edward  VI.    He  drew  up 
Edward's  will  in  favour  of  Lady  Jane  Grey,  but  afterwards  declared  for  Mary. 

11  T.  Cheyne  (or  Chevey)  (1485-1568),  Treasurer  of  the  Household,  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 
He  wa*  a  supporter  of  Warwick,  but  secretly  worked  for  Mary. 

12  A.  Wingfleld  (1485-1552).    He  was  sent  to  arrest  Somerset,  and  was  rewarded  by  being  made 
Comptroller  of  the  Household. 

is  John  Baker  (d.  1558).  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1530.  Attorney-General.  He  was 
made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  1545.  Lodge  states  that  Baker  was  distinguished  by  being  the  only 
privy  councillor  who  refused  to  put  his  name  to  the  "Device  for  the  Succession,"  which  Edward  VI 
drew  up  on  his  deathbed  to  exclude  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 
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No.  XXIX. 

HENRY  VIII.1 

(On  the  back :   "  To  our  trusty  and  welbiloved  The  Maire  of 
our  towne  of  Southampton.") 

HENRY  R.  BY  THE  KING. 

Trusty  and  welbiloved,  We  grete  you  well. 

^nd  where  as  we  by  onr  late  lettres  to  you  addressed  willed 
Greenwich   you    to    reteigne    and    kepe    those    Twelve    hable   persons    in 
of  May.       sufficient  arredines  to  bee  forthcomyng  upon  a  dayes  warnyng, 
which  we  by  onr  other  lettres  heretofore  willed  you  to  sende 
unto  us  sufficiently  harneysed    to   onr  manour   of   Grenewiche 
the   last   day  of  Aprill   last  passed,  to  do  unto  us  service  in 
our  warres.     We  for  certain   consideracions  us  moeving  Woll 
.  and  comaunde   you    to  sende    the    said    xii    hable    personnes 
sufficiently  harneysed    to   our  said   manour   of  Grenewiche    so 
that  they  bee   there  the   xvth   day   of   this   instant   month   of 
May  next  comyng  at   the   farthest  w'out  any  failling  as  ye 
tendre  our  pleasure. 

Yeven   under  our  signet  at   onr   Manour  of   Richemount   the 
second  day  of  May. 


1  This  letter  evidently  refers  to  No.  XXVIII.  Unfortunately  for  the  theory  of  the  date  of  that 
letter,  the  autograph  is  excellently  written,  so  that  it  may  be  ascribed  to  1513,  when  war  was  proceeding 
with  France  and  Scotland. 


THE  END  OF  THE  SIGN  MANUALS. 


PART    II. 


Xetters    {patent,    etc.,    of 
Southampton. 
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No.  I. 

23  HENRY  III  (1240). 

Confirma-        HENRICUS   del    gratia   Rex    Angliae   Dominns    Hiberniae    Dux 
Ag?ee04eannt  Normanniae  Aquitaniae    et    Comes  Andegaviae    Archiepiscopis    Episcopis 
between       Abbatibus    Prioribus     Comitibus     Baronibus     Justiciariis    Vice- 
borough       comitibus  Prepositis  Ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus 
amdt8o°nth"  suis  Salutem.     Sciatis  quod  cum  contenc'o  mota  fuisset  in  Curia 
nostra    coram    nobis   inter   probos    homines  nostros   de   Merleberg 
querentes    et    probos    homines    nostros   Suhampton   deforciantes 
de    tellonio    quod    predjcti   homines   Suhampton   capiebant   de 
hominibus    nostris    de    Merleberg    contra    libertates     suas     quas 

habent    per  cartam    domini     Johannis    Regisl    patris     nOBtri     et    per    cartam 

n°8tram  ut  asserebant  tandem  de  licencia  nostra  taliter  inter 
eos  convenit  qnod  omnes  homines  nostri  de  Merleberg  qui  sunt 
in  Gilda  mercanda  de  Merleberg  et  hoc  affidare  voluerint 
quieti  sint  inperpetuum  de  omui  consuetudine  et  omnimodo 
tellonio  in  villa  Suhampton  et  in  omnibus  pertinenciis  suis  de 
quibus  homines  Suhampton  infra  libertatem  suam  dictos  homines 
de  Merleberg  acquietare  possint  non  obstante  eo  quod  Carta 
n°9trorum  hominum  Suhampton  prior  est  cartis  predictorum 
honiinum  de  Merleberg.  Et  similiter  homines  de  Suhampton 
quieti  sint  de  omni  consuetudine  et  tellonio  in  villa  de 
Merleberg.  Nos  igitur  volentes  qnod  predicta  convene1©  firma 
sit  et  stabilis  inperpetuum  ipsam  pro  nobis  concedimus  et 
confirmamus.  Hiis  Testibus  Ricardo  Comite  Pictaviae  et  Cornuballi2 

fratre      nostr0)      petro       de      Mal()       Lacu>3      Willelmo       de       Qantilup,4 

Bertramo  de  Cryoyl  et  Amaur0  de  Saucto  Amando8  senescallis 
nostris,  Roberto  de  Muscegros,  Bartho  de  Pecoth,  Galfr0  de 
Huget  et  aliis.  Datum  per  manum  nostram  apud  Westmonasterinm 
quinto  decimo  die  Jun"  Anno  Regni  nostri  vicesimo  tercio. 


1  v.  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  2. 

2  Richard,  Henry  Ill's  brother,  had  been  sent  to  Poitou  in  1225,  under  his  uncle,  the  Earl  of  Salis- 
bury, to  check  Louis'  invasion  of  that  province.    It  is  probable  that  he  was  then  made  Earl  of  Poitou. 
Richard's  ruling  passion  was  to  amass  money,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been  the  richest  prince  in 
Christendom.    His  immense  wealth  made  the  German  princes  cast  their  eyes  upon  him  as  a  candidate 
for  the  empire,  and  he  was  tempted  to  spend  vast  sums  on  his  election.    He  succeeded  so  far  as  to  be 
chosen  king  of  the  Romans.    He  went  on  to  Germany,  taking  no  less  than  700,000  marks  out  of  England 
(Matthew  of  Paris,  Vol.  II,  p.  638).    He  spent  this  money  on  the  rapacious  German  princes  and  then  was 
disappointed  in  his  object. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of 
Ireland,  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine  and  Count  of  Anjou, 
to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  counts,  barons, 
justices,  sheriffs,  reeves,  servants,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful 
subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  whereas  a  contention  arose  in 
our  court  and  in  our  presence  between  our  good  men  of  Marl- 
borough  as  complainants,  and  our  good  men  of  Southampton  as 
defendants,  concerning  the  toll  which  the  said  men  of  South- 
ampton used  to  take  from  our  men  of  Marlborough,  contrary  to 
their  liberties  which  they  hold  by  the  charter  of  King  John,  our 
father,  and  by  our  charter,  as  they  affirm,  henceforth  by  our  per- 
mission in  this  wise  they  mutually  agree  that  all  the  men  of 
Marlborough  who  are  in  the  merchants'  guild  of  Marlborough, 
and  who  should  be  willing  to  take  an  oath  to  this  effect,  shall 
be  for  ever  quit  from  all  custom  and  toll  whatsoever  in  the 
town  of  Southampton  and  in  all  their  appurtenances,  concerning 
which  the  men  of  Southampton  within  their  liberty  can  quit  the 
said  men  of  Marlborough,  notwithstanding  that  the  charter  of 
our  men  of  Southampton  is  prior  to  the  charters  of  the  said  men 
of  Marlborough.  And  similarly  the  men  of  Southampton  shall 
be  free  from  all  custom  and  toll  in  the  town  of  Marlborough. 
It  therefore  being  our  will  that  the  said  agreement  be  firm  and 
stable  for  ever,  of  ourself  we  grant  and  confirm  the  same. 
Witnessed  by  Richard,  Earl  of  Poitou  and  Cornwall,  our  brother. 
Peter  de  Mauley,  William  de  Cantilupe,  Bertram  de  Cryoyl  and 
Almaric  de  St.  Amand,  our  seneschals,  Robert  de  Muscegros, 
Barth  de  Pecoth,  Galfrey  de  Huget  and  others.  Given  by  our 
hand  at  Westminster  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  our  reign.  [1240.] 


3  Peter  de  Mauley,  A  Poitevin  noblo  and  A  favourite  of  John  (Matthew  of  Paris,  Vol.  II,  p.  533). 
Said  to  have  been  paid  to  murder  Arthur  (tlemingburgh,  Vol.  I,  p.  232).    Custodian  of  Corfe  Castle 
(Sot.  Lit.  Pat.,  p.  112).    Died  in  the  Crusades,  1240. 

4  William  de  Cantelupe,  a  favourite  of  John  and  Henry  III.    Guardian  of  the  kingdom  during 
Henry's  absence  in  1242. 

5  Almaric  de  St.  Amand,  sheriff  of  Hereford.    Godfather  of  Edward  I.    Took  part  in  the  Crusade 
of  1240  (Matthew  of  Paris,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  540 ;  Vol.  IV,  p.  44). 
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No.  II, 

13  EDWARD  III  (1339). 

A  Deed  Ceste  endenture  faite   perentre  le  noble  et   puissant  seignenr 

executed  by  ~  .        „-          ,.  ri  L  *      »>    •    TN         i   ,  •      .      « 

Edward       Sire   Edward  eisnez   nlz  au  noble   Roi   Dengleterre    dues    de 

PriHce*Ck  Cornewaill,  Counte  de  Cestre  et  Gardein  Dengleterre  dune 
granting  part  et  le  noble  home  Monsieur  Thomas  de  Beauchamp 
Counte  de  Warrewyk1  dautre,  tesmoigne  que  le  dit  Counte 


the  custody  est  demenre  sur  la  garde  de  la  ville  de  Suthampton  come 
Town  of  gardein  de  meisme  la  ville,  a  mettre  le  bien  qil  pourra  pour  la 
Sm'iiS*"  sauve  £arde  dycelle  du  iundy  prochein  apres  la  feste  de  Seint 
a  Roll  of  Jake  prochein  apres  la  date  de  ceste  jusqs  a  la  fin  dun  quarter 
Retinae!"  an  pr°cnein  ensuant  et  plenerement  acompli  et  avera  le 

and  an        dit  Counte  ovesqe  lui  sur  meisme  la  garde  Cent  homes  darmes 

account  of     ,  .,  ,  rn  ,  . 

their  wages  de  queux  il  avera  de  ses  gentz  propres  cynkante  homes 
and  fees,  darmes  lui  meismes  Counte,  un  Baneret  et  dis  Chivalers 
prenant  pour  lui  meismes  et  ses  dites  gentz  darmes  les  gages 
Le  Roi  de  guerre  acoustumez  et  avera  aussi  ovesqe  lui  sur 
meisme  la  garde  Cent  et  vint  Archers  des  queux  le  dit  Counte 
avera  des  soens  propres  quarante,  checun  de  eux  prenant  le  jour 
trois  deniers  des  queles  gages  aussebien  des  gentz  darmes 
come  des  Archers  il  serra  servi  et  paie  pour  un  moys  devant 
la  meyn,  et  ensi  de  moys  en  moys  devant  la  meyn,  durant 
le  terme  susdit,  et  avera  aussint  le  dit  Counte  une  comission 
souz  le  graunt  seal  notre  Seigneur  le  Roi  de  surveoir  les  gentz 
darmes  et  Archers  le  Priour  del  Hospital  et  les  gentz  darmes 
de  Berks  et  autres  q  seront  en  aide  de  la  garde  de  la  dite 
ville  et  de  les  punir  quele  heure  q  defaute  y  soit  trove,  et 
aussint  de  destreyndre  les  gentz  q  solevent  estre  enhabitez 
en  meisme  la  ville  et  q  se  sount  mayntenant  retretz  de 
retournir  et  de  y  demenrer  enforcement  selontz  lour  estat  et 
en  cas  qils  ne  le  voillent  pas  faire  de  seisir  lour  maisons 
rentes  et  autres  possessions  et  toux  lour  biens  et  chateux 
deinz  la  dite  ville  en  la  meyn  notre  dit  Seigneur  le  Roi.  Et 
aussi  seront  cynkante  livres  dargent  ordinez  et  paiez  en  amende- 


1  Thomas  de  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  was  the  son  of  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Order  of 
the  Garter.  He  was  unanimously  appointed  by  Parliament  governor  of  Richard  II  (T.  Walsingham, 
Vol.  I,  p.  427).  When  Richard  seized  the  power  into  his  own  hands,  Warwick  joined  Gloucester  in 
opposition  to  him.  He  was  seized  and  Imprisoned  in  that  part  of  the  Tower  which  is  still  called  after 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

This  indenture  made  between  the  noble  and  puissant  Lord 
Sire  Edward,  eldest  son  of  the  noble  King  of  England,  Duke  of 
Cornwall,  Earl  of  Chester,  and  guardian  of  England,  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  noble  man  my  Lord  Thomas  de  Beauchamp,  Earl 
of  Warwick,  on  the  other,  witnesseth  that  the  said  earl  is  to 
remain  for  the  custody  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  as  guardian 
of  the  same  town,  to  do  the  good  he  can  for  the  safeguard  of 
the  same,  from  the  Monday  next  after  the  feast  of  St.  James 
ensuing  the  date  of  this  same  until  the  end  of  one  quarter  of 
the  year  next  ensuing  and  fully  accomplished.  And  the  same 
earl  shall  have  with  him  for  the  same  custody  one  hundred  men- 
at-arms,  of  which  he  shall  have  of  his  own  people  fifty  men-at- 
arms,  the  earl  himself,  one  banneret,  and  ten  knights,  receiving 
for  himself  and  his  said  men-at-arms  the  wages  of  the  king 
accustomed  in  war.  And  shall  have  also  with  him  for  the  said 
guard  one  hundred  and  twenty  archers,  of  whom  the  said  earl 
shall  have  of  his  own  men,  forty ;  each  one  of  them  receiving 
by  the  day  three-pence  ;  for  which  wages  as  well  as  for  the 
men-at-arms  as  archers,  he  shall  be  served  and  paid  for  one 
month  beforehand,  and  so  from  month  to  month  beforehand, 
during  the  term  aforesaid.  And  the  said  earl  shall  also  have 
a  commission  under  the  great  seal  of  our  lord  the  king  to 
muster  the  men-at-arms  and  archers  of  the  prior  of  the  hospital, 
and  the  men-of-arms  of  Berkshire,  and  others  who  shall  be  sent 
to  aid  in  the  keeping  of  the  said  town  ;  and  to  punish  them  at 
such  time  as  default  shall  be  found  ;  and  also  to  constrain  by 
force  the  people  who  used  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  said  town, 
and  who  have  now  retreated,  to  return  and  live  therein  per- 
force according  to  their  ability,  and  in  case  they  will  not  do 
it,  to  seize  their  houses,  rents  and  other  possessions,  and  all 
their  goods  and  chattels,  in  the  same  town,  into  the  hand 
of  our  said  lord  the  king.  And  also  there  shall  be  fifty 
pounds  of  silver  appropriated  and  disbursed  for  the  repair 


him  the  "  Beauchamp  Tower."  He  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  life  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  On 
Henry  IV's  accession  he  was  liberated.  He  died  in  1401.  This  commission  of  his  appointment  was 
purchased  at  a  public  sale  in  London  in  1849  by  R.  Laishley,  then  mayor,  and  presented  to  the 
Corporation.  It  now  hangs  in  the  council  chamber. 
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ment  de  la  dite  ville.  Et  toute  manere  de  garnesture  des 
engins,  espringals,  arks,  arbelastes,  targes,  launces  et  toutes 
maneres  dautres  engins  demeuront  en  la  dite  ville  pour  la  sauve 
garde  dycelle  et  per  endenteure.  Et  en  cas  q  les  covenantz 
susditz  ne  soient  pas  tenuz  ne  accompliz  au  dit  Counte,  ou 
q  les  enemys  arrivent  en  Engleterre  et  demoergent  a  entencion 
de  conquere  par  aillours  il  lirra  bien  a  lui  a  departir  de  la 
dite  ville  ovesque  ses  gentz  susdites  saunz  reproeche  et  saunz 
estre  enpesche  par  notre  Seignenr  le  Roi  ou  nul  de  son  conseil 
par  celle  enchaison. 

En  tesmoignance  de  queu  chose  les  parties  susdites  ount  a 
ceste  endenture  entrechaungeablement  mys  lour  seals. 

Don  a  Kenyngton  le  xiii  iour  de  Juyl  Lan  du  regne  le  Roi 
Edward  tierz  apres  le  conquest  treszisme. 


Nomina  Militum  hominnm  ad  arma  et  sagittariornm  existencinm 
in  Comitia  Thomae  de  Bello  Campo  Comit18  Warrewyk  super 
salvam  custodiam  villae  Suhampton.  A  xxvto  die  Julii  anno  xiii0 
usque  xxvura  diem  Augusti  proxime  sequentem  per  xxxii  dies  utroque 
die  computato. 

Idem  Comes 

Thomas  de  Astleye  Banerettus 

Johannes  de  Lysours 

Nich01us  Pecche 

Nich01us  de  Charneles 

Nich01us  de  Burneby  milites 

Johannes  le  Botiller 

Johannes  de  Leukenore 

Johannes  Golafre 


Nomina  armigerorom. 

1.  Robertus  le  Zousche  7.  Radulphus  Basset 

2.  Johaunes  le  Despencer  8.  Willelmils  de  Lucy 

3.  Henricns  le  Mortymer  9.  Walterus  le  Blount 

4.  Willelmus  de  Hardeshull  10.  Fulco  de  Holcote 

5.  Johannes  Haunsard  n.  Thomas  Folyot 

6.  Willelmns  de  Shobyndon  12.  Johannes  de  Harle 
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of  the  said  town.  And  all  manner  of  furniture  of  engines, 
springals,  bows,  arblasts,  targets,  lances,  and  all  manner  of 
other  engines,  shall  remain  in  the  said  town  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  same,  and  by  indenture.  And  in  case  that  the  covenants 
abovesaid  should  not  be  hold  or  accomplished  to  the  said  earl, 
or  that  the  enemy  should  land  in  England,  and  remain,  with 
the  intention  of  conquering  land  elsewhere,  he  shall  be  at  full 
liberty  to  depart  from  the  said  town,  with  his  soldiers  aforesaid, 
without  reproach,  and  without  being  impeached  by  our  lord  the 
king,  or  by  any  of  his  council,  on  that  account. 

la  witness  whereof  the  parties  aforesaid  have  interchangeably 
set  their  seals  to  this  indenture. 

Given  at  Kennington  the  I3th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Third  after  the  Conquest,  the 
thirteenth.  [1339.] 

Names  of  the  knights,  men-at-arms  and  archers  in  the 
company  of  Thomas  de  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  for 
the  safeguard  of  the  town  of  Southampton.  From  the  25th 
day  of  July  in  the  thirteenth  year,  to  the  25th  day  of  August 
next  following,  for  32  days,  the  first  and  last  included. 


Noraina  armigerormn  (continued). 

13.  Nicholaus  Gascoun  19.  Thomas  le  Trompeur 

14.  Thomas  de  Heule  20.  Walterus  le  Ken 

15.  Rogerus  de  Ledbury  21.  Gilbertus  Chastiloun 

16.  Ricardus  de  Perytone  22.  Stephanus  de  Dupham 

17.  Ricardus  Chamberleyn  23.  Ricardus  de  Redynges 

18.  Adam  le  Trompeur  24.  Hugo  de  Bromwyche 

D 
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Nomina  armigerornm  (continued). 

25.  Robertus  de  Stretfeld  30.  Nicholaus  de  Egebaston 

26.  Ricardus  de  Hanford  31.  Johannes  de  Esenhall 

27.  Roger  de  Kenynton  32.  Oliverus  de  Brompton 

28.  Bertreamus  de  Wyme  33.  Thomas  de  Burneby 

29.  Willelmus  Ryuel  34.  Johannes  Scot 

Nomina  Sagittariorum. 

1.  Robertus  de  Redyng  n.  Willolinus  Wachente 

2.  Johannes  de  Bredon  12.  Johaunus  Staleward 

3.  Johannes  de  Clifton  13.  Johannus  de  Sewell 

4.  Willelmus  de  Pullesdon  14.  Robertus  de  Crukelade 

5.  Johanues  Tenyton  15.  Johannus  Lempent 

6.  Johannes  Chaundeler  16.  Peter  de  Dounton 

7.  Johannes  Hunte  17.  Johauues  le  fletchere 

8.  Nich01us  Hunte  18.  Johannes  de  Chestre 

9.  Johanues  Tourner  19.  Johamies  Hydecot 
10.  Ricardus  de  Burmynchm  20.  Ricardus  Chaunt 


tarii 


quod  per  indenturam  non  debeut  allocari  magis  xl  sagit 


ParticlTe  compllti  Thomae  de  Bello  Campo  Comit19  Warrick 
de  recepto  et  vadiis  ipsius  Comitis  hominnm  suorum  ad  arma 
et  sagittariornra  in  Comitia  euisdem  Comit18  super  salva  et 
secura  custodia  Villae  Suhampton  nuper  per  convencVem  inter 
Ducem  Cornuballi  tune  custodem  Angliae  et  dictllm  Comitem 
per  Indenturam  inter  eosdem  confectam  existentem  et  ad  dictam 
villam  Suhampton  commorantem  videlicet  a  xxv°  die  Julii  anno  xiii 
scilicet  die  dominica  in  festo  sancti  Jacobi  usque  xxvnm  diem 

Augnsti      proxlme      sequentera      per 

compntato. 


A  xxvto  die  Julii  anno  xiiimo  usque  xxvtum  diem  Augusti  prox* 
sequentem. 


i  The  following  ten  names  were  cut  out  by  the  auditor  because  they  were  in  excess  of  the  forty 
archers  allowed  to  the  earl,  and  the  reason  is  given  thus:  "quod  per  indenturam  non  debent  allocari 
magis  sagittarii."  41,  Robertus  de  Sallesbury ;  42,  Willelmus  Spencer ;  43,  Adam  Long ;  44,  Philippus  de 
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Nomina  armigerornm  (continued). 


35.  Johannes  Burdet 

36.  Willelmus  Carles 

37.  Johannes  de  Milton 

38.  Radulphus  Pecche 


39.  Johannes  de  Verdon 

40.  Johannes  de  Norden 

41.  Johannes  Moreuille 

42.  Petrus  de  Wasseburne 


Nomina  Sagittariorum  (continued). 


21. 

22. 

23- 
24. 

25- 

26. 

27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 


Thomas  le  Hende 


Robe 


O          Hende 
phiiiPp«s  de  Wygemor 

Joannes    gtyf 

Willelmus  Bras 
Rogerus  le  porter 
Nicholns  de  Harpecot 


31.  Simon  Plot 

32.  Henricus  Croule 

33.  Petrn9  Brid 

34.  Waltcrus  de  Clatircot 

35.  Johannes  Troggere 

36.  Johannes  Fortfere 

37.  Nicholns  de  Brayton 

38.  Johannes  de  Warrick 

39.  Johalmes  de  la  Pantrie 

40.  Johannes  le  Taillour1 


Particulars  of  the  account  of  Thomas  de  Beauchamp,  Earl 
of  Warwick,  concerning  the  receipt  and  wages  of  the  earl  him- 
self, his  men-at-arms  and  archers  in  the  company  of  the  same 
earl,  for  the  safe  and  secure  custody  of  the  town  of  Southamp- 
ton lately,  by  agreement  between  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  then 
guardian  of  England,  and  the  said  earl,  by  indenture  made 
between  them,  being  and  staying  at  the  said  town  of  South- 
ampton, namely,  from  the  25th  day  of  July  in  the  thirteenth 
year,  that  is  to  say,  from  Sunday  on  the  Feast  of  St.  James 
until  the  25th  day  of  August  next  following,  for  32  days,  the 
first  and  the  last  being  included. 

From  the  25th  of  July  in  the  thirteenth  year  to  the  25th  of 
August  next  following. 


la  March  ;  45,  Johannes  le  Ferrour  ;  46,  Johannes  Veisy  ;  47,  Hugo  de  Wadburgh  ;  48,  Rlcardus  Scot ; 
49,  Robertus  de  Bereweden  ;  50,  Simon  de  Clatircoos. 
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REC. 

Idem  onerat  se  de  1  libris  receptis  ad  receptum  scaccarii  videllcet 
xvimo  die  Julu  anno  xiiimo  in  parte  solutis  cxx  librarnm  quas  Rex 
sibi  liberari  mandavit  pro  primo  mense  i  q^rt1  anni  prout  paret 
in  brevi  de  magno  sigm°  intra  mandata  de  sancto  Pasch  eodem 

anno    xiiim0<       £t     de     lxx     ^bris     receptis     in     per     solucione    p**tfcio     a(J 

dictam  receptum  scaccarii  vz  xxiiiito  die  Julii  anno  xiiimo  Cxx  librae 
prout  paret  in  breve  de  magno  sigm°  intra  mandata  de  eodem 
sancto  Pasch. 


Sumnia  Recepti  cxx 

Idem  compmat. 

In  vad"8  ipsius  Comitis  comorand1  supra  "custodia  predicta 
a  dicto  xxvto  die  Julii  usque  predictum  xxvtnm  diem  Augnsti 
proxime  sequentem  videlicet  per  xxxii  dies,  capientis  per  diem 
vadia  guerrae  scilicet  viii  s.,  xii  librae  xvi  s. 

Et  in  vadii9  Thomae  de  Asteleye  Ban^ett1  ip8ius  Comit19 
similiter  ibidem  secum  comorantis  per  idem  temp"8  capientis  per 
diem  iiii  s.,  vi  librae  viii  s. 

Et  in  vadils  septem  militum  quorum  nomina  supra  in  sedula 
annotatur  similiter  in  comitat6  ipsius  Comitis  ibidem  existent19 
quolibet  dlctorum  vii  militum  capienti  per  diem  per  idem  tempus  ii  s., 
xxii  li.  viii  s. 

Et  in  vadiis  quadraginta  duorum  armigerorum  quorum  nomina 
in  dicta  sedula  annotantnr  similiter  comorantinm  in  comitat6 
eiusde™  Comitis  per  idem  tempus  quolibet  dictorum  xlii  armigeroram 
capienti  per  diem  xii  d.,  Ixvii  li.  iiii  s. 

Et  in  vadiis  xl  (qnod  non  plus  continentnr  in  indentura)  sagitt- 
ariorum  secum  comorantinm  per  idem  tempus  quorum  nomina  supra 
in  predicta  sedula  annotantnr  quolibet  dictorum  1  sagittarlornm 

capienti    per    ^m    jjj  ^    xy{  {{ 

Summa  expeusuum  cxxiiii  li.  xvi  s.  Et  habltnm  de  suppluc10 
iiii  li.  xvi  s. 
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RECEIPT. 

The  said  earl  acknowledges  £50  received  at  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer,  namely,  on  the  i6th  day  of  July  in  the  thirteenth 
year,  in  part  payment  of  £120  which  the  king  commanded  to 
be  delivered  to  him  for  the  first  month  of  one  quarter  of  a  year 
as  appears  by  writ  under  the  great  seal  amongst  the  orders  of 
Easter  term,  in  the  same  thirteenth  year.  And  of  £"70  received 
in  full  payment  of  the  aforesaid  at  the  said  receipt  of  the 
exchequer,  namely,  on  the  24th  day  of  July  in  the  thirteenth 
year,  £120  as  appears  in  the  writ  under  the  great  seal  amongst 
the  orders  of  the  said  Easter  term. 


Sum  of  Receipt  of 

The  same  earl  accounts : — 

For  wages  of  the  earl  himself  remaining  for  the  custody 
aforesaid,  from  the  said  25th  day  of  July  to  the  aforesaid  25th 
day  of  August  next  following,  namely,  for  32  days,  receiving 
per  day  wages  of  war,  namely,  8/- :  £12  i6s. 

And  for  the  wages  of  Thomas  de  Asteleye,  banneret  of  the 
said  earl,  likewise  staying  there  with  him  for  the  same  time, 
receiving  per  day,  4/-  :  £6  8s. 

And  for  the  wages  of  seven  knights  whose  names  are  given 
in  the  list  above,  likewise  staying  there  in  the  company  of  the 
earl  himself,  for  each  of  the  said  seven  knights,  receiving  per 
day,  2/-  :  £22  8s. 

And  for  the  wages  of  forty-two  esquires  whose  names  are 
given  in  the  said  list,  likewise  staying  there  in  company  of  the 
same  earl  during  the  same  time,  for  each  of  the  said  42  esquires, 
receiving  per  day,  I2d.  :  £6j  45. 

And  for  the  wages  of  40  (because  no  more  are  contained  in 
the  indenture)  archers  abiding  with  him  for  the  same  time 
whose  names  are  also  given  above  in  the  aforesaid  list,  each 
of  the  said  50  archers  receiving  per  day,  3d.  :  £16. 

Sum  of  expenses  £124   i6s.     And  thus  is  paid  in  surplus 
i6s. 
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Rotulus  Nich01i  atte  Magdalaine  imper  receptoris  denariorum 
et  victualiu111  domini  Regis  apud  Suthampton  ac  Supei'visoris 
araiam  (sic)  et  retenenienti  (sic)  holninum  ad  arma  et  sagitt- 
ariorum  extenciu™  in  comitia  doinini  Thomae  de  Bello  Campo 
Comitis  Warrick  tempore  quo  ide111  Comes  habuit  custodiam  Villae 
predictae. 

Idfcm  Niclio!us  testat111'  qll°d  predictus  Comes  accessit  ad 
Villam  Suthanipton  xxv  die  Julii  vidclicet  festo  sallcti  Jacobi 
anno  regni  Rcgis  Edwardi  tercii  post  conquest11111  xiii°  et  ibidem 
moram  suam  fecit  supra  custodiam  euisdem  Villae  a  xxv  die 
predicto  usque  xxv  diem  Augusti  proxline  sequentem  per  xxxii  dies 
cum  retenutVem  suo  scilicet  1  honilnibus  ad  arma  et  xl  sagittariis 
quorum  nomina  sebsecuntur. 
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The  Roll  of  Nicholus  at  Magdalene,  lately  receiver  of  the 
monies  and  provisions  of  the  lord  the  king,  at  Southampton, 
and  supervisor  of  the  array  and  retinue  of  the  men-at-arms  and 
archers  being  in  the  company  of  Lord  Thomas  de  Beauchamp, 
Earl  of  Warwick,  at  the  time  when  the  same  earl  held  the 
custody  of  the  town  aforesaid. 

The  said  Nicholus  testifies  that  the  aforesaid  earl  came  to 
the  town  of  Southampton  on  the  25th  day  of  July,  that  is 
to  say,  on  the  Feast  of  St.  James,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  the  Third  after  the  Conquest,  and  there 
made  his  stay  for  the  custody  of  the  same  town  from  the  25th 
day  aforesaid  to  the  25th  day  of  August  next  following,  for 
32  days,  with  his  retinue,  namely,  50  men-at-arms  and  40 
archers,  whose  names  follow  below.  [1339.] 
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No.  III. 


5  RICHARD  II  (1382). 

RICARDUS  dei    gratia   Rex  Angllae  et   Franci'e  et    Dominns 
Hiberniae     Omnibus     ad     quos     presentes      litterae     pervenerint, 


Sciatis  qll°d  cum  nuper  comperto  per  inquisit^em  coram 
Thoma  de  Weston  tune  Escaetore  nostro  in  Comitate  Suthanil)toniae 
de  mandate  nostro  captam  et  in  Cancellaria  nostra  rotornataui 
q"°d  Ricardus  Elmesle  de  Elmesle  de  Comitate  Wigorniae,  qui 
obiit  tempore  domini  Edwardi  nuper  Regis  Angliae  avi  nostri, 
tenuit  in  chn'c111©  suo  ut  de  feodo  dicto  quo  predictus  Ricardus 
obiit  omnia  tenementa  cum  pertinentibus  in  villa  nostra  Suthamptonia6 
in  vico  Anglico  eiusdem  villae  quod  valet  per  annum  v  li. 
reprisas  tredecim  solidos  et  quatuor  denarios.  Unam  vacuam 
placeam  terrae  cum  pertineutibus  in  eadem  Villa  v-ocata  la  Thayne 
quae  quidem  placea  valet  per  annum  v  li.  reprisas  tres  solidos 
et  quatuor  denarios  et  unam  aliam  vacuam  placeam  terrae 
in  eadem  villa  quandam  aliam  inquisit^em  postmodum 
coram  Thoma  de  Drugge  tune  Escatore  nostro  in  Comitate 
Wigorniae  de  mandato  nostro  captam  et  in  Cancellaria  nostra 
similiter  retornatam  quod  dictus  Ricardus  Bastardus  fuit  et 
obiit  sine  Herede  de  se  per  quod  dicta  teneaienta  et  placea111 
per  eo  quod  de  dicto  avo  nostro  sicut  et  dicta  Villa  tenebantur. 
Ad  nos  tanquam  escaetata  nostra  pertinebant  ut  accepimus 
pro  bono  d0mlcnio  quod  ditcus  (sic)  servitor  noster  Johannes 
Slegh  nob18  impenderat  et  impenderet  dederimus  et  conces- 
serimus  pro  nobis  heredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  prefato 
Johann1  dicta  tenementa  placeas  cum  p"-tinentibus  habenda  et 
tenenda  ad  totam  vitam  suam  de  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
per  eadem  dWci'ia  per  quae  dictus  Ricardus  dum  vixit  tenuit 

tenementa     et     placeas     supra    ^ta.       Jta     qnod     p()st     mortem     p^tl 

Johanuis  tenementa  et  placeae  ilia  cum  pertinctltibu9  ad  nos  et  heredes 
nostros  inteqre  revertentur  prout  in  his  nostris  patentibus  inde 
confertis  plenius  continetur. 

Nos  volentes  prcfato  Johanui  gratiam  in  hac  parte  facere 
ubcriorem  volumus  et  concedimus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting. 

Know  ye  that  it  having  lately  been  found  by  inquiry  made  by 
our  command  and  returned  to  our  Chancellory  before  Thomas 
de  Meston,  at  that  time  escheator  in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
that  Richard  Elmesle,  of  Elmesle,  of  the  county  of  Worcester, 
who  died  in  the  time  of  Lord  Edward,  lately  king  of  England, 
our  grandfather,  held  in  his  domain  as  of  fee  on  the  day  on 
which  the  aforesaid  Richard  died,  all  the  tenements  with  their 
appurtenances  in  our  town  of  Southampton,  in  the  English 
quarter  of  the  same  town,  which  is  of  the  clear  annual  value 
of  £$  135.  4d.,  which  vacant  plot  of  land  with  its  appurtenances 
in  the  same  town,  called  la  Thayne,  which  plot  is  of  the  clear 
annual  value  of  £$  135.  4d.,  and  one  other  vacant  plot  of  land  in 
the  same  town  which  is  of  no  annual  value  after  the  customary 
charges  have  been  paid,  and  since  it  has  also  been  found  by 
another  inquiry  held  later  before  Thomas  de  Drugge,  at  that 
time  our  escheator  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  by  our  command 
and  similarly  returned  in  our  Chancellory,  that  the  said  Richard 
was  a  bastard  and  died  without  heir  of  his  own  body  for  the 
said  tenements  and  plots,  and  therefore  from  the  said  year  are 
ours  and  were  held  in  the  said  town  ;  that  this  land  thus 
escheated  to  us  pertained  to  us  as  we  have  heard,  in  behalf  of 
the  goodly  domain  which  the  said  John  Slegh,  our  servant,  had 
paid  and  should  pay  to  us,  we  have  given  and  granted  for  us 
and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  the  aforesaid  John,  the  said 
tenements  and  plots  with  their  appurtenances,  to  be  had  and 
held  for  all  his  life  from  us  and  our  heirs  for  the  same  domain 
which  the  said  Richard,  whilst  he  lived,  held  as  the  tenements 
and  plots  abovesaid.  Moreover,  because  after  the  death  of  the 
aforesaid  John  those  tenements  and  plots  with  their  appurten- 
ances wholly  return  to  us  and  our  heirs,  as  is  more  fully  contained 
in  these  our  letters  patent,  we  being  willing  to  shew  hereupon 
our  greater  favour  to  the  aforesaid  John,  will  and  grant  for  us 
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quantum    in    nobis    est    eidem    Johanni     qnod  ipse    tenementa    et 

placeas    predicta     cum    pertineutibus    habeat     et  teneat     sibi     et 

heredibus   suis   de   nobis   et   heredibus   nostris  per  dWci1^   inde 
debita  et  consueta  imperpetuum. 

In    cuius    rei    testimonium    litteras  has    nostras   fieri    fecimus 
patentes. 

Teste    me    ipso    apud     Westmonasterinm    nono    die     Novembri 
anno   regni   nostri   quinto.     [1382.] 


per   pe^s  £e  private    sigillo    et   pcr    quinque    marcas    solutas 
in  hanaperio.  Faryngton. 
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and  our  heirs,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  the  same  John,  that  he  him- 
self shall  have  and  hold  the  tenements  and  plots  aforesaid  with 
their  appurtenances  for  himself  and  his  heirs  from  us  and  our 
heirs  for  the  domains  thence  due  and  accustomed  for  ever. 

In  testimony  of  which  thing  we  have  caused  these  our  letters 
to  be  made  patent. 

Witnessed  by  me  at  Westminster  the  gth  day  of  November,  in 
the  fifth  year  of  our  reign.     [1382.] 


By  letters  of  our  privy  seal  and  for  five  marks  paid  into  our 
treasury. 
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No.  IY. 

2  HENRY  IV1  (1400). 

Letters  HENRICUS    dei    gratia    Rex    Angliae   et   Franciae  et   Dominus 

-  Hiberniae.  Omuibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salutem. 
Sciatis  quod  inspeximus  quandam  bagam  de  particulis 
particulars  compoti  Johannis  Frost  nuper  Maioris  villae  Suthamptoniae  et 
Aeeonntof  Nich<)li  Sampson  Junioris  tune  ballivi  eiusdem  villae  Collect- 
John  Frost  orum  custumarum  spectanciun)  ad  eandem  villam  videlicet  de 
Nicholas  exitibus  et  omnibus  aliis  proficuis  dictam  villam  contingentibus 

CoUePc8tori    et  ad  illam  venientibus  et   in   eadem   venditi8  et  inde  abductis 

of  Customs  videlicet  a    festo   sancti   Michaelis   Archangel!   anno    regni   domini 

Port  of        Edwardi  nuPer   ReSis   Angllae   Avi  nostri   (tertii)   post  conquestum 

Southamp-  quintodecimo    finiente   usque   decimum    diem    Februar"    proxime 

1399-im    sequentem  anno  sextodecimo,  et  ab  eodem  decimo  die  Februar" 

usque  festum  sancti   Michaelis  proxime  sequentem.     In   qua  quidem 

baga  inter  alia  compertum  est  quod  iidem  Johannes  et  Ricardus 

reddiderunt   compotum    p«   custuma    de    Ix1    viiis    ferr1    in    dicta 

villa    venientis,    et    inde    extra    portam     adduct1    per    taleam    la 

jtt   v  d.    unde   summa    xxv  s.   iiii  d.2      Quae   omnia   et  singula 

tarn   pro  commodo  nostro   in   hac  parte   quam    ad   p^secucVem 

Burgensiura  villae  nostrae  predictae  sub  sigillo  scaccarii  nostri  predicti 

duximus  exemplificanda.     In  cuius  rei   testimoniu™  has  lltteras 

nostras  fieri   fecimus  patentes.      Teste   W.    Forde  apud   West- 

monasteriam  viio  die  Qctobris  Anno  regni  n°stri  secuudo.      Per  rotnlum 

de  particalis  compoti   predictorum  Johaunis  et  Nich01i  in  thesauro 

existentis  et  per  Barones. 


1  The  Hist.  MSS.  Com.  Report  quite  wrongly  assigns  this  letter  to  Henry  VII.    John  Frost  (or 
Forst)  was  mayor  in  1399,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III  (our  grandfather).    There  is  a  difficulty  with 
regard  to  Sampson,  who  was  bailiff  in  1334  and  1341,  but  apparently  not  in  1339  (v.  Davies,  Hist,  of 
Southampton,  p.  171). 

2  My  explanation,  I  plead,  is  ingenious,  but  I  fear  is  not  sound.    For  p.  t.  (per  taleam)  t>.  Dialogus 
de  8caccario  in  Stubbs,  Select  Charters,  p.  192.    i  may  mean  "  la  livre  Monetaire,"  or  troy  weight, 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting. 

Know  ye  that  we  have  inspected  a  certain  bag  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  account  of  John  Frost,  late  mayor  of  the  town  of 
Southampton,  and  of  Nicholas  Sampson,  Junior,  then  bailiff 
of  the  same  town,  the  collectors  of  the  customs  concerning  the 
same  town,  to  wit,  concerning  the  issues  and  all  other  profits 
touching  the  said  town  and  coming  to  it,  and  sold  in  the  same, 
and  therefrom  taken,  to  wit,  from  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  Lord  Edward, 
late  king  of  England,  our  grandfather,  (the  third)  after  the 
Conquest,  ending  at  the  tenth  day  of  February  next  following, 
in  the  sixteenth  year,  and  from  the  same  tenth  day  of  February 
to  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  next  following.  In  which  bag, 
amongst  other  things,  was  found  that  the  same  John  and  Richard 
have  rendered  account  for  the  customs  of  60  Ibs.  8  oz.  of  iron 
coming  to  the  said  town,  and  thence  carried  without  the  gate, 
reckoned  by  troy  weight  at  5d.  per  lb.,  whence  the  total  is 
255.  4d.  All  which  and  singular  as  well  for  our  convenience  in 
this  part  as  for  the  prosecution  of  the  burgesses  of  our  town 
aforesaid,  we  have  considered  should  be  exemplified  under  the 
seal  of  our  treasury  aforesaid.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have 
caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent. 

Witness,  W.  Forde,  at  Westminster,  on  the  seventh  day  of 
October,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.  [1400.] 

By  the  roll  of  the  particulars  of  the  account  of  the  aforesaid 
John  and  Nicholas  in  the  treasury,  and  by  the  barons. 


in  which  actual  coins  were  used  as  weights.  Another  explanation,  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
more  correct,  is  p.  t.  (pro  tolloneo)  ^  the  thousand  pounds,  5d.  In  the  former  case  we  make  iron  worth 
about  40/-  the  cwt.,  whereas  about  this  time  it  was  10/-  the  cwt.  In  the  latter  case  the  toll  at  South- 
ampton was  5d.  per  1000  Ibs.  This  was  probably  correct,  as  at  Sandwich  it  was  4d.  per  1000  Ib8.,  and  the 
tolls  at  Southampton  were  apparently  higher  than  those  at  the  Cinque  Ports. 
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Letters  No.  V. 

Patent  of 


2    HENRY  IV   (1401). 
Enrolments 

Roiiseof  the  HENRICUS  del  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Exchequer,  Hiberniae  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salutem. 
touching  Inspeximus  magnu™  Rotnlum  de  Anno  xvii°  Regis  Henrici 
Accounts  s'c^di  in  Hantona  in  haec  verba.  Ricardus  de  Limesia1  reddirtit 
Town6  of  comptum  de  Ixxvi  libris  et  vis.  et  xi  d.  blauds2  de  veteri  firma 
to°nfromP"  de  Hanton.  Et  de  cc  libris  blancis  de  nova  firma.3  In  thesam'° 
17  Henry  II  nich11.  Et  in  elemosinas  constitatas  militibus  de  templo4  i  mark. 
l°HenryIY.  Et  in  decimis5  constitutis  Monachis  de  Lira6  et  Cormeill7  xviii 
De  tempore  libri-  Et  in  lit>ertate8  constitutu  Johanni  Contrarotulatori9  Ix  s.  xd. 
Regis  <  Et  Capellano  et  vigilibus  et  portariio  de  Hanton  iiii  libri  xi  s. 
secimdi.  Inspeximus  etiam  magnum  Rotul"m  de  anno  xx°  eiusdem 

1171.  Regis  in  Hantona  in  haec  verba.  Robertus  de  Saucto  Laurentio1 
reddidit  comptum  de  xxxi  libris  et  xvi  s.  et  iiii  d.  blancis  de  veteri 
firma  de  Hanton.  Et  de  CC  libris  brmcis  de  nova  firma.  In 


i  mark.  Et  in  terris  datis  leprosis10  de  Sudhant  xxiii  s.  et  ii  d. 
in  ipsa  villa  de  Hanton.  Et  Canonicis  de  Sancto  Dionisio11 
vii  s.  et  ii  d.  in  quadam  terra  iuxta  porteswudam  per  breve 
Regis.  Et  in  decimis  constitntis  monachis  de  Lira  et  Cormeill 
xviii  libri.  Et  in  libertate  constituta  Contrarotulatori  Ix  s.  et  xd. 
1179.  Inspeximus  etiam  magnum  Rotnlum  de  anno  xxv  dicti  Regis 

in  Hantona  in  haec  verba.  Robertus  de  Sancto  Laurentio  uxor 
eius  pro  eo  reddidit  comptum  de  CC  libris  blancis  de  firma  de 
Hanton.  In  thesauro  Ixxiii  libri  et  vs.  blancis  in  ii  tallagiis12.  Et 


1  Evidently  the  sheriff  (see  below,  1199),  although  William  de  St.  Lawreuce  was  bailiff  in  1205 
(Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  170). 

2  Blanched  or  tried  silver.    Out  of  a  certain  quantity  of  silver,  twenty  shillings  were  melted  down, 
and  the  quality  of  the  rest  was  judged  by  this  pound  (Dialogue  de  Scaccario,  ed.  Stubbs,  p.  183. 
v.  Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  30  n.).    The  word  does  not  occur  after  1179. 

s  The  "old"  and  "  new"  farm  mean  the  previous  and  current  years'  rents. 

4  The  Knights  Templar  were  founded  in  1119,  and  were  admitted  into  England  in  the  reign  of 
Stephen.    Southampton  first  paid  this  annual  alms  in  1159. 

5  Tithes  were  first  legally  enforced  by  the  Church  in  787. 

6  The  Abbey  of  Lira  was  founded  by  William  Fitz  Osbern,  kinsman  of  William  I,  in  the  diocese  of 
Evreux.    The  Church  of  St.  John  was  granted  by  him  to  the  Abbey. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting. 

We  have  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  seventeenth  year  of 
King  Henry  the  Second  in  Southampton,  in  these  words  :  Richard 
de  Limesey  has  rendered  account  of  £j6  6s.  nd.  tested  coin  for 
the  old  farm  of  Southampton.  And  of  £200  also  tested  for  the 
new  farm.  Paid  to  the  treasury,  nothing.  And  for  the  alms 
appointed  to  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the 
tithes  appointed  to  the  monks  of  Lira  and  Cormeill,  £18.  And 
for  the  livery  appointed  for  John  our  Controller,  6os.  lod. 
And  for  the  chaplain  and  guards  and  porters  of  Hampton,  £\  us. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  great  roll  of  the  twentieth  year 
of  the  same  king  in  Hampton  in  these  words :  Robert  de  St. 
Laurence  has  rendered  account  of  £31  i6s.  4d.  of  the  old  farm 
of  Hampton.  And  of  ^"200  of  the  new  farm.  To  the  treasury, 
nothing.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for  the  knights  templar, 
one  mark.  And  for  the  lands  given  to  the  lepers  of  South- 
ampton, 235.  2d.,  in  the  same  town  of  Hampton.  And  to  the 
canons  of  St.  Denys,  75.  2d.,  in  a  land  near  Portswood,  by  the 
king's  writ.  And  for  the  tithes  appointed  to  the  monks  of 
Lira  and  Cormeill,  £18.  And  for  the  livery  appointed  for  the 
controller,  6os.  lod. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  great  roll  of  the  twenty-fifth  year 
of  the  said  king  in  Hampton,  in  these  words  :  Robert  of  St. 
Laurence,  his  wife  has  rendered  account  for  him  of  the  ^"200 
for  the  farm  of  Hampton.  To  the  treasury,  £73  55.  in  two 


7  From  the  Domesday  Book  the  Abbev  of  Cormeilles  had  the  custom  of  one  house  In  the  town. 
Henry  V  transferred  the  payment  to  the  Priory  of  Jesus  of  Bethlehem,  which  he  had  founded  at  Sheen. 

8  Livery,  i.e.,  wages. 

»  John  the  Controller  is  mentioned  as  early  as  1155  (v.  Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  29).  The 
controller  was  originally  the  contrataliator  who  kept  the  counter  tallies.  Here  he  is  called  the  contra- 
rotulator  or  controller  of  the  accounts. 

10  This  (1174)  was  probably  the  date  of  the  foundation  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  for 
lepers.    The  name  still  exists  in  a  corrupted  form  in  West  Marlands  (W.  Magdalens).    There  were  two 
large  tracts  of  land,  one  east  of  London  Road,  the  other  west,  belonging  to  the  Hospital,  which  itself 
was  probably  situated  on  t  he  West  Marlands. 

11  The  Priory  of  St.  Denys,  of  which  some  ruins  still  exist,  was  founded  by  Henry  I,  c.  1124.    It  was 
dissolved  in  1536. 

w  A  tallage  was  a  tax  imposed  upon  the  burgesses  when  the  king  was  in  need. 
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in  elern°9tmis  constltntis  militibus  de  templo  i  mark.  Et  in 
terris  dat19  leprosis  de  Sudhant  xxiii  s.  et  ii  d.  in  ipsa  villa. 
Et  Canonicis  de  sancto  Dionisio  vii  s.  et  ii  d.  in  quadam  terra 
iuxta  porteswudam.  Et  in  decim19  constitutis  Monacbl9  de  Lira 
et  de  Cormaill  xviii  librl.  Et  in  libertate  Johauni  Contrarot°- 
latori  Ix  s.  et  x  d. 

De  tempore      Inspeximus    etiam    magnu111    Rotulum    de    anno    iiii10    Regis 

Rhfardi        Ricardi    primi    in    Hanton    in   haec   verba.       Willelmus   Briewerre 

Primi-          reddldlt  comptum  de  Cvi  libris  xiii  s.    iiii  d.  de  firma  de  Hanton. 

93.       In   thesaur0  xiiii  s    et  vi  ^     Et  in  elem°sunis  constitut"  militibus 

de  templo  i  mark  in  decim19  constitntis  monachis  de  Lira  et 
Cormeill  xviii  libri.  Et  in  terris  datis  leprosis  de  Sudhanton 
xxiii  s.  ii  d.  Et  Canonicis  de  Sancto  Dionisio  vii  s.  ii  d.  in 
terra  porteswuda. 

H99.1  Inspeximus  etiam  magnum  Rotlllnm  de  anno  x°  eiusdem 
Reg19  in  Sudhanton  in  haec  verba.  Vicccomls  Suthamtonae 
reddldlt  compttim  de  Cvi  libris  xiii  s.  iiii  d.  de  firma  de  Sud- 
hanton. In  thesauro  xiii  libri  xi  s.  ix  d.  -  Et  in  elemosnnis 
constitutis  militibus  de  templo  i  mark.  Et  in  decimis  con- 
stitntis  monachis  de  Lira  et  Cormailles  xviii  libri.  Et  in  terris 
datis  leprosis  de  Sudhanton  xxiii  s.  et  ii  d.  Et  canonicis  de 
saneto  Dionis10  viis.  et  ii  d.  in  terra  de  porteswode. 

De  tempore     Inspeximus  etiam  magnu111  Rotnlum  de  anno  ix  Reg19  Johannis 
Joehannis.     in    Sudhanton    in    haec   verba.       Homines    Sudhanton   reddiderunt 

1208.  comptnm  de  CC  libris  de  firma  de  Suhanton  cum  portesmue. 
In  thcsanro  xx  librl  et  dimidinm  mark.  Et  in  elemosuni9  constitutis 
militibus  de  templo  i  mark.  Et  in  decimis  constitntl9  monach18 
de  Lyra  et  de  Cormeilles  xviii  libri.  Et  in  terris  datis  leprosis 
de  Sudhanton  xxiii  s.  et  ii  d.  Et  cononicis  de  sancto  Dionis10 
vii  s.  et  ii  d.  in  terra  de  portesmue.2 

1210.  Inspeximus    etiam    magnum   Rot"lum    de    anno   xi°   eiusdem 

Reg19  in  Sudhanton  in  haec  verba.  Homines  de  Sudhanton 
reddidemnt  comptam  de  cccc  Hbris  de  firma  ^U'e  su&e  de  anno 

preterito    et    hoc   anno.      In    thesauro    Ivi    libri.      Et    in    elem°9nnls 


1  In  this  year  the  town  purchased  Its  fee-farm  (with  that  of  Portsmouth)  for  £100  and  an  annual 
rental  of  £200. 

2  Carelessly  written  for  "  Porteswode."    Portswood  doubtless  was  the  wood  near  the  town  gate. 
The  name  of  Portsmouth  dates  from  the  time  when  the  commodious  harbour  was  used  as  a  portttt  by 
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tallages.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for  the  knights  templar, 
one  mark.  And  for  the  lands  given  to  the  lepers  of  South- 
ampton, 235.  2d.,  in  the  same  town.  And  to  the  canons  of  St. 
Denys,  75.  2d.,  in  a  land  near  Portswood.  And  for  the  tithes 
appointed  to  the  monks  of  Lira  and  Cormaill,  ^"23.  And  for 
the  livery  for  John  the  Controller,  6os.  lod. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  great  roll  of  the  fourth  year  of 
King  Richard  the  First  in  Hampton,  in  these  words :  William 
Briewerre  has  rendered  account  of  £106  135.  4d.  of  the  farm  of 
Hampton.  In  the  treasury,  145.  6d.  And  for  the  alms  appointed 
to  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the  tithes  appointed 
for  the  monks  of  Lira  and  Cormeill,  £18.  And  for  the  lands 
given  to  the  lepers  of  Southampton,  235.  2d.  And  to  the  canons 
of  St.  Denys,  75.  2d.,  in  the  land  of  Portswood. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  tenth  year  of  the 
same  king  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The  sheriff  of 
Southampton  has  rendered  account  of  the  £106  135.  4d.  of  the 
farm  of  Southampton.  In  the  treasury,  ^"42  us.  gd.  And  for 
the  alms  appointed  for  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And 
for  the  tithes  appointed  for  the  monks  of  Lira  and  Cormailles, 
£18.  And  for  the  lands  given  to  the  lepers  of  Southampton, 
235.  2d.  And  to  the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  75.  2d.,  in  the  land 
of  Portswood. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  great  roll  of  the  ninth  year 
of  King  John  in  Southampton,  in  these  words  :  The  men  of 
Southampton  have  rendered  account  of  £"200  of  the  farm  of 
Southampton,  together  with  that  of  Portsmouth.  In  the 
treasury,  £20  and  half-a-mark.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for 
the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the  tithes  appointed 
for  the  monks  of  Lira  and  Cormeilles,  £18.  And  for  the  lands 
given  to  the  lepers  of  Southampton,  235.  2d.  And  to  the  canons 
of  St.  Denys,  75.  2d.,  in  the  land  of  Portsmouth  ( ?  Portswood). 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  eleventh  year 
of  the  same  king  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The  men  of 
Southampton  have  rendered  account  for  £"400  of  the  farm  of 
their  town  for  the  last  two  years.  In  the  treasury,  £56.  And 


the  Romans.  But  when  we  read  in  the  Saxon  chronicle  that  Portsmouth  dei  lve§  its  name  from  a  Saxon 
chieftain  of  the  name  of  Port,  who  landed  there,  we  conclude  at  ouce  that  the  name  of  Port  Is  eponymic, 
that  no  such  personage  ever  existed  except  in  the  imagination  of  some  early  historical  speculator. 
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constltutis  militibus  de  tempi0  ii  mark.1  Et  in  Secim13  con- 
stitutis  monachis  de  Lyra  et  Cormeilles  xxxvi  libri.  Et  leprosis 
de  Sudhanton  xlvi  s.  et  iiii  d.  Et  canonicis  de  sancto  Dionis10 
xiiii  s.  et  iiii  d.  in  terra  de  portesmue.  Et  in  Kingesland  quem 
canonic1  sancti  Dionisii  habent  x  libri. 

Detempore      Inspeximus   etiam    magnum    Rotulum    de    anno    xiiii0    Regis 
Helrici        Henrici  tercii  in  Suhamton  in   haec  verba.      Homines   de   Suhamton 

tCPtii.  reddidernnt    comptnm     de     QQ    ^bris    de     firma    yillae     g^         jn     theSanro 

1230.  i  liM>      Et   in   Elemosunis  constltutis  militibus   de   templo  i  mV. 
Et   in   decimis  constituti9   monachis   de    Lira  ix  libri  et  v  s.      Et 
monachis    de    Cormailles    viii  libri    et    xv  s.        Et    leprosis    de 
Suhamton  xxiii  s.  et  ii  d.      Et  Canonicis   de  sancto  Dionis10  vii  s. 
et  ii  d.  in  terra  de  porteswode.     Et  in  Kyngesland  qnam  predicti 
Canonici  habent  C  s. 

1231.  Inspeximus    etiam   magnum   Rotnlnm   de    anno   xv°   eiusdem 
Regis    in    Suhamton    in    haec    verba.       Homines    Suhamton    reddlderunt 
comptum  de  CC  libri3  de  firma  villae  suae.     In  thesanro  xxxix  Ii. 
Et  in  elemosunis  constitutls  militibus   de   templo   i    mark.      Et  in 
decim18  const't11118  monachis  de  Lira  ix  Ii.  et  v  s.     Et  monachis 
de   Cormailles   viii  Ii.  et  xv  s.      Et  leprosis   Suthamton  xxxiii  s. 
et   ii  d.2       Et   canonicis    sancti    Dionis11    vii  s.    ii  d.    in   terra   de 
porteswode.       Et     in     Kynggeslond     quam     predicti     canonici 
habent   C  s. 

1247.  Inspeximus    etiam     magnum    Roturm    de    anno    xxxi°    dicti 

Regis  in  Suthampton  in  haec  verba.     Homines  de  Suthampton 

reddiderunt    comptum     de     QQ  ^       de     firma     yillae     Su&Q          jn     the8anrQ 

xv  Ii.  xvii  s.  iii  d.  et  obelus.  Et  in  elemoslais  constitutls  milit- 
ibus de  templo  i  mark.  Et  in  elemosinis  constltutis  monachis  de 
Lira  ix  Ii.  et  v  s.  Et  monachis  de  Cormailes  viii  Ii.  et  xv  s. 
Et  leprosis  Suthampton  xxxiii  s.  ii  d.  Et  canonicis  de  sancto 
Dionis10  viii  s.  et  ii  d.  in  terra  de  Porteswyk.3  Et  in  Kynges- 
lond  qnam  predlcti  canonici  habent  C  s. 

1272.  Inspeximus    etiam    magnum   Rotulum   de    anno   Ivi   eiusdem 

Regis    in    Suthamton     in     haec     verba.       Homines     de    Suthamton 


i  The  mark  was  a  Venetian  coin,  stamped  with  the  winged  lion  of  St,  Mark,  and  since  Venice  was 
banker  to  half  the  world,  it  became  of  universal  use. 
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for  the  alms  appointed  for  the  knights  templar,  two  marks. 
And  for  the  tithes  appointed  to  the  monks  of  Lira  and  Cor- 
meilles,  £36.  And  for  the  lepers  of  Southampton,  465.  4d.  And 
for  the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  145.  4d.,  in  the  land  of  Portsmouth 
( ?  Portswood).  And  in  Kingsland,  which  the  canons  of  St. 
Denys  hold,  £10. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  great  roll  of  the  fourteenth  year 
of  King  Henry  the  Third  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The 
men  of  Southampton  have  rendered  account  of  ,£"200  of  the 
farm  of  their  town.  In  the  treasury,  £50.  And  for  the  alms 
appointed  to  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the 
tithes  appointed  to  the  monks  of  Lira,  £g  55.  And  to  the 
monks  of  Cormailles,  £8  155.  And  to  the  lepers  of  Southamp- 
ton, 233.  2d.  And  to  the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  75.  2d.,  in  the 
land  of  Portswood.  And  in  Kingsland,  which  the  aforesaid 
canons  hold,  loos. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  great  roll  of  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  same  king  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The  men  of 
Southampton  have  rendered  account  of  the  £"200  of  the  farm 
of  their  town.  In  the  treasury,  £"39.  And  for  the  alms 
appointed  for  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the 
tithes  appointed  for  the  monks  of  Lira,  £9  55.  And  for  the 
monks  of  Cormailles,  £8  155.  And  for  the  lepers  of  Southamp- 
ton, 335.  2d.  And  for  the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  75.  2d.,  in  the 
land  of  Portswood.  And  in  Kingsland,  which  the  aforesaid 
canons  hold,  loos. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  thirty -first  year 
of  the  said  king  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The  men  of 
Southampton  have  rendered  account  of  the  £200  of  the  farm 
of  their  town.  In  the  treasury,  £15  175.  3^d.  And  for  the  alms 
appointed  to  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the 
alms  ( ?  tithes)  appointed  for  the  monks  of  Lira,  £9  55.  And 
to  the  monks  of  Cormailes,  £8  155.  And  to  the  lepers  of  South- 
ampton, 335.  2d.  And  to  the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  8s.  2d.,  in 
the  land  of  Portswick  ( ?  Portswood).  And  in  Kingsland,  which 
the  aforesaid  canons  hold,  loos. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  fifty-sixth  year 
of  the  same  king  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The  men  of 


2  Either  a  mistake  of  the  scribe,  which  is  repeated  throughout,  or  the  lepers  benefit  by  another  10/- 
annually. 

3  Another  variation  for  Portswood.    Note  also  that  the  canons  get  another  •hilling. 
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reddiderunt  comptnm  de  CC  li.  de  firma  villae  suae.  Et  de  xxvi  li. 
xi  s.  viii  d.  de  remrente  eiusdem  de  anno  preterito.  In  thesauro 
nich11.  Et  in  elemosinis  constitutis  militibus  de  templo  i  mark. 
Et  in  elemosinis  constitutas  monachis  de  Lira  ix  li.  v  s.  Et 
monachis  de  Cormailes  viii  li.  xv  s.  Et  leprosis  Suthamton 
xxxiii  s.  ii  d.  Et  Canonicis  de  Sancto  Dionis10  viii  s.  ii  d. 
in  terra  de  Suthewyk.1  Et  in  Kyngeston2  quam  predicti 
canonici  tenent  C-s. 

Detempore  Inspeximus  etiam  magnu™  Rotulum  de  anno  iiiito  Regis 
Bdwlrdi  Edwardi  nlu  Regis  Henrici  in  Item  de  Suthamton  in  haec 
primi.  verba.  Homines  Suthamton  reddiderunt  comptQm  de  1  li.  de  firma 

1276.  viUae      suae      de      ultjma      qnarta      parte      anni      g^      continetnr      fa 

Rotulo  principali  et  per  breve  Regis  in  quo  continetnr  qnod 
Rex  perdonavit  burgensibus  suis  Suthamtonlae  quantum  in  eo 
est  transgressionem3  ei  illatam  per  eosdem  ob  qnam  villa 
predicta  capta  fuit  in  manum  Regis  per  consideracVem  Curlae 
suae  et  villam  illam  burgensibus  reddidit  habendam  et  tenendam 
in  eodem  statu  quo  illam  tenuerunt  ante  capcV'em  pre- 
dictam  reddendam  inde  ad  scaccariam  annuam  firmam  prius 
inde  debitam  et  consuetam  cum  Incremento  quadraginta 
marcarum  annuarum  de  quo  cremento  responderunt  infra  de 
x  marcis  de  predicta  ultima  quarta  parte  anni.  Et  debent  L  li. 
Et  respondernnt  infra.  lidem  debent  redditum  comptum  de  vi  li. 
et  i  mr.  de  novo  cremento  sicut  supra  contlnetnr.  Et  de  L  li. 
de  remanendo  firmae  suae  sicut  supra  continetur.  In  thesaaro  nich11. 
Et  in  elemosinis  constitatis  militibus  de  templo  i  mark.  Et  in 
elemosini9  constitntis  monachis  de  lira  iv  li.  v  s.  Et  monachis 
de  Cormeiles  viii  li.  et  xv  s.  Et  leprosis  de  Suthamton  xxxiii  s. 
et  ii  d.  Et  canonicis  de  sancto  Dionisio  viii  s.  ii  d.  in  terra 
de  Sutwyk.  Et  in  Kyngesland  quam  predlcti  canonici  tenent 
C  s.  Et  factae  sunt  eis  istae  allocaeVes  quia  semper  redd- 
untur  ad  festum  sancti  Michaelis.  Et  debent  xxx  li.  xviii  s. 
et  viii  d. 

1277.  Inspeximus  etiam  magnum  Rotalum  de  anno  qulnto  eiusdem 

Reg18    in    Suhamton    in     haec     verba.       Homines     de     Suthamton 


1  The  scribe  has  now  become  very  careless.    Of  course  still  Portswood. 

2  Should  be  Kinggland. 
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Southampton  rendered  account  of  the  £200  of  the  farm  of  their 
town.  And  of  the  £26  us.  8d.  for  the  remainder  of  the  same 
for  the  year  past.  In  the  treasury,  nothing.  And  for  the  alms 
appointed  to  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the  alms 
appointed  to  the  monks  of  Lira,  £9  55.  And  for  the  monks  of 
Cormailes,  £8  155.  And  for  the  lepers  of  Southampton,  335.  2d. 
And  for  the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  8s.  2d.,  in  the  land  of  South- 
wick  ( ?  Portswood).  And  in  Kingston  ( ?  Kingsland),  which  the 
aforesaid  canons  hold,  loos. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  great  roll  of  the  fourth  year  of 
King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Henry,  in  the  same,  of  South- 
ampton, in  these  words  :  The  men  of  Southampton  have  rendered 
account  of  the  £50  of  the  farm  of  their  town  for  the  last  quarter, 
as  is  contained  in  the  principal  roll  and  by  the  king's  writ  in 
which  is  contained,  because  the  king  pardoned  to  his  burgesses 
of  Southampton,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  the  transgression  done 
against  him  by  the  same,  on  which  account  the  aforesaid  town 
was  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  king  by  judgment  of  his  court, 
and  he  restored  that  town  to  the  burgesses,  to  be  had  and  held 
in  the  same  condition  as  they  held  it  before  the  aforesaid 
surrender,  rendering  thenceforth  to  the  exchequer  the  annual 
farm  in  former  times  owed  and  accustomed  with  the  increase 
of  forty  marks  annually,  of  which  increase  they  have  accounted 
below  for  ten  marks  of  the  aforesaid  last  quarter.  And  they 
owe  £50.  And  they  have  accounted  below.  The  same  owe 
the  account  rendered  of  £6  and  one  mark  of  the  new  increase 
as  above  is  contained.  And  of  the  £50  of  the  remainder  of  their 
farm  as  above  contained.  In  the  treasury,  nothing.  And  for  the 
alms  appointed  for  the  knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for 
the  alms  appointed  for  the  monks  of  Lira,  £"4  55.  And  for  the 
monks  of  Cormeiles,  £8  155.  And  for  the  lepers  of  Southamp- 
ton, 335.  2d.  And  for  the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  8s.  2d.,  in 
the  land  of  Southwick  ( ?  Portswood).  And  in  Kingsland,  which 
the  aforesaid  canons  hold,  loos.  And  these  allocations  have 
been  done  for  them  because  they  are  always  rendered  at  the 
Feast  of  St.  Michael.  And  they  owe  £30  i8s.  8d. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  fifth  year  of  the 
same  king  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The  men  of  South- 

3  The  king  had  seized  the  town  into  hii  hands  apparently  for  wounding  his  bailiff  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty,  but  restored  it  with  an  increase  of  forty  marks  to  the  farm  (Rot.  Parl.,  I,  58a,  says  £20). 
This  increase  lasted  until  1530,  when  it  was  remitted  by  an  act  of  Henry  YIIl  (Davies,  Hist,  oj  South- 
ampton, p.  33).  Henceforth,  after  deducting  the  usual  alms,  the  farm  amounted  to  £200  19a.  8d. 
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1278. 


1284. 


rcddideront   comptnm   de    QQ  ^      de    firma    v^&  5^    sicut    COnt^tTir  jn 

Rotnlo  precedente.  Et  xxvi  li.  et  i  mr.  de  novo  cremento 
eiusdem  sicut  continetur  ibidem.  In  thesauro  nich11.  Et  in  elem°8inls 
constitutls  miiitibus  de  templo  i  mark.  Et  in  elemosinls  consti- 
tutls  monachis  de  lira  ix  li.  v  s.  Et  monachis  de  Cormailes 
viii  li.  et  xv  s.  Et  leprosis  de  Suthamton  xxxii  s.  et  ii  d.  Et 
Canonicis  de  Sancto  Dionis10  viii  s.  et  ii  d.  in  terra  de  Sutwyk. 
Et  in  Kyngeston  quem  predicti  canonici  tenent  C  s.  Sicut  dictae 
allocanciae  allocantur  eis  in  Rotul°  lvi°  Regls  Henrlci  tercii. 

Inspeximus  etiam  magnum  Rotulum  de  anno  sexto  dlcti 
Regis  Edwardl  in  Registro  Suthampton  in  haec  verba.  Homines 
de  Suthamptone  reddiderunt  comptura  de  CC  li.  de  firma  villae 
suae  sicut  contlnetur  in  Rotulo  iiiito.  Et  xxvi  li.  i  mark  de  novo 
cremento  eiusdem  sicut  continetur  ibidem.  In  thesauro  cxxxii  li. 


Et   in  elemc 


constitul  3   miiitibus   de   templo 


mark. 


Et  in 

elemosinis  constitutis  monachis  de  lira  ix  li.  et  v  s.  Et  monachis 
de  Cormailes  viii  li.  et  xv  s.  Et  leprosis  de  Suthamton  xxxii  s. 
et  ii  d.  Et  canonicis  de  sancto  Dionis10  viii  s.  et  ii  d.  in  terra 


de   Sutwyk. 
Cs. 


Et  in    Kyngeston   quem   predicti    canonici    tenent 


Inspeximus   etiam   magnum    RotTm   de    anno   xii°   eiusdem 
Regis  Edw    '  in  Suthamt011  in  haec  verba.     Homines  de  Suthamton 
de  CC  li.   de  firma  villae  suae   sicut   continetur 


redd       l  comptmn 


•  otul. 


in  ROLl"o  ihilu.  Et  de  xxvi  li.  i  mV  de  novo  cremento 
eiusdem  sicut  contlnetur  ibldem.  In  thesauro  nich11.  Et  in 
elemosims  constit"tis  miiitibus  de  templo  i  mark.  Et  in  elemosini8 
constit..tis  monachis  de  lira  ix  li.  v  s.  Et  monachis  de  Cor- 
mailes viii  li.  xv  s.  Et  leprosis  de  Suthamton  xxvii  s.  ii  d.1  Et 
canonicis  de  sancto  Dionis10  viii  s.  ii  d.  in  terra  de  Sutwyk. 
Et  in  Kyngesle  (sic)  que™  predicti  canonici  tenent  C  s.  Et 
debent  CC  li.  xix  s.  viii  d. 

Inspeximus  etiam  magnum  Rotulum  de  anno  xi°  Regis 
Edw  }  fil11  Reg18  Edwardl  in  Suhampton  in  haec  verba.  Homines 
villae  Suharaton  CC  li.  xix  s.  viii  d.  de  firma  villae  suae  et  incre- 
mento  pertllicnti  (ad)  elemosinas  allocatas  in  Rotulo  xii°  Reg19  Edwardi 


i  This  should  be  xxxii  s.  ii  d.  but  the  scribe  wrote  v  for  x. 
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ampton  have  rendered  account  of  the  £200  of  the  farm  of  their 
town  as  is  contained  in  the  preceding  roll.  And  the  £26  and 
one  mark  of  the  new  increase  of  the  same  as  is  contained  there. 
In  the  treasury,  nothing.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  to  the 
knights  templar,  one  mark.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for 
the  monks  of  Lira,  £g  55.  And  for  the  monks  of  Cormailes, 
£8  155.  And  for  the  lepers  of  Southampton,  325.  2d.  And  for 
the  canons  of  St.  Denys,  8s.  2d.,  in  the  land  of  Southwick 
( ?  Portswood).  And  in  Kingston  ( ?  Kingsland),  which  the  afore- 
said canons  hold,  loos.  As  the  allocations  are  allotted  to  them 
in  the  fifty-sixth  roll  of  King  Henry  the  Third. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  sixth  year  of  the 
said  King  Edward  in  the  register  of  Southampton,  in  these 
words :  The  men  of  Southampton  have  rendered  account  of  the 
£200  of  the  farm  of  their  town  as  is  contained  in  the  fourth 
roll.  And  the  £26  one  mark  of  the  remainder  of  the  new  increase 
of  the  same  as  is  contained  in  the  same  place.  In  the  treasury, 
£132.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for  the  knights  templar, 
one  mark.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for  the  monks  of  Lira, 
£g  53.  And  for  the  monks  of  Cormailes,  £8  155.  And  for  the 
lepers  of  Southampton,  325.  2d.  And  for  the  canons  of  St. 
Denys,  8s.  2d.,  in  the  land  of  Southwick  (Portswood).  And 
in  Kingston  (Kingsland),  which  the  aforesaid  canons  hold,  loos. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  twelfth  year 
of  the  same  King  Edward  in  Southampton,  in  these  words : 
The  men  of  Southampton  have  rendered  account  of  the  £200 
of  the  farm  of  their  town  as  is  contained  in  the  fourth  roll. 
And  of  the  £26  one  mark  the  remainder  of  the  new  increase  of 
the  same  as  is  contained  in  the  same  place.  In  the  treasury, 
nothing.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for  the  knights  templar, 
one  mark.  And  for  the  alms  appointed  for  the  monks  of  Lira, 
£g  53.  And  for  the  monks  of  Cormailes,  £8  155.  And  for  the 
lepers  of  Southampton,  275.  2d.  And  for  the  canons  of  St. 
Denys,  8s.  2d.,  in  the  land  of  Southwick  (Portswood).  And 
in  Kingsland,  which  the  aforesaid  canons  hold,  loos.  And  they 
owe  £200  195.  8d. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  eleventh  year 
of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Edward,  in  Southampton, 
in  these  words :  The  men  of  the  town  of  Southampton— 
£200  igs.  8d.,  for  the  farm  of  their  town  and  the  increase  pertain- 
ing to  the  alms  allotted  in  the  twelfth  roll  of  King  Edward,  the 
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filu   Regis    Henricl    sicut    continetur    in    R°tul°    xix°    et    xii°    quam 
villain   in    Regna   Angliae  habuit    ad   totam   vitam    suam    sicut 
continetur    in    Rotulo     predict°     quae    Rotula    obiit    xiiii    die    Febr 
hoc   anno. 
Detempore      Inspeximus  etiam  magnulu  Rotnlnm  de  anno  quinquagesimo 

EdSardi      Primo   ReSis   Edwardi   tercii    in   suhamton   in   haec  verba.      Homines 

tertii.          villae  Suhamton  debent  CC  li.  xix  s.  viii  d.  de  firma  et  cremento 

1377.       vinae  suae  pertinenti  ^  elemosinas  constitutas  sicut  continetur  in 

Rotulo  quinto  et   in  Rotulo   xiii   et   xi   Regis  prioris  et  in  Rotulo 

xii°  Regis  Edwardi  fil11  Regis  Henrici  et  in   Rotulo  iiiito.     De  quibus 

iidem  homines  reddiderunt  in  Item  Suhamton. 

Detempore      Inspeximus    etiam    magnum    Rotulum    de    anno    xvii°    Regis 

mfwdi        Ricardi   s6cnndi    in   Suhamton   in    haec    verba.       Homines   Suhamton 

secundi.       debeilt  CC  li.    xix  s.   viii  d.  de   firma  et   incremento   villae   suae 

1394.       pertiUL.nti  ^  elemosinas  constitutas  sicut  continetur  in  R°tul°  vto 

xiii0  et  xi°  Regis  Edwardi  fil"  Regis  Edwardi  et  in  Rotulo  xii°  Regi6 

Edwardi     filli     Regis     Heu,ici< 

De  tempore      Inspeximus    etiam    magnum    Rotulnm    de   -anno   primo    Regi8 

Hewici        Henrici    quarti    in    Suhamton     in     haec    verba.       Homines    villae 

quartl.         Suhamton   debe:it   CC  li.   xix  s.    viii  d.    de   firma    et    incremento 

1399.       viipe   Suae  pwtinentl  (ad)  elemosinas  constitutas  sicut   continetur 

in  R°tul°  v°  xiii0  et  xi°  Regis  Edwardi  fil"  Regis  Edwardi  in  Rotnlo 

xii°   Regis   Edwardi  fil"   Reg19   Heorici.      De   quibus  iidem   homines 

redcuderuat   in    item   s^an^on   quae   omnia   et   singula   premissa    ad 

supplicacVem  hominu™  villae  predictae  duximus  exemplifi- 
canda.  In  cuius  rei  testi^oniu111  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes.  Teste,  Venerabili  patre  H.  Bathonis  et  Wellen818 
Epi*cop0)i  Thesaurario  Angliae  apud  Westm°nasterinm  decimo  die 
Aprilis  Anno  rcgni  ii.2 


1  Henry  Dowet,  chaplain  of  Urban  VI  (Rymer,  Vol.  VII,  p.  569).  On  hia  return  to  England  be  was 
made  Archdeacon  of  Lincoln.  He  was  high  In  favour  with  Richard  II,  but  anxious  for  advancement, 
joined  the  Lancastrian  party.  In  1397  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  Aquitaine,  and  the  next  year 
Constable  of  Bordeaux  ( i&.,  Vol.  Till,  p.  43).  He  was  sentenced  to  death  as  an  adherent  of  Bolingbroke, 
but  was  reprieved.  In  1400  he  waa  made  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  In  1402  (?)  he  became  treasurer. 
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son  of  King  Henry,  as  is  contained  in  the  nineteenth  and  the 
twelfth  rolls,  which  town  he  held  in  the  realm  of  England  for 
his  whole  life,  as  is  contained  in  the  aforesaid  roll,  which  rolls 
he  examined  this  year  on  the  I4th  day  of  February. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  fifty-first  year 
of  King  Edward  the  Third  in  Southampton,  in  these  words : 
The  men  of  the  town  of  Southampton  owe  ^"200  195.  8d.  of 
the  farm  and  increase  of  their  town  pertaining  to  the  alms 
appointed,  as  is  contained  in  the  fifth  roll  and  in  the  thirteenth 
and  eleventh  rolls  of  the  former  king  and  in  the  twelfth  roll 
of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Henry,  and  in  the  fourth  roll, 
of  which  the  same  men  of  Southampton  have  rendered  account. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  seventeenth 
year  of  King  Richard  the  Second  in  Southampton,  in  these 
words :  The  men  of  Southampton  owe  £200  195.  8d.  for  the 
farm  and  increase  of  their  town  pertaining  to  the  alms 
appointed,  as  is  contained  in  the  fifth,  thirteenth  and  eleventh 
rolls  of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Edward,  and  in  the 
twelfth  roll  of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Henry. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  great  roll  of  the  first  year  of 
King  Henry  the  Fourth  in  Southampton,  in  these  words :  The 
men  of  the  town  of  Southampton  owe  £200  igs.  8d.  for  the 
farm  and  increase  of  their  town  pertaining  to  the  alms 
appointed,  as  is  contained  in  the  fifth,  thirteenth  and  eleventh 
rolls  of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Edward,  in  the  twelfth 
roll  of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Henry.  Concerning 
which  the  same  men  have  rendered  account  in  Southampton, 
all  and  singular  of  which  we,  at  the  petition  of  the  men  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  have  thought  fit  should  be  exemplified. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witness,  the  venerable  father  Henry,  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  the  Treasurer  of  England,  at  Westminster,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  April,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.  [1401.] 


He  succeeded  Scrope  as  Archbishop  of  York,  and  showed  great  zeal  against  the  Lollards.    He  died  in 
1423  and  was  buried  in  York  Minster,  his  tomb  facing  that  of  Scrope. 

a  The  Hitt.  M88.  Com.  Report  makes  this  to  be  ill.    But  a  closer  inspection  of  the  original  seems 
clearly  to  point  to  ii. 
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No.  YI. 

9  HENRY  IV  (1408). 

Letters  HENRICUS    dei    gratia   Rex   Angliae   et   Franciae    et    Dominus 

tt^B^OTi-  Hiberniae.  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salntem. 
of^certain  Sciatis  qu°d  inspeximus  irrotulamentum  cuiusdam  brevis 
Brief56'  D°mini  Rlchardi  nuper  Regis  Angliae  secundi  post  conquestum  de 
Rtehtrdii*  magno  sigillo  suo  Thesaurio  et  Baronibus  suis  de  scaccario 
fnthe  th  directi  ac  certificatlonis  eorundem  Thesaurio  et  Baronibus  in 
year  of  cancellaria  cuiusdem  nuper  Regis  pretextu  breyis  predicti 
?oSthelgn>  unacum  eodem  brevi  misso  in  memorandum  anni  quartidecimi 
Treasurer  dicti  nuper  Regis  videlicet  inter  brevia  directa  Baronibus  de 
termino  Paschae  eodem  anno  Rotulo  septimo  habitum  in 


Exchequer,  haec    Verba. 

Certificlte        Rex    Thesaurio    et     Baronibus     suis     de     scaccario,     salntem. 

Treasurer116  Volentes  ceteris  de  causis  certiorari  quae  et  cuiusmodi  antiquae 

and  Barons  custumae    solutae     fuerunt     pro     qualibet     lasta1     allecis,    picis, 

ancewith    butiminis  (?  bituminis)  et  cinerum  ac  pro  bofdis  vocatis  Ester- 

thesame      ichebord182  unacum   nominibus   mercatorum   dictas   mercandisas   in 

"1391        regnum    Angliae  adducencium   tempore    domini    Edwardi  fil11    Regis 

Henrici   quondam  Regis   Angliae   progenitoris  n°8V   et   deinceps 

temporibus     aliorum      progenitorum     nostrorum      in     portubus 

Suthamptoniae    Sandewyci    et    Wynchelse    et    qui    et    cuiusmodi 

homines    de    huiusmodi    custumis     temporibus     predictis     quieti 

esse  solebant.      Vobis   mandamus   quod   scrutatio   rotulis   com- 

potorum,     tolleorum,     custumarum      predictarum     et     aliorum 

ministrorum    de     temporibus     predictis     ac     aliis     memorandis 

scaccarii    predicti    premissa    tangentibus    nos    de    omni    eo    quod 

inde    inveneritis    in   Cancellariam   nostram    sub    sigillo    eiusdam 

scaccarii   distinct6   et   aperte   sine   dilatione   reddatis   certiores  hoc 

breve  nobis  permittentes.      Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westm.  xiimo  die 

Aprilis  anno  regni  n°9tri  quartodecimo.     Hoc  breve  remittitur  Can- 

cellar^6  unicum   certificat5one  super  permissis  facta  in  haec   verba. 


1  Last  (Sax  :  " Hlaestan "),  a  weight  or  measure,  of  white  herrings,  12  barrels;  of  red  herrings, 
20  casks ;  of  corn,  10  quarters ;  of  wool,  12  sacks  ;  of  hides,  12  dozen ;  of  pitch,  tar  or  ashes,  14  barrels  ; 
of  gunpowder,  24  firkins  of  100  Ibs.  each.    A  last  of  herrings  was  10,000  (Thorold  Rogers,  Hist,  of 
Agriculture,  Vol.  II,  p.  552).    A  barrel  of  herrings  cost  10/6  in  1388  and  7/10  in  1399  (t&.,  Vol.  II,  p.  557). 

2  I  take  this  to  mean  timber  from  the  kingdom  of  the  Easterlings,  whose  honesty  wag  ao  proverbial 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting. 

Know  ye  that  we  have  inspected  the  roll  of  a  writ  of 
Lord  Richard,  late  king  of  England,  the  second  after  the  Con- 
quest, of  the  great  seal,  to  his  treasurer  and  barons  of  the 
exchequer,3  of  the  direction  and  the  certification  of  the  same  to 
the  treasurer  and  barons  in  the  Chancellory  of  the  same  late 
king,  by  pretext  of  the  writ  aforesaid,  together  with  the  same 
writ  sent  as  a  memorandum  of  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  said 
late  king,  to  wit,  amongst  writs  directed  to  the  barons  from 
the  Easter  term  in  the  same  year  in  the  seventh  roll,  had  in 
these  words  : 

The  king  to  his  treasurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer,  greet- 
ing. We  willing  for  other  reasons  to  certify  what  and  what 
ancient  customs  were  paid  for  any  last  of  salt  fish,  pitch,  tar  and 
ashes,  and  for  the  boards  called  Eastland  boards,  together  with 
the  names  of  merchants  bringing  the  said  merchandise  into  the 
realm  of  England  in  the  time  of  the  Lord  Edward,  the  son  of 
King  Henry,  formerly  king  of  England,  our  progenitor,  and 
afterwards  in  the  times  of  other,  our  progenitors,  in  the  ports  of 
Southampton,  Sandwich  and  Winchelsea,  and  what  and  what 
kind  of  men  were  wont  to  be  quit  of  such  customs  in  the  times 
aforesaid.  We  bid  you  that  a  scrutiny  be  made  in  the  rolls  of 
the  accounts,  tolls,  customs  aforesaid,  and  of  other  servants  of 
the  times  aforesaid,  and  of  other  memoranda  of  the  exchequer 
aforesaid,  touching  us  of  all  that  which  therein  ye  shall  find 
to  be  rendered  to  our  Chancellory,  under  the  seal  of  the  same 
exchequer,  distinctly  and  fittingly,  without  delay,  more  certainly 
expounding  this  writ  to  us.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster, 
the  twelfth  day  of  April,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our  reign 
(1391).  This  writ  is  sent  back  to  the  Chancellory,  together  with 
the  certification  of  the  premises  made,  in  these  words  :  By 


that  their  coinage,  the  Easterling  (sterling)  money,  was  synonymous  with  undebased  coins.    Their 
country  was  that  from  which  the  Saxona  came. 

3  The  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  consist  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
and  three  other  barons,  who  are  the  sovereign  auditors  of  the  realm.  There  was  also  a  puisne  baron, 
who  administered  the  oath  to  all  high  sheriffs  and  under  sheriffs. 
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Pretextu  brevis  regii  huic  cedule  consuti  scrutatio  rotulis  de 
quibus  in  eodem  brevi  fit  mencio  compertum  est  in  Rotulis 
de  particulis  compoti  Thomae  atte  Marche1  nuper  Maioris 
Villae  Suthampton  et  Adem  Ineys  ballivi  cuiusdem  villae  et 
tollnetorum  custumarum  spectancium  ad  eandem  Villam 
videllcet  de  exitibus  et  omnibus  aliis  proficuis  Villam  predictam 
et  eius  libertatem  contingentlbus  ac  ad  illam  venientibus  et  in 
eadem  veniend18  et  inde  abduct18  a  festo  sancti  Michaelis  anno 
1341.  xv°  Regis  Edwardi  tercii  incipiente  usque  idem  festum  proximum 


seqnentem    inter    ^^    ^        j^    redc        u    ^     „    compot«  n    pro 

de  iiii  xv  barrellis  de  pyk  in  dlctam  villam  veniendis  et  inde 
extra  portum  abduct18  preclum  barrelli  ii  d.  Item  redditura  compotl 
pro  custuma  de  Ixxii  barrellis  de  tarra  in  dicta  villa  veniendis 
et  inde  extra  portum  abduct18  preclum  (le)  barrelli  ii  d.  Item 
redditum  compotum  pro  custuma  de  iui  x  barrellls  de  Sendres  in 
dictam  villam  veniend18  et  inde  extra  portum  abduct18  preclum 
(le)  barrelli  ii  d. 

Compertura  est  eciam  in  Rotulo  de  *  particulis  compoti 
Johannis  Forst2  nuper  Maioris  de  Villae  Suthampton  et  Nich01i 
Sampson  Junioris  ballivi  eiusdem  Villae  et  tollnetorum, 
custumarum  spectancium  ad  eandem  Villam  Videllcet  de 
exitibus  et  omnibus  aliis  proficuis  villam  predictam  contin- 
gent1^8 ac  ad  illam  venientibus  et  in  eadem  vendit18  et  inde 
1342.  abduct18  a  festo  Sancti  Michaelis  Archangeli  anno  regni  Regis 

anno  xvi°  et  ab  eodem  xmo  die  Febr.  usque  festum  Sancti 
Michaelis  proxlmum  seqoentem  inter  alia  sic.  Item  reddiderunt  com- 
potum  pro  custuma  de  xl  barill18  cinerum  in  dictara  Villa™ 
veniendis  et  inde  extra  portu™  predlctum  abduct18  precium  barill1 
ii  d.  summa  vi  s.  viii  d.  Item  reddlderunt  compotam  pro  custuma 
de  viginti  barill18  pic18  et  Tarr1  in  dictam  villam  venientlbn8  et 
inde  extra  portu™  abduct18  preciam  bar1!!1  ii  d.  summa  iii  s.  iiii  d. 


i  Thomas  del  (here  atte)  Marche  was  mayor,  and  Adam  Inweys  (here  Ineys)  senior  bailiff,  in  1340. 
The  Junior  bailiff  was  Robert  de  Colyngburne. 
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pretext  of  the  royal  writ  corresponding  accurately  with  this,  a 
scrutiny  in  the  rolls  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  same  writ, 
there  was  found  in  the  rolls  particulars  of  the  account  of  Thomas 
at  Marche,  late  mayor  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  and  of 
Adam  Ineys,  bailiff  of  the  same  town,  and  of  the  tolls,  customs 
concerning  the  same  town,  to  wit,  of  the  issues  and  all  other 
profits  touching  the  town  aforesaid  and  its  liberty,  and  coming 
to  that  town  and  to  come  in  the  same  and  therefrom  withdrawn, 
commencing  from  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael,  in  the  fifteenth  year 
of  King  Edward  the  Third  (1341),  to  the  same  Feast  next 
ensuing,  amongst  other  items  as  follows  : — 
Item  :  account  rendered  for  the  duty  on  4  score  and  15 
barrels  of  pitch  coming  into  the  said  town  and 

thence  carried  out  of  the  port per  barrel  2d. 

Item  :  account  rendered  for  the  duty  on  72  barrels  of 
tar  coming  into  the  said  town  and  thence  carried 

out  of  the  port per  barrel  2d. 

Item  :  account  rendered  for  the  duty  on  4  score  and  10 
barrels  of  sundries  coming  into  the  said  town  and 

thence  carried  out  of  the  port per  barrel  2d. 

It  is  found  also  in  the  roll  concerning  particulars  of  the 
account  of  John  Forst,  late  mayor  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
and  of  Nichol  Sampson,  junior  bailiff  of  the  same  town,  and  of 
the  tolls,  customs  regarding  the  same  town,  to  wit,  concerning 
the  issues  and  all  other  profits  touching  the  town  aforesaid,  and 
coming  to  it  and  sold  in  it  and  thence  carried  out,  from  the  Feast 
of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  afore- 
said King  Edward,  up  to  the  tenth  day  of  February  next  ensuing 
in  the  sixteenth  year,  and  from  the  same  tenth  day  of  February 
to  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing,  amongst  other  things 
as  follows : — 

Item :  they  have  rendered  account  for  the  customs  of 
40  barrels  of  ashes  coming  to  the  said  town  and 
carried  thence  from  the  said  port  per  barrel,  2d.  6s.  8d. 
Item :  they  have  rendered  account  for  the  customs  of 
20  barrels  of  pitch  and  tar  coming  to  the  said  town 
and  carried  thence  from  the  said  port  per  barrel,  2d.  35.  4d. 


2  John  Forst  was  mayor,  and  Nichol  Sampson  bailiff,  in  1341.    We  take  the  text  to  mean  Junior 
bailiff,  not  Nicholas  Sampson,  Junr.,  bailiff. 
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Item  reddiderunt  compotum  pro  custuma  de  xxi  last18  et  iiii  allec18 
rubrae  in  dictam  villam  venientlbus  et  extra  portura  abductis  preclu>n 

last1  xii  d.  Item  reddiderunt  compotum  pro  custuma  de  cc  iiii 
xvi  barmi9  picis  et  tarr1  in  dictam  villam  Venientibus  et  extra  portum 
abduct18  precilim  cuiuslibet  barell1  ii  d.  summa  xlix  s.  iiii  d. 

Compertum  est  insuper  in  Rotulo  de  particulis  compoti  Ricardi 
Imberdi1  Maioris  Villae  Suthamptoniae  de  exitu  custumarum 
1343.  eiusdem  villae  a  festo  sancti  Michaelis  anno  xvii°  dicti  Regis 
£dwardi  terc-«  ^^  conquestum  mcipiente  usque  festum  sanctae 
Luciae  Virginis2  proximum  sequentem  videlicet  per  visum  et  testi- 
monium  Wilhelmi  de  Badeby3  inter  alia  sic.  Item  reddlderult 
compotum  de  ii  s.  vi  d.  de  custuma  de  xv  barell18  ciner  m  pich18 
et  tarr1  in  dictam  villa™  venientlbus  videlicet  pro  custuraa  cuiusllbet 
barell1  ii  d.  Et  de  viii  d.  pro  custmna  de  iiii  barell18  in  dlcta 
villa  venditis  et  abinde  extra  portum  educt18  videlicet  pro  custuma 
cuiuslibet  barell1  ii  d. 

Compertura  est  insuper  in  quadam  baga  cum  particulis  compoti 
Hugonis  de  Helpeston  de  exitu  Customae  Villae  et  portus 

1359 t0  Sandewyci  de  annis  vicesimo  octavo  vicesimo  nono  tricesimo 
tricesimo  primo  tricesimo  secundo  et  prima  quarta  parte  anni 
tricesimi  tercii  in  quodam  videlicet  Rotulo  sic  intitulato. 
Recepta  custumae  de  Sandewyco  a  festo  sancti  Michaelis  anno 

1357.  regni  Regis  Edwardi  tricesimo  primo  usque  festura  Natal18 
d°mlnl  proxiuie  sequentem  inter  alia  sic.  De  Wilbelnio  ate  Herne 
de  v  last18  allecls  xx  d.  De  Elia  Port  pro  viii  last19  allec18 
ii  s.  viii  d.  De  Elia  Port  pro  ii  last18  allec18  viii  d.  De 
Barthelmo  Vantese  pro  vi  last18  et  demi  allec18  ii  s.  ii  d. 
De  Rogero  Truceman  de  ii  last18  allec19  viii  d.  De  Ricardo 

Tolle  de  ii  last18  allec19  viii  d.  De  eodem  Ricardo  de  M  ferr1 
hispani4  iiii  d.  et  ii  barella  pic18  ii  d. 


l  Richard  Imberb  was  also  M.P.  in  1341  and  1347  (Da vies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  pp.  200,  201). 

*  December  13th. 

3  William  de  Badeby,  or  Baddeby,  was  the  bailiff  in  1342  (ib.,  p.  172). 

*  Iron  was  a  valuable  commodity  and  was  largely  imported.    By  28  Edward  III  all  iron  made  in  the 
kingdom  or  imported  was  not  to  be  exported  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  value,  and  justices  were  appointed 
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Item :  they  have  rendered  account  for  the  customs  of 
21  lasts  and  4  of  red  salt  fish  coming  into  the  said 
town  and  carried  from  the  port  ...  per  last  I2d. 

Item :  they  have  rendered  account  for  the  customs  of 
200,  4  score  and  16  barrels  of  pitch  and  tar  coming 
into  the  said  town  and  carried  out  of  the  port,  for 

every  barrel,  2d Total   495.  4d. 

There   was   found,   moreover,    in    the    rolls    concerning    the 
particulars  of  the  account   of   Richard  Imberd,  mayor  of  the 
town  of  Southampton,  of  the  issue  of  the  customs  of  the  same 
town  from  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael,  beginning  from  the  seven- 
teenth year  of  the  said  King  Edward  the  Third  after  the  Con- 
quest, to  the  Feast  of  St.  Lucia  the  Virgin  next  ensuing,  that 
is  to  say,  on  the  view  and  testimony  of  William  de  Badeby, 
amongst  other  things  as  follows  : — 
Item :  they  have  rendered  account  for  2S.  6d.,  the  duty 
on  15  barrels  of  ashes,  pitch  and  tar,  coming  to  the 
said  town,  namely,  for  the  duty  on  each  barrel,  2d. 
And  for  8d.,  the  duty  on  4  barrels  sold  in  the  said 
town  and  thence  carried  out  of  the  port,  that  is  to 
say,  for  the  duty  on  each  barrel,  2d. 

There  was  found,  moreover,  in  a  bag  with  the  particulars 
of  the  account  of  Hugo  de  Helpeston,  of  the  issue  of  the  customs 
of  the  town  and  port  of  Sandwich  from  the  twenty-eighth, 
twenty-ninth,  thirtieth,  thirty-first,  thirty-second,  and  the  first 
quarter  of  the  thirty-third  year,  in  a  roll  thus  entitled  : — 

The  receipt  of  the  customs  of  Sandwich  from  the  Feast  of  St. 
Michael,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward,  to 
the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  next  ensuing,  amongst  other  items 
as  follows : — 

From  William  at  Herne,  for  5  lasts  of  salt  fish 2od. 

From  Elias  Port,  for  8  lasts  of  salt  fish 25.  8d. 

From  Elias  Port,  for  2  lasts  of  salt  fish 8d. 

From  Earth  Vantese,  for  6  lasts  and  a  half  of  salt  fish...      2s.  2d. 

From  Roger  Truceman,  for  2  lasts  of  salt  fish 8d. 

From  Richard  Tolle,  for  2  lasts  of  salt  fish        8d. 

From  the  same  Richard,  for  1,000  Ibs.  of  Spanish  iron  4d. 

and  2  barrels  of  pitch      2d. 

and  had  power  to  inquire  of  such  as  sell  iron  at  too  dear  a  price  and  to  punish  them.  By  1  Elizabeth  no 
trees  above  a  certain  size  were  to  be  used  for  the  making  of  iron,  and  no  new  iron  mills  were  to  be  erected 
in  Surrey,  Sussex  or  Kent.  Spanish  iron  was  introduced  in  the  thirteenth  century.  In  the  fifteenth  it 
was  bought  by  the  petra  of  14  Ibs.,  later  by  the  cwt.  or  ton.  Spanish  iron  was  dearer  than  Weardale,  in 
the  proportion  of  6  to  5.  The  price  of  iron  in  1400  was  10/-  a  cwt,,  and  in  1500  4/4  a  cwt. 
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Et  similiter  compertura  est  in  sex  rotulis  simul  consutis  in 
predicta  baga  existentibtl8  quorum  primus  Rotulus  sic 
intitulatur.  Recepta  custumae  de  Sandewico  a  festo  sancti 
1387.  Michaelis  anno  regni  Regis  Edwardi  tricesimo  primo  usque 
festum  Natal18  d°mini  proxime  sequentem  inter  alia  sic.  De 
Martino  de  Nape  pro  L  barell18  cinerum  Wode  iiii  s.  ii  d. 
De  Johanne  Kasumbred  pro  viii  barell18  picis  viii  d.  De 
Arnawo  Venkelescale  pro  iiii  barellis  cinerum  viii  d.  De  Clayo 
Borsin  pro  vii  last19  allecis  ii  s.  iiii  d.  De  Johanne  Gerdyn 
pro  i  dol10  et  ii  barell18  picis  vi  d.  De  Euardo  Fromhoke 
pro  ii  last19  allec19  viii  d.  De  Wilhelmo  Lambert  pro  iii  barell19 
picls  iii  d. 

Compertum  est  etiam  in  rotulis  de  particulis  compoti  Nich01i 

le    Archer    ballivi    de   Sandewyco    de    exitibus    ballivae    suae 

1327  to    a  xxiido    die    Novembrls  anno    regni    Regis   Edwardl    fil11    Regis 

1334.       Edwardi     primo     usque     xiiim    diem    Julii     anno    Regis    predicti 

octavo  inter  alia  sic. 

De    Arnald0    Lenres    pro    viii     last18     allec18-   ii  s.    viii  d.     pro 

last19   iiii  d. 
De  Arnald0  de  Boltwyk  pro  xii  last19  et  demi  allec19  iiii  s.  ii  d. 

pro  last18   iiii  d. 

De  Geraldo  de  Estlonde  de  vi  Millenar119  cupri  ii  d. 
De  Petro  ate  Hope  de  tribus  barell19  pich18  iii  d. 
De  Petro  Hunteman  de  xii  barell18  albi  allec18  xii  d. 

Compertum  est  etiam  in  quadam  baga  cum  particulis  compoti 
Johannis  fil11  Wilhelmi  Cundy  de  Sandewyco  ballivi  Regis 
ibidem  de  exitlbtl8  eiusdem  ballivae  a  festo  sancti  Michaelis 
13*3.  anno  xvii°  Regis  Edwardl  tercii  incipiente  usque  festum  sancti 
Michaelis  proxime  sequentem  videlicet  in  Rotulis  de  particulis 
eiusdem  compoti  inter  alia  sic.  In  primo  respondet  de 
iiii  d.  receptls  de  Henrlco  Wisseman  pro  custuma  c  bordornm 
adductornm. 

De  Johanne  Drynkewyn  et  Henrlco  Hoodkorn  pro  custuma  viii 
lastornm  allec19  et  xiii  barellornm  allec18  adductorum  v  dollorum 
vini  vii  dollorum  servislael  xii  baconum  et  xx  quarterlormn 
feV  eductornm  ix  s.  ii  d. 


i  ?  Cerevlsla. 
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And  likewise  there  was  found  in  six  rolls,  sewn  together, 
in  the  same  bag,  of  which  the  first  roll  is  thus  entitled  : — 

Receipts  of  the  customs  of  Sandwich  from  the  Feast  of  St. 
Michael,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward,  to 
the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  next  ensuing,  amongst  other  items 
as  follows  : — 
From  Martin  de  Nape,  for  50  barrels  of  wood  ashes     ...      45.  2d. 

From  John  Kasumbred,  for  8  barrels  of  pitch 8d. 

From  Arnald  Venkelescale,  for  4  barrels  of  ashes         ...  8d. 

From  Clay  Borsin,  for  7  lasts  of  salt  fish  25.  4d. 

From  John  Gerdyn,  for  i  cask  and  2  barrels  of  pitch  ...  6d. 

From  Evard  Fromhoke,  for  2  lasts  of  salt  fish  ...  8d. 

From  William  Lambert,  for  3  barrels  of  pitch  ...  3d. 

There  was  also  found  in  the  rolls  of  the  particulars  of  the 
account  of  Nicholus  le  Archer,  the  bailiff  of  Sandwich,  concern- 
ing the  revenues  of  his  bailiwick  from  the  twenty-second  day  of 
November,  in  the  first  year  of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King 
Edward,  to  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the 
aforesaid  king,  amongst  other  items  as  follows  :  — 
From  Arnald  Lenres,  for  8  lasts  of  salt  herrings,  at  4d. 

per  last 2s.  8d. 

From  Arnald  de  Boltwyk,  for  12  lasts  and  a  half  of  salt 

herrings,  at  4d.  per  last          ..      45.  2d. 

From  Gerald  de  Estlonde,  for  6,000  Ibs.  of  copper        ...  2d. 

From  Peter  at  Hope,  for  3  barrels  of  pitch         ...         ...  3d. 

From  Peter  Huntman,  for  12  barrels  of  white  salt  herrings        i2d. 

There  was  also  found  in  a  bag  with  the  particulars  of  the 
accounts  of  John,  the  son  of  William  Candy,  of  Sandwich,  the 
king's  bailiff  there,  concerning  the  receipts  of  the  same  bailiwick 
from  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael,  from  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth year  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  Feast  of  St. 
Michael  next  ensuing,  to  wit,  in  the  rolls  concerning  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  same  account,  amongst  other  items  as  follows  : — 

In  the  first  he  answers  for  4d.  received  from  Henry  Wisseman, 
for  the  customs  on  100  boards  imported. 

From  John  Drinkwine  and  Henry  Hoodkorn,  for  the 
customs  on  8  lasts  of  salt  fish  and  13  barrels  of  salt 
herrings  imported,  5  casks  of  wine,  7  casks  of  beer, 
12  sides  of  bacon,  and  20  quarters  of  iron  exported  95.  2d. 
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De  NichOIe  Reper  pro  custuma  viii  lastorum  xiiii  barellorum 
allecis  adductorum  et  v  dolioram  vini  et  i  barell1  servisiae  i 
pann°  lanucio  1  clewes  et  xx  quarteriornm  f'r1  educt1 
vii  s.  i  d. 

Compertum  est  etiam  in  quadam  baga  cum  particulis  compoti 
Roberti  de  Hadham  ballivi  villae  de  Sandewyco  de  exitibus 
ballivae  eiusdem  villae  a  xvi°  die  Julii  anno  trecesimo 

1359.  tercio      dicti      Regis       £dwardi       tercii       fim'ente       usque       festu™      SaDCti 

Michaelis    anno     tricesimo     quarto     finiente.        Et    ab    eodem 

1360.  festo  gancti  Mid^ei^  anno  xxxiiiio  usque   festum  Sancti  Michaelis 

proxime  sequentis  videlicet  in  Rotulis  de  particulis  compoti 
eiusdem  Roberti  a  dlcto  festo  sancti  Michaelis  anno  tricesimo 
quarto  usque  festura  sancti  Michaelis  proxime  sequenti9  inter  alia 
sic. 

De   Seg.   Gerardessone   pro   CC  Ostrichbord18   viii  d.  et  pro  iiii 

barell18  linae  et  farinae  iiii  d. 
De   Hermanno   Jonesson   de  Conyesburgh   et  Jacobo  Copines- 

sone    pro    iii    parvis    cistis   et   DC   parvis  bordis    ad    valorem 

iiii  li.  x  s.    singulis  ix  d. 

De  Martino  de  Westfale  pro  C  demi  de  Stokfyssh1  vi  d. 
De  Henrico  de  Coloigne  pro  Ixiiii   quarteriis  siliginis   adductis  per 

quarterium     qnadrante     xyi  d 

De  Tydimano  Hubek  pro  lino  Vendito  ad  valorem  xvii  s.  vi  d., 
j  d.  obelus  q™rterio. 

De  Petro  Petrissone  pro  iiii  barell18  albi  allecis  iiii  d. 
De  Roberto  Deryngessone  pro  xii  barell18  allecis  albi  xii  d. 

De  Courto  Clessyng  pro  MiMDCCCC  de  stokfyssh  per  centena 

iiii  d.,   ix  s.   viii  d. 

De  Tydimano  Hubek  pro  xii  barell18  pic19  xii  d. 
De  Tydimano   Emese    pro   liiii    barell18   butiminis   iiii  s.   vi  d. 

et  pro  i  pann°  lanut0  i  d. 
De  Hans    Crawell    pro     iiii    barell18    nucum    iiii  d.,    j    fardello 

pelliurn  agnorum  iiii  d.  et  pro  piscibos  minut18  vocatis  Scrayth2 

ad  valorem  Ix  li.,  x  s. 


1  Stockfish  are  such  fish  as  cod,  split  open  and  dried  in  the  sun  without  salting. 

2  Thorold  Rogers  mentions  no  flsh  called  scrayth, 
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From  Nichol  Reper,  for  the  customs  of  8  lasts,  14  barrels 
of  salt  herrings  imported,  and  5  casks  of  wine 
and  i  barrel  of  beer,  i  woollen  cloak,  50  balls  of 
thread  (?),  and  20  quarters  of  iron  exported  ...  js.  id. 

There  was  found  also  in  a  bag  with  the  particulars  of  an 
account  of  Robert  de  Hadham,  bailiff  of  the  town  of  Sandwich, 
of  the  receipts  of  the  bailiwick  of  the  same  town  from  the  six- 
teenth day  of  July,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  said  King 
Edward  the  Third,  ending  with  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year.  And  from  the  same  Feast  of  St.  Michael  in 
the  thirty-fourth  year  to  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing, 
namely,  in  the  rolls  of  the  particulars  of  the  same  Robert  from 
the  said  Feast  of  St.  Michael,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year,  to  the 
Feast  of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing,  amongst  other  items  as 
follows : — 

From  Seg.  Gerardson,  for  200  Eastland  boards 8d. 

and  for  4  barrels  of  flax  and  flour         4d. 

From  Herman  Jonesson,  of  Conyesburgh,  and  Jacob 
Copinesson,  for  3  small  chests  and  600  small  planks 

to  the  value  of  £\  i os.  each  gd. 

From  Martin,  of  Westphalia,  for  100  and  a  half  of  stock- 
fish    6d. 

From   Henry,  of   Cologne,  for   64   quarters   of  wheat 

imported  at  a  farthing  per  quarter i6d. 

From  Tydiman  Hubek,  for  flax  sold  to  the  value  of 

175.  6d ifd. 

From  Peter  Petrison,  for  4  barrels  of  white  salt  herrings  4d. 

From  Robert  Deryngesson,  for  12  barrels  of  white  salt 

herrings  I2d. 

From  Court  Clessyng,  for  2,900  Ibs.  of  stockfish,  at  4d. 

per  100 93.  8d. 

From  Tydiman  Hubek,  for  12  barrels  of  pitch  ...         ...          i2d. 

From  Tydiman  Emese,  for  54  barrels  of  tar       45.  6d. 

and  for  i  woollen  cloak id. 

From  Hans  Crawell,  for  4  barrels  of  nuts  4d. 

i  pack  of  lambs' skins     ...         ...         ...         ...  4d. 

and  for  small  fish  called  scrayth  to  the  value 

of  £60 los. 
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De  Henrico  Ralffesson  pro  x  ponderibns  lini  ii  d.  ob.,  iiii  barell18 

farinae  iiii  d.,  iiii  corlis  bourn  non  tannat18  ii  d.,  pro  MDCC 
demi    et    j    quartron   de   Ostrichebordis   videlicet  pro  centena 

iiiid.,  vs.  xi  d.,  et  pro  medietate  unins  navis  vendita  xii'd. 

c 

De  Henrico  Bledelaghe   pro   xiii   de   Ostrichebordis   iiii  s.    iiii  d. 

et  pro  medietate  unius  Navis  vendita  xii  d. 
De  Roydewynessone  de  Sordraght  x  busta1  vendita  ad  valorem 

iiii  Ii.,  viii  d. 

De  Wilhelmo  Dordraght  pro  xxvi  barellis  allecis  alb1  ii  s.  ii  d. 
De  quadam  apa  applicant6  vi  s.  viii  d. 
De  Johanne   Rose    del   Spruys    pro   DCC    demi   de   Ostrichebord 

videlicet  pro  centena  iiii  d.,  ii  s.  vi  d. 

Compertum  est  insuper  in  quadam  baga  cum  particulis  compoti 

Reginaldi  de  Ferreres  ballivi  villae  de  Sandewyco  de  exitibus 

1363.       eiusdem  ballivae   a    xviii   die   Marcii    anno   dicti    Regis   Edwardi 

1366.       tercii   tricesimo   nono   usque   festum  sancti    Michaelis   anno   quad- 

ragesimo    eiusdern    Regis    videlicet    in     Rotulis     de     particnlis 

eiusdem  compoti  intra  alia  sic. 

De  Reginald0  Johnstone  Alien0  pro  clx  barellis  alb1  allec18 
adduc  videlicet  pro  quolibet  barell0  j  d.,  xiii  s.  iiii  d. 

De  Henrico  Hounde  Alien0  pro  clx  et  viii  barell18  alb1  allec19 
adduct18  videlicet  pro  quollbet  barell0  i  d.,  xiiii  s. 

De  Petro  Claysson  Alien0  pro  xli  barell18  alb1  allec18  adduct18 
videlicet  pro  quolibet  barell0  i  d.,  iii  s.  v  d. 

De  Wilbelmo  Hughson  Alien  pro  vi  barell18  alb1  allec18  adduct18 

pro  quolibet  barell0  i  d.,  x  s. 
De    Gyles    Van     Lambergh     Alien0     per     Ixxv     pisclbu8     sals18 

adduct18   iii  d. 

Compertum  est  etiam  in  quadam  baga  cum  particulis  compoti 

Roberti    de    Hadham   ballivi    dictae   villae    de    Sandewyco    de 

exitibus  eiusdem   ballivae  a   xxxmo  die  Septembr18  anno   regni 

1366.       dicti    Regis    Edwardl    tercii     quadragesimo     usque     nonum    diem 

1369.       Augusti    anno    quadragesimo    tercio    Videllcet    in    Rotulis    de 

particulis  eiusdem  compoti  inter  alia  sic. 


Can  this  mean  "  coffins  "  ? 
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From  Henry  Ralfesson,  for  10  pounds  of  flax    2jd. 

4  barrels  of  flour 4d. 

4  untanned  oxhides          ...          ...          ...          ...  2d. 

for  1700  and  a  half  and  i  quarter  (=  1775)  East- 
land  boards,  namely,  at  4d.  per  100  ...         ...  55.  nd. 

and  for  the  moiety  of  i  ship  sold           ...         ...  i2d. 

From  Henry  Bledelaghe,  for  1300  Eastland  boards      ...  45.  4d. 

and  for  the  moiety  of  i  ship  sold           I2d. 

From  Roydewynesson,  of  Sardraght,  10  boxes  (?)  sold 

to  the  value  of  £^       8d. 

From  William  Dordraght,  for  26  barrels  of  white  salt 

herrings             2S.  2d. 

For  an  ape  brought            6s.  8d. 

From  John  Rose  del  Spruys,  for  750  Eastland  boards, 

namely,  at  4d.  per  100            2S.  6d. 

There  was,  moreover,  found  in  a  bag  with  the  particulars  of 
the  account  of  Reginald  de  Ferreres,  bailiff  of  the  town  of  Sand- 
wich, concerning  the  revenues  of  the  same  bailiwick  from  the 
eighteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  the  said 
King  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael,  in  the 
fortieth  year  of  the  same  king,  namely,  in  the  rolls  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  same  account,  amongst  other  items  as  follows : — 
From  Reginald  Johnstone,  an  alien,  for  160  barrels  of 

white   salt    herring    imported,   namely,   for    each 

barrel,  id.          135.  4d. 

From   Henry   Hounde,   an    alien,   for    168   barrels    of 

ditto,  ditto       145. 

From  Peter  Claysson,  alien,  for  41  barrels  of  ditto,  ditto      38.  $d. 
From  William  Hughson,  alien,  for  6  score  barrels  of 

ditto,  ditto los. 

From   Giles  Van   Lambergh,   alien,   for    75    salt    fish 

imported  ...         3d. 

There  was  also  found  in  a  bag  with  the  particulars  of  the 
account  of  Robert  de  Hadham,  bailiff  of  the  said  town  of  Sand- 
wich, concerning  the  revenues  of  the  same  bailiwick  from  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  said  King  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  ninth  day  of  August,  in 
the  forty-third  year,  namely,  in  the  rolls  of  the  particulars  of  the 
same  account,  amongst  other  items  as  follows : — 
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De  Simone  Mewesson  pro  xxx  barellis  albi  allecis  ii  s.  vi  d. 

De  Gys  de  Loughbergh  pro  xxvii  barell  alb1  allecis  ii  s.  iii  d. 

De  Johanne  Bandewynessone  pro  xii  barell  picls  xii  d. 

De  Henrlco  Hageman  de  Dansk  pro  xxviii  last18  barellis  de  pice 

et  tarr°  xxviii  d.  et  pro  DCC  bordis  de  Waynscot  ii  s.  iiii  d. 

videlicet  per  centena  iiii  d. 
De  Heyne  de  Dansk  pro  lino  vendit0  ad  valoiem  vi  Ii.,  xii  d.,  et 

pro  i*x  Ib.  ferr1  venditis  iii  s.  videlicet  per  M  iiii  d. 

Compertum  est  insuper  in  quadam  baga  cum  particnlis  compoti 

Vinconcii  Fynch  ballivi  de  Wynchelse  de  la  Rye  ac  Manorii 

1356.       de  Ihm(?)1  de  exitibus  eorundem   a  xv°   die  April18  anno  dlcti 

1358.       Regis   Edwardi  tercii   tricesimo   usque   primum  diem  April18  anno 

tricesimo    sc^Mo    scillcet    per    duos    annos    exceptis    quindecim 

diebus  videlicet   in    Rotul18    de    particulis   eiusdem    compoti   inter 

alia  sic. 

Et  de  viii  d.  receptis  de  Johtmue  Jamisson  pro  quatuor  barell18 
allec18  videlicet  per  barell  ii  d.  Item  receptis  de-  viii  d.  receptis  de 
custuma  iiii  barellorum  picls  et  tarr1  videlicet  per  barellnm  ii  d. 
Et  de  vi  d.  receptis  de  Copino  Bute  pro  custuma  iii  barellorum 
de  Seyme  videlicet  per  barell  ii  d. 

Compertuni  est  insuper  in  dorso  cuiusdam  Rotuli  de  con- 
suetudinibus  portus  Sandewici  existentlbus  in  quadam  baga 
de  corio  cum  particnlis  compoti  Johannis  fil11  Wilhelmi  Tundy 
de  Sandwyco  de  exitibus  ballivae  eiusdem  villae  a  festo 

13*0.  saucti  Michaelis  anno  quartodecimo  Regis  Edwardi  tercii  usque 
festir  sancti  Michaelis  proximum  sequeutem  et  ab  eodem  festo 

13*2.  usque  festum  sancti  Michaelis  proxlmnui  sequeutem  anno  sexto- 
decimo predicti  Regis  sic. 

Ceo  sont  les  fraunks  que  devoient  custom2  les  cynk-portz 
et  lour  membres  hors  pris  ceaux  de  Faverisham  que  deiuent 
estre  quites  de  costome  de  xxxv  Haghes3  et  devent  plus. 
Ceux  de  Canterbire  que  sont  a  lot  et  scot.4  Ceux  de  Londres 


1  Probably  Ightham  (anciently  Eightham  =  eight  villages). 

2  Taking  this  sentence  in  connection  with  the  sentence  on  the  first  page— "Et  qui  et  cuiusniodl 
homines  de  huiusmodi  custumis  temporibus  predictis  quieti  esse  solebant  "—it  must  mean  as  we  have 
translated. 
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From  Simon   Mewesson,  for  30  barrels  of  white  salt 

herrings             ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  2S.  6d. 

From  Gys  de  Loughbergh,  for  27  barrels  ditto 2s.  3d. 

From  John  Bandewynesson,  for  12  barrels  of  pitch      ...  I2d. 
From  Henry  Hageman,  of  Denmark,  for  28  ballast  (?) 

barrels  of  pitch  and  tar          ...         ...         ...         ...  28d. 

and  for  700  planks  for  wainscot,  at  4d.  per  100  25.  4d. 

From  Heyne,  of  Denmark,  for  flax  sold  to  the  value  of  £6  i2d. 

and  for  9,000  Ibs.  of  iron  sold,  at  4d.  per  1,000  Ibs.  35. 

There  was  found,  moreover,  in  a  certain  bag  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  account  of  Vinconcius  Fynch,  bailiff  of  Winchel- 
sea,  of  Rye,  and  of  the  Manor  of  Ightham,  concerning  the 
revenues  of  the  same  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  the  said  King  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  first 
day  of  April,  in  the  thirty-second  year,  that  is  to  say,  for  two 
years  except  fifteen  days,  namely,  in  the  rolls  of  the  particulars 
of  the  same  account,  amongst  other  items  as  follows : — 

And  concerning  8d.  received  from  John  Jamison,  for  4  barrels 

of  salt  herrings,  at  2d.  per  barrel. 
Item :  concerning  8d.  received   of  the  customs  on  4  barrels  of 

pitch  and  tar,  at  2d.  per  barrel. 
And  concerning  6d.  received  from  Copin  Bute,  for  the  customs 

of  3  barrels  of  same,  at  2d.  per  barrel. 

There  was  found,  moreover,  on  the  back  of  a  certain  roll 
concerning  the  customs  of  the  port  of  Sandwich,  in  a  certain 
bag  of  leather,  with  the  particulars  of  the  accounts  of  John,  the 
son  of  William  Tundy,  of  Sandwich,  concerning  the  revenues  of 
the  bailiwick  of  the  same  town  from  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael, 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  Feast 
of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing,  and  from  the  same  Feast  to  the 
Feast  of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the 
aforesaid  king,  as  follows  : — 

These  are  the  burgesses  which  should  be  quit  of  customs. 
The  Cinque  Ports  and  their  members,  except  those  of  Faver- 
sham,  who  are  to  be  free  from  customs  of  the  rent  of  35  houses ; 
those  of  Canterbury  who  are  in  lot  and  scot ;  those  of  London 


3  This  probably  means  rent  for  thirty-five  houses.    Maitland  ( Township  and  Borough,  p.  48) 
says  haw-gaful  means  house-tax  or  rents,  and  Murray  gives  haw  and  hagh  as  equivalent  to  house. 

4  That  is,  who  shared  in  the  contributions  levied  from  the  town  for  local  or  national  purposes 
(A.S. :  "sceat  and  Hot."    Lat. :  "pars  et  sors").    The  tax  was  paid  pro  rata. 
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que  sont  a  lot  et  scot  et  amour  fesant.1  Touz  les  homes  de 
Ercevesque  et  le  Priour  et  le  couent  de  Canterbirs  que  sont 
cochaunt  et  levant  et  lour  pot  balyaunt.2  En  mesme  le  man*re. 
Ceutz  del  hundret  de  Middelton.  Ceutz  le  Abbe  de  la  Bataile. 
Ceutz  le  Abbe  de  seint  Albon.  Ceutz  de  Andwerp.  Conte 
de  Gisnes  et  sa  fraunche  Mayne.  Et  non  est  compertum  plus 
ad  presens  de  custumis  contentis  in  brevi  huic  cedule  consuta. 
Quae  omnia  et  singnla  ad  p^secuc^em  Thome  Marleburgh 
Burgensis  pre  dictae  villae  Suthamptouiae  sub  sigillo  scaccarii  n°*ri 
duximus  exemplificanda. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  literas  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes.  Teste  J.  Cobayn  apud  Westm.  xxiiiito  die  Januar" 
anno  regni  nostri  nono. 


i  This  phrase  "amour  fesant"  has  caused  considerable  difficulty.  We  think  it  best  and  simplest  to 
take  it  as  in  our  translation,  but  we  are  still  doubtful  as  to  its  actual  meaning.  If  this  rendering  be 
accepted,  we  must  assume  that  the  scribe  wrote  "  amour  "  for  "  armure,"  thereby  perpetrating  a  joke, 
intentionally  or  unintentionally. 
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who  are  in  lot  and  scot  and  carrying  arms.  All  the  men  of  the 
Archbishop  and  the  Prior  and  the  Convent  of  Canterbury  which 
are  living  and  cooking  their  meals  in  the  town.  In  the  same 
way  those  of  the  hundred  of  Middleton  ;  those  of  Battle  Abbey  ; 
those  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Alban  ;  those  of  Antwerp  ;  the  Count 
of  Guisnes  and  his  dependents.  And  up  to  the  present  no  more 
has  been  found  concerning  the  customs  contained  in  the  writ 
carefully  fastened  to  this. 

All  and  singular  of  these  at  the  suit  of  Thomas  Marlburgh, 
burgess  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton,  we  have  con- 
sidered should  be  exemplified  under  the  seal  of  our  exchequer. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent. 

Witnessed  by  J.  Cobayn,  at  Westminster,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  January,  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign.  [1408.] 


2  This  probably  refers  to  the  old  "  pot-wallopers "  franchise.  In  Taunton  all  men  who  lived  and 
cooked  their  meals  in  the  town  were  freemen  of  that  town  (v.  Medley,  Constitutional  History, 
p.  198).  This  is  the  earliest  extant  lodger's  vote. 
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Indenture 
between 


England, 


Nichole, 


ton- 


No.  YII. 

i  HENRY  VI1  (1422). 

Haec  indentura  facta  inter  Johannam  Reginam  Angliae  ex 
parte  una  et  William  Nichole2  maiorem  villae  Suthamptoniae 
et  c°mnmnitatem  eiusdem  villae  et  successores  suos  ex  parte 
altera  restat  q"°d  cum  predicta  Regina  per  litteras  suas  patentes 
quarum  data  est  sexto  die  Novembr1  Anno  regni  Regis 
Henrici  sexti  post  conquestum  Angliae  primo  attornaverit 
constituent  et  in  loco  suo  posuerit  dilectos  et  fideles  suos 
Henricum  Preston,  Ricardum  Goolde  et  Thomam  Marleburgh 
suos  veros  et  legitimos  attornatos  coniunctim  et  divisim 
ad  petendum  et  columpmandum  nomiue  suo  de  tempore  in 
tempus  in  quibuscumque  CurHs  domini  Regis  Angliae  et 
heredum  suorum  omue  et  totum  id  quod  aliquo  modo  infutur0 
infra  villam  precinctum  et  libertatem  villae  Southamptonlae 
ad  ipsam  Reginam  virtute  litterarum  patencium  per  dominum 
Henricnm  nuper  Regem  Angliae  quantum  eidem  Reginae 
confectarum  pertinere  seu  accidere  posset  et  ad  capiend* 
seisienda  levanda  et  nomine  ipsius  Reginae  colligenda  omnia 
et  singula  bona  et  catalla  proficua  res  et  commoda  quae 
aliquo  modo  virtute  litterarum  patencium  predictarnra  predictae 
Reginae  ut  permittitur  confect51  seu  alias  pertinere  vel  accidere 
possent  infutur0  infra  villam  precinctum  et  libcrtatem  predicta. 

Et  quod  iidem  attornati  sui  et  eorum  quilibet  omnia  et  singula 
bona  et  catalla  proftcua  res  et  commoda  huiusmodi  ad  ipsam 
Reginam  infra  villam  precinctum  et  libertatem  predicta  virtute 
litterarum  ip'arum  pertinencillin  sive  accidencium  Maiori  villae 
Suthamptoniae  ac  commnnitati  eiusdem  villae  et  eorum  success- 
oribus  de  tempore  in  tempus  durante  vita  ipsius  Reginae 
liberent  seu  liberet  aut  liberari  faciant  vet  faciat.  Et  q^d 
iidem  Maior  et  communitas  et  successores  sui  omnia  et 
singula  bona  et  catalla  proficua  res  et  commoda  predicta 
quae  eidem  Reginae  ut  permittitur  in  futur0  pertinere  seu 
accidere  poterunt  aliquo  modo  vigore  litterarum  patenclnm 
predictae  Reginae  sic  concessarum  infra  villam  precinctum  et 
libertatem  predicta  quae  per  dictos  attornatos  predictae  Reginae 
seu  eorum  aliquem  nomine  suo  capta  seisita  levata  seu 
collecta  fuerint  et  quae  ipsi  attornati  aut  eorum  aliquis 


i  This  document  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Appendix  of  Hist.  MSS.  Com.  Report  of  1887.    In  con- 
nection with  it  reference  should  be  made  to  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  II,  pp.  212  and  218. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

This  indenture  made  between  Joan,  Queen  of  England,  on 
the  one  part,  and  William  Nichol,  mayor  of  the  town  of 
Southampton,  and  the  community  of  the  same  town  and  their 
successors  on  the  other  part,  affirms  that  whereas  the  aforesaid 
queen  by  her  letters  patent  of  which  the  date  is  the  sixth  day 
of  November,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the 
Sixth  after  the  Conquest,  has  appointed  her  attorneys  and  has 
appointed  in  her  place  her  beloved  and  faithful  Henry  Preston, 
Richard  Goold  and  Thomas  Marlburgh,  her  true  and  lawful 
attorneys,  conjointly  and  severally  to  demand  and  require  in 
her  name,  from  time  to  time,  in  any  soever  courts  of  the  Lord 
King  of  England  and  his  heirs,  all  that  which  in  any  wise  in 
the  future  within  the  town,  precincts  and  liberty  of  the  town 
of  Southampton,  may  pertain  and  happen  to  the  said  queen 
by  virtue  of  the  letters  patent  made  by  Lord  Henry,  late  king 
of  England,  to  the  same  queen,  and  to  take,  seize,  levy,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  same  queen  to  collect  all  and  singular  the 
goods  and  chattels,  profits,  property  and  revenues  which  in  any 
wise  by  virtue  of  the  letters  patent  aforesaid  of  the  aforesaid 
queen,  lawfully  made,  or  otherwise  may  pertain  or  happen  in 
the  future  within  the  town,  precincts  and  liberty  aforesaid. 

And  that  the  same  her  attorneys  and  any  of  them  shall  free 
or  cause  to  be  freed  all  and  singular  the  goods  and  chattels, 
profits,  property  and  revenues  of  this  kind  to  the  same  queen 
within  the  town,  precincts  and  liberty  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of 
the  same  letters  patent  pertaining  or  happening  to  the  mayor 
of  the  town  of  Southampton  and  community  of  the  same  town 
and  their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  life  of  the 
said  queen.  And  that  the  same  mayor  and  community  of  their 
successors,  all  and  singular  the  goods  and  chattels,  property 
and  revenues  aforesaid  which  may  in  the  future  pertain  or 
happen  to  the  same  queen,  as  is  lawful,  in  any  wise  by  virtue 
of  the  letters  patent  of  the  aforesaid  queen  thus  granted  within 
the  town,  precincts  and  liberty  aforesaid,  which  have  been 
taken,  seized,  levied  or  collected  by  the  said  attorneys  of  the 
aforesaid  queen  or  any  of  them  in  her  name,  and  which  the 

2  William  Nichole  (Nicoll,  Nicholl,  Nycoll)  was  mayor  in  1411, 1417, 1422, 1427, 1437,  and  bailiff  in 
1401, 1407  (.Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  173).  In  1437  he  was  granted  a  general  pardon,  which 
will  be  given  in  a  later  volume. 
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de  iure  nomine  ipsius  Reginae  capere  seisire  levare  seu  colligere 
possent  aut  posset  habeant  percipiant  et  possideant  ad  usum 
suum  perpetuum  absque  impedimento  seu  impeticione  ipsius 
Reginae  vel  ministrorum  suorum  quorumcumque. 

Et  quod  tam  ipsi  Maior  et  communitas  et  eorum  successores 
qnam  dicti  attornati  predictae  Reginae  eorum  quilibet  de  omnibus 
et  singulis  bonis  et  catallis  proficuis  rebus  et  commodis  sic 
captis  aut  capiendis  seisitis  vel  seisiendis  levatis  seu  levandis 
collectis  aut  colligend13  de  aliquo  conipoto  aut  ratiocinio 
quocunque  prcdictae  Reginae  inde  reddend0  erga  eandem 
Reginam  essent  quieti  et  imperpetrmm  exonerati  prout  in  litteris 
patentibus  eiusdem  Reginae  inde  confectis  plenius  continetur. 

Pro  qua  quidem  concessione  prefatis  Maiori  et  communitati 
et  eorum  successoribus  sic  ut  premittitur  facta  et  concessa 
predicti  Maior  et  communitas  coricedunt  pro  se  et  successoribus 
suis  per  presentes  qnod  ipsi  et  successores  sui  reddent  annuatim 
prefatae  Reginae  ad  Receptam  suam  apud  Westmonasterium 
quatuor  marcas  sterlingorum  ad  duos  anni  terminos  videlicet 
Paschae  et  sancti  Michaelis  Archangeli  per  equales  porciones 
durante  vita  eiusdem  Reginae.  Proviso  semper  quod  si  predicti 
attornati  seu  eorum  aliquis  in  forma  predicti  facti  seu  infutur0 
faciend1  aliquo  tempore  futuro  impedeanf""  molestentnr  seu 
perturbentur  ad  capienda  seisienda  levanda  et  colligenda  oniuia 
et  singula  bona  et  catalla  proficua  res  et  commoda  necnon 
omne  et  totum  id  seu  aliquam  inde  parcellam  ad  usum  predict- 
orum  Maioris  et  communitatis  et  successorum  suorum  quae 
ratione  aliquarum  causarum  predictarum  vel  aliquo  modo 
pertinere  seu  accidere  poterit  eidem  Reginae  virtute  litterarum 
patencium  predictarum  sic  ut  permittitnr  prefatae  Reginae 
confecta  infra  villam  precinctum  et  libertatem  predicta  aliquibus 
de  causis  seu  aliqua  causa  rationabili  quacumque  in  destum 
prefatae  Reginae  seu  ministrorum  suorum  quorumque  extunc 
predicta  Regina  concedit  per  presentes  quod  predicti  Maior  et 
Communitas  et  eorum  successores  per  et  de  toto  illo  tempore 
quo  predicti  attornati  facti  seu  aliqui  alii  infutur0  faciendi  sic 
impediti  molestati  seu  pertarbati  fuerint  aut  eorum  aliquis 
impeditus  molestatus  seu  pertnrbatus  fuerit  in  premissis  seu 
aliquo  premissorum  faciend0  sint  de  redditu  preclicto  sic  ut 
permittitur  prefatae  Reginae  concess0  et  reservat0  quieti  et 
exonerati  per  presentes. 

Et  ulterius  eadem  Regina  vult  et  concedit  prefatis  Maiori 
et  Communitati  ac  eorum  successoribus  per  presentes  quod 
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same  attorneys  or  any  of  them  lawfully  in  the  name  of  the  same 
queen  may  take,  seize,  levy  or  collect,  may  have,  hold  and 
possess  for  their  own  use  for  ever  without  impediment  or 
demand  of  the  same  queen  or  her  servants  whatsoever. 

And  that  as  well  the  same  mayor  and  community  and  their 
successors  as  the  said  attorneys  of  the  aforesaid  queen  whatso- 
ever of  all  and  singular  the  goods  and  chattels,  profits,  property 
and  revenues  thus  taken  or  to  be  taken,  seized  or  to  be  seized, 
levied  or  to  be  levied,  collected  or  to  be  collected,  from  any 
computation  or  reckoning  whatsoever  of  the  aforesaid  queen 
thence  rendered  to  the  same  queen,  shall  be  quit  and  for  ever 
exempt,  as  is  more  fully  contained  in  the  letters  patent  of  the 
same  queen  thence  made. 

For  which  concession  to  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  community 
and  their  successors  thus  lawfully  made  and  granted,  the  afore- 
said mayor  and  community  grant  for  themselves  and  their 
successors  by  these  presents  that  they  and  their  successors  shall 
render  annually  to  the  aforesaid  queen  to  her  receipt  at  West- 
minster four  marks  sterling  at  the  two  ends  of  the  year,  namely, 
Easter  and  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  in  equal  portions,  during 
the  life  of  the  same  queen.  Provided  always  that  if  the  afore- 
said attorneys  or  any  of  them  in  form  appointed,  or  in  the 
future  to  be  appointed,  at  any  future  time  shall  be  impeded, 
molested  or  disturbed  in  taking,  seizing,  levying  or  collecting 
all  and  singular  the  goods  and  chattels,  profits,  property  and 
revenues,  also  wholly  or  any  part  therefrom,  for  the  use  of  the 
aforesaid  mayor  and  community  and  their  successors,  which  by 
reason  of  any  causes  aforesaid  or  in  any  wise  may  pertain  or 
happen  to  the  same  queen  by  virtue  of  the  letters  patent  afore- 
said thus  made  as  is  lawful  for  the  aforesaid  queen,  within  the 
town,  precincts  and  liberty  aforesaid,  for  any  reasonable  cause 
or  causes  whatever  under  the  control  of  the  aforesaid  queen  or 
her  servants  soever  thenceforth,  the  aforesaid  queen  concedes  by 
these  presents  that  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  community  and 
their  successors,  through  and  for  all  that  time  in  which  the 
aforesaid  attorneys  made  or  any  others  in  the  future  to  be  made 
should  be  thus  impeded,  molested  or  disturbed  in  the  premises 
or  in  any  of  the  premises  to  be  made,  shall  be  by  these  presents 
quit  and  exonerated  of  the  return  aforesaid,  as  is  lawful,  granted 
and  reserved  to  the  aforesaid  queen. 

And,  furthermore,  the  same  queen  wills  and  grants  to  the 
aforesaid  mayor  and  community  and  their  successors  by  these 
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ipsa  Regina  singulis  annis  durante  vita  sua  facere  seu  fieri 
faclat  consimile  Warantum  attornatorum  prout  in  presenti 
scripto  indentato  superius  est  specificatum  tantis  et  talibus 
personis  ad  denominacionem  dictorum  Maioris  et  Communitatis 
aut  successorum  suorum  quotiens  et  quando  iuxta  casus 
exigenciam  necesse  fuerit  ac  dicti  Maior  et  communitas  vel 
eorum  successores  seu  aliquis  alius  eorum  nomine  eidem 
Reginae  aut  suo  consilio  debitam  requisiciottem  inde  feccrint 
vel  facere  voluerint. 

Concessit  insuper  predicta  Regina  prefatis  Maiori  et  Communitati 
et  eorum  successoribus  per  presentes  quod  ipsa  dictos  attornatos 
coniunctim  et  divisim  coram  Thesaaro  et  Baronibus  de  Scaccario 
domini  Regis  et  heredum  suorum  et  alibi  ubi  necesse  fuerit  et 
alios  attornatos  per  predictos  Maiorem  et  Communitatem  vel 
successores  suos  nominandos  ad  petenda  et  calumpnianda 
nomine  suo  omnia  et  singula  premissa  et  quae  aliquo  modo 
pertinere  seu  accidere  poterunt  eidem  Reginae  virtute 
litterorum  patentium  predictarum  sic  ut  permittittir  prefatae 
Reginae  confectarum  quociens  et  quandocumque  per  predictos 
Maiorem  et  Communitatem  vel  eorum  successores  aut  aliquem 
alium  eorum  nomine  fuerit  requisita  constituet  in  loco  suo 
ponet  et  attornabit. 

Et  similiter  quod  nullos  alios  attornatos  aut  attornatum  ad 
premissa  sive  aliquod  premissorum  petendnm  aut  calumpni- 
andum  praeter  p^ic^  Henricu™  Ricardtlm  et  Thomam  vel  alios 
attornatos  seu  attornatum  per  dictos  Maiorem  et  Commnnitatem 
aut  successores  suos  nominandos  durante  vita  ipsius  Reginae 
coram  dictis  Thesauro  et  Baronibus  de  Scaccario  domini  Regis 
aut  heredum  suorum  nee  alibi  constituet  attornabit  nee  in 
loco  suo  ponet  infutur0. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  uni  parti  huius  indenture  penes 
predictos  Maiorem  et  Commnn1tatem  ac  eorum  successores 
remanenti  prefata  Regina  sigillum  suum  apposuit.  Alteri 
vero  parti  eiusdem  indenturae  penes  predictam  Reginam 
remanenti  prefati  Maior  et  Comrmmitas  pro  se  et  successoribus 
suis  sigillum  comnume  predictae  villae  una  cum  sigillo  Maioris 
eiusdem  villae  apposuerunt. 

Dat™  apud  Westmonasterinm  predict°  duodecimo  die  Novembr18 
Anno  regni  Regis  Henrici  sexti  supradicto. 
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presents  that  the  same  queen  for  each  year  during  her  life  shall 
cause  to  make  or  to  be  made  a  similar  warrant  of  attorney  as 
specified  above  in  the  present  indenture,  to  such  persons  on  the 
nomination  of  the  said  mayor  and  community  or  their  successors 
how  often  and  whenever  by  the  exigency  of  the  case  it  shall  be 
necessary,  and  the  said  mayor  and  community  or  their  suc- 
cessors or  any  other  of  them  by  name  shall  make  or  will  to 
make  due  requisition  to  the  same  queen  or  her  council. 

The  aforesaid  queen,  moreover,  has  granted  to  the  aforesaid 
mayor  and  community  and  their  successors  by  these  presents, 
that  she  herself  shall  appoint,  put  in  their  place  and  depute  the 
said  attorneys  conjointly  and  severally,  in  the  presence  of  the 
treasurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer  of  the  lord  king  and  his 
heirs  and  elsewhere  when  it  is  necessary,  and  other  attorneys 
by  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  community  or  their  successors  to 
be  nominated,  to  demand  and  in  her  name  enforce  all  and 
singular  the  premises  and  whatever  shall  be  able  in  any  way 
to  pertain  or  happen  to  the  same  queen  by  virtue  of  the  letters 
patent  aforesaid  thus  made  as  is  lawful  for  the  aforesaid  queen, 
how  often  and  whenever  she  shall  be  required  by  the  aforesaid 
mayor  and  community  or  their  successors  or  any  other  of  them 
by  name. 

And,  likewise,  that  nowhere  else  shall  she  appoint,  depute,  or 
for  the  future  make  in  her  place  any  other  attorneys  or  attorney 
to  demand  the  premises  or  any  of  them  or  to  enforce  them 
except  the  aforesaid  Henry,  Richard  and  Thomas,  or  other 
attorneys  or  attorney  nominated  during  the  life  of  the  same 
queen,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  treasurer  and  barons  of  the 
exchequer  of  the  lord  king  and  his  heirs. 

In  testimony  of  which  the  aforesaid  queen  has  affixed  her  seal 
to  the  one  part  of  this  indenture  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
aforesaid  mayor  and  community  and  their  successors.  And 
the  aforesaid  mayor  and  community,  for  themselves  and  their 
successors,  have  affixed  the  common  seal  of  the  aforesaid  town, 
together  with  the  seal  of  the  mayor  of  the  same  town,  to  the 
other  part  of  the  same  indenture  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  aforesaid  queen. 

Dated  at  Westminster  on  the  aforesaid  twelfth  day  of 
November,  in  the  above-mentioned  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Sixth.  [1422.] 


Hppenbiyes. 


98  APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX     I. 

A  TRANSLATION  OF  THE  CHARTER  OF  THE  CINQUE  PORTS. 


1278.  Edward  I,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of 

Ireland,  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  to  the  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots, 
priors,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  head  officers,  and  to  all 
bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting. 

Know  ye,  that  for  the  faithful  services  which  our  barons  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  have  hitherto  paid  to  our  predecessors,  the 
kings  of  England,  and  to  us  lately  in  our  army  in  Wales,  and 
for  their  good  service  to  be  continued  for  the  future  faithfully 
to  us  and  to  our  heirs,  the  kings  of  England.  We  have  granted 
to  be  confirmed  by  this  our  charter,  for  us  and  our  heirs  to 
the  same  our  barons  and  their  heirs,  all  their  liberties  and 
acquittances  so  they  may  be  free  from  all  toll  and  from  all 
custom,  viz.,  from  all  lastage,1  tallage,2  passage,  carriage, 
riverage,  bridge-toll,  and  all  wreck,  and  from  all  sale,  as  their 
achat  and  reachat3  through  our  whole  land  and  dominion, 
with  soc4  and  sac,5  thol6  and  them,7  and  that  they  shall  have 
infangthef,8  and  be  wreck-free  and  witt-free,9  lastage-free  and 


1  "  Lastage  "  is  the  fee  paid  in  fairs  and  markets  for  carrying  articles  where  a  man  will. 

2  "Tallage  "  is  a  portion  of  a  man's  goods  paid  by  way  of  tax. 

3  Buying  and  selling. 

<  "  Soc "  is  the  power  to  seek  thieves  of  stolen  goods  and  to  punish  them.  Also  it  can  mean  a 
company  of  tenants  who  live  within  a  certain  liberty,  and  are  exempt  from  those  common  services 
ordinarily  due  to  the  king  and  country. 

6  "Sac  "  is  a  privilege  touching  trespass  within  a  manor,  and  touching  the  penalties  of  one's  tenants 
in  one's  own  court. 

e  "  Thol "  is  the  power  of  buying  and  selling  on  one's  own  ground. 

7  "Them  "is  the  privilege  of  having  the  generations  of  one's  villeins  with  their  suit  and  catties 
(chattels)  wheresoever  found  in  England. 

8  "  Infangthef "  denotes  the  power  of  judging  in  one's  own  court  thieves  taken  within  one's  own 
domain. 

«  "  Witt-free"  is  a  discharge  from  all  defaults  and  amercements. 
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lovecope-free,1  and  that  they  may  have  den2  and  strond  (strand) 
at  Great  Yarmouth  according  to  what  is  contained  in  an 
ordinance  by  us  thereupon  made  and  for  ever  to  be  observed  ; 
and  also  that  they  be  quit  from  customs  to  be  done  to  shires 
and  hundreds,  so  that,  if  anyone  brings  an  action  against  them, 
they  shall  not  answer  or  defend  themselves  otherwise  than  they 
used  to  do  at  the  time  of  Lord  Henry,  our  great  grandfather ;  as 
also  that  they  may  have  whatever  they  find  by  sea  and  land, 
and  that  they  may  be  quit  to  all  their  goods  and  merchandise 
as  our  freemen  ;  and  that  they  have  their  due  respects  at  our 
court  and  their  liberties  through  our  dominions  wheresoever 
they  shall  come  ;  and  that  in  all  their  lands  which  they  were 
possessed  of  in  the  time  of  the  Lord  Henry,  our  father,  viz.,  in 
the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  reign,  they  be  quit  for  ever  from  the 
general  summons  before  our  itinerant  justices,  at  what  pleas 
soever,  in  whatsoever  counties  their  said  lands  be,  and  also  they 
shall  not  be  bound  to  appear  before  our  justices  aforesaid,  unless 
any  of  the  barons  sue  any  man  or  be  sued  by  any,  and  that  they 
shall  not  be  impleaded  but  where  they  ought,  and  are  wont  to 
be,  viz.,  at  Shepway.  And  that  for  the  rest  of  their  liberties  and 
acquittances,  they  have  had  them  heretofore  by  their  charters 
in  the  times  of  the  kings  of  England,  Edward,  William  I  and  II, 
King  Henry,  our  great  grandfather,  and  of  Lord  Henry  the  King, 
our  father,  as  those  charters  which  our  said  barons  have  from 
thence,  and  which  we  have  looked  upon,  do  reasonably  testify. 
And  we  forbid  anyone  to  disturb  them  or  their  trading  upon 
pain  of  the  forfeiture  of  £10  to  us,  provided  that  if  the  barons 
be  defective  in  doing  or  taking  justice  that  the  Warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  to  us  and  our  heirs  for  the  time  being  shall  enter 
upon  their  ports  and  liberties  upon  default  of  the  said  barons  to 
do  full  justice  there  ;  provided  always  that  the  said  barons  and 
their  heirs  shall  pay  to  us  and  our  heirs,  the  kings  of  England, 
every  year,  the  full  service  of  fifty-seven  ships  at  their  own  cost 
for  fifteen  days  at  the  summons  of  us  or  our  heirs. 

We  have  likewise  granted  to  them  of  our  special  grace  that 
they  may  have  utfangthef  in  their  lands  within  the  ports  afore- 
said, like  as  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  earls  and  barons  have 
in  their  respective  manors  in  the  county  of  Kent ;  and  that 

1  Probably  "lot  and  cop  free,"  i.«.,  freedom  from  poll-tax. 

2  "Den"  Is  the  liberty  the  Cinque  Ports'  fishermen  shall  have  to  beat,  dry  and  mend  their  nets  at 
Great  Yarmouth  upon  marsh  lands,  there  still  called  the  "  Dens,"  during  all  the  herring  season.    The 
Cinque  Ports  used  to  send  thither  yearly  certain  men  as  bailiffs,  that,  during  the  Herring  Fair,  they 
might  abide  there  and  govern  the  flahing  season. 
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they  shall  not  be  empanelled  upon  assizes  or  juries  or  any 
recognizances  by  reason  of  their  foreign  tenure,  against  their 
will ;  and  that  of  their  own  wines  in  which  they  traffic  they 
shall  be  quit  from  our  right-price,  viz.,  of  one  pipe  of  wine 
before  the  mast  and  another  behind  the  mast ;  and  we  have 
further  granted  to  the  said  barons,  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  they 
shall  have  this  liberty  for  ever,  viz.,  that  we  or  our  heirs  shall 
not  have  the  guardianship  or  giving  in  marriage  their  heirs 
upon  the  account  of  their  lands  which  they  hold  within  the 
liberties  and  ports  aforesaid,  for  which  they  pay  their  aforesaid 
service,  and  for  which  we  or  our  predecessors  had  not  the 
guardianship  and  giving  in  marriage  in  time  past ;  but  the 
aforesaid  confirmation  of  the  liberties  and  acquittances  afore- 
said, and  the  grants  following,  we  of  our  special  grace  have 
caused  to  be  renewed  to  them ;  provided  always  that  in  all 
things  there  be  nothing  prejudicial  to  his  majesty's  dignity,  to 
us  and  to  our  heirs,  or  hurtful  to  the  privileges  of  our  crown, 
life  and  members. 

Wherefore  we  will  and  firmly  command  for  us  and  for  our 
heirs,  that  the  barons  aforesaid  for  ever  enjoy  all  their  liberties 
and  acquittances  aforesaid,  according  as  the  charters  aforesaid 
do  reasonably  testify  ;  and  that  of  our  special  grace  they  may 
have  utfangthef  in  their  respective  lands  within  the  ports  afore- 
said, after  the  same  manner  as  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots 
and  barons  have  in  their  respective  manors  in  the  county  of 
Kent.  And  that  they  shall  not  be  put  in  the  assizes,  juries  or 
any  recognizances  upon  the  account  of  their  foreign  tenure, 
against  their  will ;  and  that  in  their  own  wines  in  which  they 
do  traffic  they  shall  be  quit  of  our  right-price,  viz.,  of  one  pipe 
of  wine  before  the  mast  and  another  behind  the  mast,  and  that 
in  like  manner  they  may  for  ever  enjoy  the  liberty  aforesaid, 
viz.,  that  we  or  our  heirs  shall  not  have  the  guardianship  or 
giving  in  marriage  their  heirs  upon  the  account  of  their  lands 
which  they  hold  within  the  liberties  and  ports  aforesaid,  for 
which  they  pay  their  aforesaid  service,  and  for  which  we  or  our 
predecessors  had  not  the  guardianship  or  giving  in  marriage  in 
time  past ;  but  the  aforesaid  confirmation  of  the  liberties  and 
acquittances  aforesaid,  and  other  our  grants  following,  we  of 
our  special  grace  have  caused  to  be  renewed  to  them  ;  provided 
always  in  all  things  there  be  nothing  prejudicial  to  his  majesty's 
dignity,  and  to  our  heirs,  or  hurtful  to  the  privileges  of  our 
crown,  life  and  members,  as  aforesaid. 
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Witnesses  hereunto  being  the  Reverend  Father  Robert 
Portunensis  (?),  bishop,  Cardinal  of  the  Holy  See  of  Rome, 
Friar  William  de  South,  Provincial  Prior  of  the  Friar 
Preachers  in  England,  William  de  Valentia,  our  uncle,  Roger 
de  Mortuo  Mari,  Roger  de  Clifford,  Mr.  Walter  Stamell,  Dean 
of  Salisbury,  Mr.  Robert  Scarborough,  Archdeacon  of  the 
East  Ridings,  Mr.  Robert  Sexton,  Bartholomew  de  Southley, 
Thomas  de  Wayland,  Walter  de  Hopton,  Thomas  de 
Normannel,  Stephen  de  Pencestre,  Francis  de  Bonona,  John 
de  Levetot,  John  de  Metingham,  and  others. 

Given  under  our  hand  at  Westminster  the  i7th  day  of  June, 
in  the  sixth  year  of  our  reign.     [1278.] 
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